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NOTES ON CONFERENCE: 
 
Finalization of April 16, 2008 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Lebanon, IM-89-1(77)60, 11700 
 
This project involves the reconstruction of the Interstate 89, Exit 20 interchange with NH Route 
12A.  Larry Keniston briefly described the impacts of the project.  This project includes 12,112 s.f. 
of permanent wetland impacts, 805 s.f. of bank impacts and 909 s.f. of temporary impacts.  The 
bank and temporary impacts are associated with the construction of a drainage pipe outlet into the 
Connecticut River.  The majority of the remaining impacts will result from the reconstruction of 
existing drainage ditches along I-89.  
 
Kim Tuttle stated that coordination with USFWS regarding the potential for the presence of the 
Dwarf Wedge Mussel in the Connecticut River is needed.  Marc Laurin mentioned that the 
coordination that occurred several years ago did not reveal any concerns.  He will coordinate with 
the USFWS on the previous determination.  Lori Sommer inquired about the replacement of water 
quality treatment.  Approximately 7,530 sq. ft. of ditch type wetlands will be recreated, as well as 
the construction of detention areas in the southwest and northeast quadrants of the interchange.   
 
Rich Roach asked if it was possible to outlet the drainage pipe farther back from the river.  Don 
Lyford stated that there are concerns with the silt soils along the bank of the Connecticut River and 
that erosion would occur if the outlet were not located and protected as proposed.  L. Sommer 
inquired as to the status of the previous proposal that extended a road behind the Sears Plaza 
adjacent to the river.  L. Keniston assured her that this option is no longer being considered, 
however the Department is proposing a plaza connector road farther to the south, under I-89 
between the Sears and Kmart plazas.   
 
Gino Infascelli asked if there were any impacts to the adjacent City conservation lands.  L. 
Keniston pointed out that the drainage pipe is not located within the conservation lands.  M. Laurin 
stated that coordination with the Upper Valley Land Trust (holders of the conservation easement) 
has been on-going and an agreement has been reached regarding the proposed floodplain 
mitigation located behind K-Mart on this land.  This will entail the removal of several old asphalt 
piles (approximately 4,000 cu yd) within the conservation property.   
 
L. Sommer stated that since there are over 10,000 s.f. of wetland impacts the Department of 
Transportation will need to mitigate.  Kevin Nyhan stated that wetland mitigation is not being 
proposed as the majority of the wetland impacts are to existing drainage ditches which will be 
recreated and would provide essentially the same water quality treatment functions as the existing 
ditches.  This will need to be demonstrated in the permit application.  L. Keniston mentioned that 
there are two proposed detention ponds within the project area that will replicate or improve the 
water quality functions of the existing drainage facilities along I-89.  R. Roach stated that this 
project qualifies for coverage under the NH PGP. 
 
This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 1/22/1998, 7/29/1998, 12/16/1998, 
3/17/1999, 10/20/2004 & 7/20/05. 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/July202005.pdf
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Litchfield, X-A000(566), 14838 
 
This project consists of the construction of two segments of a pedestrian/bikeway to close the two 
remaining gaps in the path, thus creating a continuous pedestrian bikeway from Talent Road in the 
southern portion of town to the northerly terminus point at NH Route 3A.  The southerly section of 
the path begins at the northeast corner of the intersection of Albuquerque Avenue and Pinecrest 
Road and continues to the intersection of Meadowbrook Lane and Albuquerque Avenue.  The 
northerly section of the path begins at the northwest corner of the intersection of Hillcrest Road 
and Albuquerque Avenue and continues to Simeon Lane.   
 
Bill Rollins and Aaron Lachance of Stantec Consulting Services Inc. were in attendance to present 
the project. 
 
