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The Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) required
minimum retroreflectivity levels for
roadway signs and the Federal Highway
Administration required that a plan be in place
by 2012 to track roadway sign retroreflectivity.
The purpose of this study was to identify, develop, and
implement a cost-effective and efficient method to comply.

Five possible methods listed by the MUTCD:

¢ Visual Nighttime Inspection: Nighttime inspections are performed
by trained inspectors from a moving vehicle.

¢ Measured Sign Retrorefiectivity: A retroreflectometer is used to
measure the retroreflectivity of signs.
¢ Expected Sign Life: Signs older than the expected life are
automatically replaced.
¢ Blanket Replacement: Signs in an area and/or of a
similar type are replaced at specified intervals.
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