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     Encouraging Safe Bicycling and Walking to School

Commute Green New Hampshire: Include the Safe Route from Home to School

October is Walk-to-School Month
Round 5 Update
National Center Offers Mini Grants
Startup and Planning Grants
Schedule a Community Meeting
Openings on Statewide Committee
Tell Your Story
A statewide effort to encourage self-powered and shared transportation presents a timely opportunity for schools looking for a way to initiate a Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program.

Commute Green New Hampshire is a week-long effort, from May 16 to 20, to introduce people of all ages to the advantages of commuting on foot, by bicycle, in a car pool or by riding public transportation. 

It coincides with National Bike/Walk to Work Day on May 20.
The purpose of SRTS is to enable and encourage students in kindergarten through eighth grade, including those with disabilities, to safely walk and/or ride bicycles between home and school. It focuses on neighborhoods located within two miles of school.

Bringing balance to our transportation system generally depends on two key changes. Physical improvements are often needed to create safe routes for bicyclists and pedestrians. It is also important to recognize that there is more than one way to make a short commute.
Many supporters of SRTS recognize that community efforts to promote walking and bicycling for school children dovetail nicely with broader efforts to promote active commuting.

This year’s event includes a challenge to employers, municipalities and schools to reduce by 50,000 the commuter mileage covered by private motor vehicles.

Sponsoring a walk- or bike-to-school event is an excellent way to get a local SRTS program going.  Expenses related to such events are eligible for reimbursement under both startup and general reimbursement grants offered through the N.H. Department of Transportation (NHDOT). The expenses must be included with the budget included with a grant application and approved by the department. Sponsors that have already been awarded such grants can contact the coordinator to request a change.
NHDOT is supporting Commute Green New Hampshire in partnership with the Regional Planning Commissions, bicycling and pedestrian organizations, educational organizations, and numerous businesses. More information is available at the Commute Green Web site. 
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International Walk-to-School Month in October

For communities needing more time to organize events, October is International Walk-to-School Month.  Wednesday, Oct. 5, 2011, is designated as International Walk-to-School Day. For more information and to register your event, visit the Web site. 
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Round 5 Announcement Expected in Early May

Scheduling complications have pushed back the announcement of Round 5 general grants. It is now anticipated for early May.
NHDOT plans to commit $1 million in reimbursement awards, known as “general grants,” in the current round. The Statewide Advisory Committee (SAC) has met with applicants and has held two deliberative sessions. Commissioner George N. Campbell, Jr. will make the awards after considering the committee’s recommendations.
Future rounds have not been scheduled. The future of the program should become clearer after Congress passes a multi-year federal transportation act.
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Mini-Grants Available from National Center

The National Center for Safe Routes to School is now accepting applications for 25 mini-grants of $1,000 each.  The mini-grants will fund creative, youth-focused activities that meet a school’s needs and interests around safe walking and rolling to school.  Funded activities may range from foundational efforts that start or sustain a program to new ideas that explore the range of benefits of safe walking and bicycling.  Eligible activities will occur at an elementary or middle school in fall 2011 and will support the overall goal of SRTS.   Applications are due at the national center by Wednesday, May 18, and the center expects to notify recipients by Monday, June 6, 2011. 
Unlike standard SRTS reimbursement awards, the min-grants provide funds up-front. 

The national center has set up a special Web page  that includes a “frequently asked questions”  section for the mini-grants.
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Startup and Planning Grants Available Off-Cycle
NHDOT recognizes that getting a program started and doing the planning work often requires financial support. This is why the department offers startup and travel plan grants on a track separate from the general-grant cycle.

Startup grants reimburse communities up to $5,000 for work that can include conducting the in-class and parental surveys, other non-infrastructure activities, and small infrastructure expenditures that do not involve construction. Eligible infrastructure expenses can include items like portable bicycle racks or signs erected on existing poles. (Construction projects are not eligible for startup grants because of cost and the requirement for environmental review.)
Travel plan grants reimburse communities up to $15,000 per school for developing a comprehensive plan.

This part of the program is quite flexible. Sponsors can apply for either or both types of grants. They are not required before a sponsor submits a general-grant application. The idea is to provide sponsors with whatever kind of assistance a community needs. Applications are accepted whenever a community is ready to participate in SRTS.
During general grant cycles, a community could apply for up to $250,000 if the application was supported by a comprehensive travel plan. Without such a plan, the cap was $100,000.
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Meet With the Coordinator
Some sponsors choose to take the self-service approach by relying on the applications and information available on the SRTS Web site, but most successful applicants work with the SRTS state coordinator and the RPC for their community.

The coordinator will travel to any community to meet with potential sponsors at the convenience of local leaders. Early morning and evening appointments are available. The only requirement is that communities form a local task force of school and municipal officials and other interested individuals, including parents and representatives of community organizations interested in bicycling and walking.

Using a PowerPoint presentation, the coordinator gives a comprehensive overview of the program, answers any questions, and engages in a discussion of local conditions. A representative of the area’s RPC often attends. See the coordinator’s contact information at the end of his electronic newsletter.
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Statewide Committee to Expand
NHDOT is recruiting two new volunteer members for the SAC. New positions have been created for a safety expert and a representative of the law enforcement community. Two applications are on file for the safety expert. 
School resource officers, patrol officers with an interest in safe walking and bicycling, police administrators, and any other individuals with a law-enforcement background are invited to apply.

The committee holds quarterly meetings at NHDOT headquarters in Concord. As described above, the SAC also holds at least two meetings during a general grant application cycle. Committee members are responsible for reviewing and making recommendations on reimbursement funding applications and requests for amendments to awards, and providing some policy and administrative guidance. 
Individuals interested in serving on the committee or nominating someone should send a letter explaining the qualifications as well as reasons for wanting to serve on the committee. Address the request to the coordinator.
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Get Your Story Out

Visit New Hampshire’s SRTS Web site to see what other Granite State communities are up to. If your school and community are sponsoring SRTS-related events – from walking school buses to bike rodeos – please let the coordinator know.
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No Spam

This SRTS electronic newsletter is a resource for individuals and communities that are interested in the program. Feel free to forward it. Please notify the coordinator if you want to be added to or removed from the distribution list.
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John W. Corrigan
Safe Routes to School Coordinator
Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance
N.H. Department of Transportation
7 Hazen Drive, PO Box 483
Concord, NH 03302-0483 
(603) 271-1980
jcorrigan@dot.state.nh.us

SRTS Web site: http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/planning/srts/index.htm
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