B. Rollins presented an overview of the project and indicated the Town is proposing to construct 
approximately 1.8 miles of pedestrian/bikeway (multi-use path) in two individual segments (0.85 
mile southern section, 0.95 mile northern section).  B. Rollins indicated on a map of Litchfield, 
which segments of the path have been completed and showed the two segments of the path 
currently being proposed.  Construction of these two segments will complete the path from the 
south end of Town to the north end of Town where the path terminates at Route 3A. 
 
A roll plan showing each segment of the proposed path was presented with photos showing the 
existing conditions along the route of the path.  A packet of photos matching the photos on the roll 
plan was available to members for their use while discussing the proposed location of the path 
along the road. 
 
B. Rollins explained that the proposed path would be an 8-foot wide paved multi-use path 
matching the previously constructed segments of the path.  A 5’ wide grass panel will separate the 
path from Albuquerque Avenue, and will be increased where possible to provide more separation.  
Since the Town of Litchfield had the foresight to lay out a 75-foot wide right-of-way the path can 
be constructed within the existing right-of-way without the need for easements or land acquisition.   
 
B. Rollins explained that he had contacted NHF&G Non-Game and Endangered Species Program 
personnel who reviewed the proposed project and noted that they did not expect impacts to any 
species in the area.   
 
B. Rollins explained that all wetlands within the project vicinity were flagged and field located and 
only minor wetland impacts will be required.  At the locations where the proposed path crosses an 
existing culvert, the culvert will be extended to daylight beyond the extended slope and a headwall 
will be used to minimize the required extension.  Minor wetland impacts will be necessary at these 
culvert extensions.  B. Rollins explained how using steeper embankment slopes, keeping the path 
as close as possible to Albuquerque Avenue, and the potential use of retaining walls would prevent 
wetland impacts in other areas. 
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Kim Tuttle of NHF&G requested photographs of the wetland areas to be impacted in the northern 
section of the path near the intersection of Albuquerque Ave and Brenton Street.  B. Rollins 
explained that there would not be wetland impacts in this area.    
 
Kevin Nyhan explained that the routine roadway improvement notification process can be used for 
certain culvert extensions up to 10’ in length.  He noted that further information on this process 
could be found at the NHDES website.   
 
R. Roach with the Army Corps of Engineers commented that the project did not raise any concerns 
and that this project would qualify for coverage under the NH PGP. 
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting.   
 
 
Durham-Newmarket, STP-TE-X-5133(009), 13080 
 
This project involves upgrades to, and widening of NH Route 108 between the Durham Point Road 
intersection in Durham and the Bay Road intersection in Newmarket.  Rachel Stevens of NH Fish 
and Game and the Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR), presented details on a 
wetland/wildlife habitat creation/enhancement area on the property formerly owned by Powers.  
NHDOT wishes to partner with NHF&G and the Great Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve 
(NERR) on the project as mitigation.  Also in attendance with R. Stevens were Brian Linvill and 
Brooke Smart, both of the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), another project 
partner. 
 
R. Stevens provided a background on NERR nationwide, indicating that each reserve has a 
different state partner.  In NH the partner is NHF&G.  The Powers parcel is within a conservation 
focus area for Great Bay NERR on 5,000 acres, the largest unfragmented block of land.  Ellison 
Brook runs through the Powers parcel, which was farmland with pasturing cows (Belted 
Galloways).  The cows have been removed from the site, eliminating a source of nutrients in 
Ellison Brook.  The property was drained in the past for agricultural use leaving the hydric soils 
intact.  If left untouched, the property would revert back to “naturalized” conditions.  Currently the 
ditches are filling in, holding more surface water.  The project would speed up the succession, and 
protect surrounding road and housing infrastructure.  To provide the mosaic of habitat types, a 
small control structure is proposed to back up approximately 12 acres of water over the hydric 
soils.  Habitat conditions will support Black duck, turtles and avian species. 
 
Rich Roach asked if the pond would degrade the water quality of Ellison Brook.  R. Stevens 
responded that water quality is a concern and that there should be no water quality impacts.  In 
addition, one of the reasons the property was purchased was to improve water quality by removing 
the cows, a continual nutrient input to the Lamprey River.  Should there be water quality 
degradation, a back up plan would involve the use of new technology and mitigation. 
 
