New Hampshire SRTS News, April-May 2012:

     Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

Spring Brings Bike-to-School Day; NHDOT Plans Next General Grant Round for Fall
May 9, 2012, is Bike-to-School Day
General Grant Round in the Fall
Startup and Planning Grants
Law Enforcement Member Wanted
Schedule a Community Meeting
Tell Your Story
As ideal bicycling and walking weather arrives, life is busy in the Safe Routes to School (SRTS) community. 

The first Bike-to-School Day, construction season, and a new round of reimbursement funding are fast approaching. 
It is all being done for an important cause: enabling and encouraging children in kindergarten through 8th grade, including students with disabilities, to safely walk and/or ride bicycles between home and school. 

First the fun stuff: Wednesday, May 9 has been designated as Bike-to-School Day 2012 by the National Center for Safe Routes to School.  The new spring event is intended to complement International Walk-to-School Day and Month in October.

It’s a great way for communities to promote the value of bicycling for healthy, energy-efficient short-distance commuting. With gasoline again rising toward $4 a gallon, it makes little sense for children to be sitting in congested traffic around our elementary and middle schools. SRTS promotes the idea for children who live within approximately two miles of school, and several communities are exploring the “remote drop-off” idea for youngsters who live farther away.
Is it safe for children to get to school under their own power? When kids have a safe place to pedal or walk, the answer is an emphatic “Yes!” SRTS has long recommended the “escort programs.” 
“Rolling bike trains” are made up of neighborhood children who ride to school together, often riding along with parents, teachers or dedicated volunteers. “Walking school buses” apply the same concept to young walkers. Both approaches provide safety in numbers and adult supervision.

Like the October events, Bike-to-School Day should not be viewed as an end in itself. It is a great opportunity to introduce kids to bicycle commuting and build community support for the idea. As the idea catches on, organized groups can expand to once- or twice-a-week rides and eventually offer daily bicycle trips to school.
The event is being supported by the national center and League of American Bicyclists.  Event registration is free and available to individuals and/or organizations planning a 2012 event. Events that register at www.walkbiketoschool.org will appear on the site as “Bike-to-School Day Pioneers.” Registering an event provides organizers access to a variety of downloadable materials, including stickers, certificates, badges and classroom activities and provides the opportunity to win a bike rack.
If your community is planning an event, please notify John Corrigan, New Hampshire’s STRS coordinator (contact information below) by Thursday, May 3. He’ll pick a community and ride along with the kids, and photos will be featured on the state’s SRTS Web page.
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General Grant Round 6 Scheduled for Fall 2012
If your community has been planning its SRTS programs in anticipation of the next round of “general grants,” patience is about to pay off.

Future funding for bicycle and pedestrian programs remains uncertain as Congress debates the next federal transportation bill, but additional funds have been authorized with each temporary extension. This means New Hampshire is preparing to offer new reimbursement funding in the fall.
General grants provide reimbursement for comprehensive SRTS programs that use the concept of the “5Es” (evaluation, education, encouragement, enforcement, and engineering) to blend both infrastructure projects and non-infrastructure programming.
The SRTS Statewide Advisory Committee (SAC) evaluates the program after each round and makes adjustments. The schedule of the new round, application form, funding criteria and related issues will be on the SAC agenda for its quarterly meeting on July 11, 2012.

Completion of the in-class and parental surveys, a key component of the evaluation process, will again be a threshold requirement for applicants. Survey data must be submitted to the national center. See the Getting Started page on the SRTS Web site for additional details. If your community has not completed the surveys, you will not be eligible.

The SAC has already determined that the N.H. Department of Education’s school building aid formula will be used for awarding bonus points for communities with limited resources. Free and reduced lunch statistics may also be used to identify schools in distressed neighborhoods in larger communities.

Another new development will be a mandatory pre-application workshop for any community that wants to submit an application.
Here is an explanation of the workshops from the new “Local Public Agency Manual for the Development of Projects” better known as the LPA Manual. 

“These workshops provide details to prospective applicants regarding the current application process, details regarding funding and number of applications, review of the evaluation criteria, information regarding the project development process and an opportunity for applicants to ask questions.”

Anyone interested in SRTS is invited to submit suggestions and comments to the coordinator for consideration.
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Startup and Planning Grants Available Off-Cycle
NHDOT recognizes that getting a program started and doing the planning work often requires financial support. This is why the department offers startup and travel plan grants on a track separate from the general-grant cycle.

Startup grants reimburse communities up to $5,000 for work that can include conducting the in-class and parental surveys, other non-infrastructure activities, and small infrastructure expenditures that do not require environmental review. Eligible infrastructure expenses can include items like portable bicycle racks or signs erected on existing poles. (Construction projects are not eligible for startup grants because of cost and the requirement for environmental review.)
Travel plan grants reimburse communities up to $15,000 per school for developing a comprehensive plan.

This part of the program is quite flexible. Sponsors may apply for either or both types of grants. They are not required before a sponsor submits a general-grant application. The idea is to provide sponsors with whatever kind of assistance a community needs. Applications are accepted whenever a community is ready to participate. Expenses become eligible for reimbursement after the application and scope of work are approved by NHDOT.
During recent general grant cycles, a limit of $250,000 per school for infrastructure work was in place for applications supported by the type of comprehensive travel plans supported by these grants. Without such plans, the cap was $100,000.

Back to top
Committee Seeks Law Enforcement Member
NHDOT continues to recruit a new law enforcement member for the SAC. School resource officers, patrol officers with an interest in safe walking and bicycling, police administrators, and any other individuals with a law-enforcement background are invited to apply for this volunteer position.

The committee holds quarterly meetings at NHDOT headquarters in Concord. Committee members are responsible for reviewing and making recommendations on reimbursement funding applications and requests for amendments to awards, and providing some policy and administrative guidance. 

Individuals interested in serving on the committee or nominating someone should send a letter explaining the qualifications as well as reasons for wanting to serve on the committee. Address the request to the coordinator.
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Meet With the Coordinator

Much can be learned about SRTS by visiting the SRTS Web site, but most successful applicants work with the SRTS state coordinator and the Regional Planning Commission (RPC) for their community.

The coordinator will travel to any community to meet with potential sponsors at the convenience of local leaders. Early morning and evening appointments are available. The only requirement is that communities form a local task force of school and municipal officials and other interested individuals, including parents and representatives of community organizations interested in bicycling and walking.

Using a PowerPoint presentation, the coordinator gives a comprehensive overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. A representative of the area’s RPC often attends. 
The community meeting can be combined with an individualized pre-application workshop for communities considering applying for off-cycle startup and travel plan awards. The workshop is a new requirement for SRTS.
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – please let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you want to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980
jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us

SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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