New Hampshire SRTS News, March 2010:

     Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

SRTS Awards 1.4 Million for Local Projects
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Ten communities and one statewide organization will use more than $1.4 million in Safe Routes to School (SRTS) awards to enable and encourage elementary school children to walk and ride bicycles between home and school.

Commissioner George N. Campbell, Jr., of the N.H Department of Transportation (NHDOT) approved the Round 4 grants on March 15, 2010. Federal funds will reimburse sponsors for 100 percent of eligible and approved expenses for everything from bicycle safety training to paths and sidewalks.

Round 4 marked the first time that applicants sought more money than was available under the program managed by NHDOT in partnership with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Regional Planning Commissioners (RPCs). Sixteen potential sponsors asked for nearly $3 million. Commissioner Campbell approved the awards based on recommendations from the Statewide Advisory Committee after review by the RPCs.
The strong interest in Round 4 reflects the program’s emphasis on comprehensive planning based on the “5Es:”

Evaluation

Education

Encouragement

Enforcement

Engineering

Applicants that have completed travel plans were eligible to apply for up to $250,000 for infrastructure projects, up from a cap of $100,000 in the first three rounds.

Major improvement in bicycle safety is the goal of a program sponsored by the Bike-Walk Alliance of New Hampshire (BWANH). The organization plans a “train the trainer” approach to offer schools a standardized bike safety curriculum developed by the League of American Bicyclists. Youngsters will be taught the “rules of the road” and basic techniques for safe and responsible use of bicycles for both short-distance travel and recreation.
Another grant was awarded to Dublin, the home of the recently deceased Doris “Granny D” Haddock. The 100-year-old activist arguably became New Hampshire’s most famous pedestrian a decade ago after she walked from the West Coast to Washington, D.C., in support of campaign finance reform. Getting around on foot in the rural community in southwest New Hampshire is challenging because of busy traffic on Main Street, which is also N.H. Route 101.
The town is about to embark on a Transportation Enhancement program to add and repair sidewalks in the village center. The SRTS grant will pay for safe walkways on the campus of the Dublin Consolidated School, providing physical separation between students and motor vehicles.
A notable project will pave a pathway providing an off-road connection between downtown Whitefield and the elementary school located on busy U.S. Route 3.

Another North Country town, Littleton, was awarded the smallest grant, $4,621 for a bike rodeo and incentive prizes. Taking advantage of the town’s existing pedestrian and bicyclist infrastructure, the community has already organized successful walking school buses and rolling bike trains that converge on the Mildred Lakeway Elementary School from many directions.
The other award winners are Allenstown, Dover, Hillsborough, Hopkinton, Lebanon, Manchester, Northumberland (Groveton), and Wolfeboro.
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Commute Green 2010: A Springtime Opportunity
Schools are encouraged to participate in Commute Green 2010. Events begin with National Bike and Walk to Work Week, May 15 to 21, and continue until June 25. It’s an excellent complement to International Walk-to-School Month in October. Group walks and bike rides give kids a taste of walking and bicycling to school while making the public more aware of SRTS programs.
Seeking greater balance in the choice of transportation modes, Commute Green 2010 promotes walking, bicycling, public transportation, and car pooling for all ages. For those fortunate enough to live close to both work and school, a family walk or bicycle ride is a great way to introduce children to active and healthy commuting.
For more information, visit the NHDOT Pedestrian/Bicycle Information Center and the BWANH site. See the Walk NH Web site for information about Walk NH Week, June 1 to 7.
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Getting Started: Work With the Coordinator and RPCs

Communities that are thinking about SRTS should arrange a visit from the NHDOT SRTS coordinator. (Contact information below.)
Community meetings work best with the beginnings of a SRTS local task force. A task force includes representatives of the schools, municipality, educators, parents, children, and other interested people from the community. The coordinator provides an overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. The coordinator will also put community leaders in touch with their RPC, which often sends a representative to the initial meeting.
Although sponsors can use information and documents from the SRTS Web site to independently prepare a grant application, most successful grant applicants work with the coordinator and RPCs.

SRTS can work in a variety of settings, from the state’s largest cities to rural towns. Applying some general principles of safe foot and bicycle travel between home and school, each community develops a plan unique to local geography and culture. 

Appointments are at the convenience of local organizers, including early mornings and evenings.
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Travel Plan and Startup Grants Available

Although the next round of general grants has not been scheduled, communities can apply for startup and travel plan grants at any time.

Startup grants cover non-infrastructure activities. These grants of less than $5,000 can reimburse for the expenses of evaluation, basic planning, and minor encouragement, educational and enforcement activities.

Travel plan grants will cover more comprehensive planning, up to $15,000 per school. 
Applications for startup and planning grants can be downloaded from the Home Page of the SRTS Web site or from Federal Funding  page.
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you prefer to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980

jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us 
SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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