Mark Kern indicated that the project has merit and he could support the partnership as mitigation, 
given the wildlife and habitat components.  He expressed no strong opinions, however, one-way or 
the other. 
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Gino Infascelli asked if the permits had been issued for the project.  R. Stevens indicated that a 
dam permit would be needed and NHF&G was coordinating with Dori Wiggin at the Wetlands 
Bureau, but no permits had been issued yet.  The project would also include provisions for fish 
passage around the impoundment. 
 
Lori Sommer indicated that in order for DOT to partner on the Powers project as mitigation the 
timing would need to be worked out.  As it stands, DOT would be applying for a permit in 
December 2008 with advertisement of the project in December 2010.  This would coincide with 
the Powers work.  K. Nyhan also indicated that the $30,000 needed by the project, in conjunction 
with the elements included in design to address turtles and invasive species, would need to 
mitigate the entire project.  An in-lieu fee payment would be approximately $110,000.  However, 
the $30,000 of DOT funds would leverage an additional $90,000 of Federal WRP funds, which 
should be included in the mitigation equation, making the total funding of mitigation at $120,000, 
$10,000 more than the in-lieu fee payment. 
 
R. Roach felt that Bill Neidermyer, USFWS, would not buy into the project.  He indicated he 
would contact him.  K. Nyhan indicated that the Powers project should also coordinate with 
USFWS to determine their support. 
 
This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 12/18/02, 12/17/03, 5/18/05 & 
2/20/08. 
 
 
Rochester, NHS-027-1(36), 10620D 
 
This project involves the reconstruction of NH Route 16 (Spaulding Turnpike) between Exits 11 
and 16.  The Department would like to amend the mitigation package, as discussed in November 
of 2004, to eliminate Phase II of the City Concrete creation site, for the creation of a similar 
mitigation site, 8-10 acres in size, on the Henderson site, so called.  The City proposes to utilize 
the Phase II area of the City site as a water supply area with associated groundwater protection 
buffers. 
 
The Henderson site offers a similar size creation opportunity.  That site is also proposed for a 
water supply site, however the Department is evaluating the viability of a creation site.  If allowed 
to move forward with the amended mitigation, the Department would also be seeking additional 
time (approximately 1 year) to monitor and obtain baseline data on the site to ensure success. 
 
Mark Kern indicated this was acceptable and requested that buffers be included in the Henderson 
site.  Lori Sommer indicated that it should be approvable, but would like to review the Henderson 
site prior to formally approving the change.  Kim Tuttle supports the proposal. 
 
The Department will continue to work with all agencies to move forward with developing a 
conceptual plan within the next six months.  A site review will be scheduled within the next few 
months with interested agencies. 
 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/May182005.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/February202008.pdf
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Rich Roach expressed no real concern with the concept and agreed that time should be allowed for 
the development of a quality plan should the Department move forward with the Henderson site.  
He indicated that the permit would need to be amended to allow the change in mitigation. 
 
This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 10/20/99, 1/17/01, 7/17/02, 12/17/03, 
& 11/17/04. 
 
 
Marlborough, 14939 (Non-Federal) 
 
The proposed project consists of slip-lining the 10’ diameter culvert (bridge) that carries Robbins 
Brook under Gates Road in the Town of Marlborough.  Rob Hitchcock, SVE Associates, made a 
brief presentation outlining intent to slip line an existing 10’ CMP installed on Robbins Brook in 
1988 that has extensive loss of section due to corrosion.  The liner pipe is proposed to be 8’ HDPE.  
NHDOT has recommended that the bridge be closed.  Because it is the only safe access route, the 
Town has posted signs warning travelers that its condition is unsafe. 
 
Robbins Brook is a tributary to the Miniwawa River, which according to K. Tuttle with NHF&G, 
is a productive salmon habitat. 
 
R. Hitchcock pointed out the existing culvert appears to have been installed without a permit by 
Woodmaster, the developer.  There is 13’ of cover over the pipe, which is 100’+/- in length with 4 
bends.  The lining process would require disturbance beyond both culvert ends of 30’. 
 
K. Tuttle asked what the full bank width is and Hitchcock replied about 15’.  K. Tuttle stated that 
the velocity would increase and the smooth surface of the HDPE would inhibit upstream migration 
of fish, frogs, etc.  She stated her preference for an open bottom box culvert. 
 
R. Hitchcock pointed out that installing a box culvert would require the road be closed and that 
there were 40 condo units that depend on Gates Road to get to and from their homes.  He stated 
further that there are a couple gravel roads for emergency access but they would not be suitable for 
a 2-3 month construction period, and the cost of the project would go from $200,000 to about 
$750,000. 
 
When asked about alternatives R. Hitchcock noted that SVE initially considered shotcreting the 
invert but felt that an HDPE liner would be a better long-term solution.  Steve Liakos interjected 
that concrete lined culverts have only a 10-15 year life span.  R. Hitchcock stated that the 
alternative of an replacement bridge was ruled out quickly because of the cost factor. 
 
John Northcott, Marlborough Selectman, pointed out that the Town didn’t have funding to install a 
box culvert this year and with the NHDOT recommending the bridge be closed he thought 
sliplining was appropriate. 
 
Nancy Mayville pointed out that the State has 175 bridges in some state of failure and limited 
funding to deal with all those bridges.  She stated that she thought slip lining was a cost effective 
solution. 
 



Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting 
May 21, 2008 

Page 7 
 
 

It was asked if there was a history of flooding at this culvert and John Northcott stated there were 
no known capacity problems, even in the fall of 2005.  
 
The Wetlands Bureau, NHF&G, ACOE, and EPA all indicated that they had concerns with the 
slip-lining option and were disinclined to approve the project.  The resource agencies thought a 
shotcrete invert liner was better, and approvable, even though it has a shorter expected life span. 
 
It was also noted following the meeting that SVE had already received preliminary input from the 
Wetlands Bureau via a Reclassification Letter.  That letter similarly did not support the slip line 
proposal. 
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting.   
 
 
Rye, 2006-M610 “Rye Beach Club,” (Non-Federal)  
 
The Department is proposing to install a culvert that will connect to an existing catch basin 
structure along NH Route 1A.  This culvert will outlet directly to Rye Beach in an effort to 
alleviate the occasional flooding at the roadway corner of the Rye Beach Club parking lot.   
 
Matt Urban presented the subject project as described above in an attempt to obtain SPGP 
approval under the project’s current design.  Ralph Sanders, an engineer at the Department’s 
District Six office, developed the current project design.  The design consists of a 12” HDPE 
culvert that runs from the existing drywell/catch basin through the Rye Beach Club’s parking lot 
with a tide flex check valve on the outlet end that drains directly to the beach.  
 
Gino Infascelli, who has visited this project location in the past with both Matt Urban and Ralph 
Sanders, expressed his concerns for this project after having discussions with the water quality 
personnel from the DES.  Having the outlet drain directly into an existing impaired water body 
(The Atlantic Ocean) would not be an acceptable design without further water quality certificates 
and a reconsideration of the project design and the parking lot layout. 
 
Rich Roach, stated that this project would not qualify for SPGP and thus it would require an 
individual Army Corps permit.  
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting.  
 
 

Carroll, M112-08-01 (Non-Federal) 
 

A site review will be held on June 25, 2008.  Kevin Nyhan has secured a DOT van to provide 
transportation to and from the site.  Several agencies indicated that they would be able to attend.  
In addition, Steve Couture will contact the Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee and the 
NH Stream Team to make them aware of the trip. 
 
This project was previously reviewed on the following date: 3/19/08. 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/bureaus/environment/documents/March192008.pdf
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