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NOTES ON CONFERENCE:

Finalization of October 21st 2015 Meeting Minutes
Matt Urban indicated that he had received some minor editorial comments via email and motioned to finalize the meeting minutes. Gino Infascelli indicated that he did have some minor comments and that he would like included, he indicated that he would email his comments following by the end of the day. Matt indicated that he would incorporate the comments once received and distribute the finalized minutes. 
Gilford, Non-Federal, 40776
Tony Weatherbee provided an overview of the project. The scope of the project is to rehab the bridge that carries Rte. 11B over Meadow Brook (097/094).  Existing structure is a concrete frame bridge. Proposed work consists of the following: place sandbag cofferdams, place temporary scaffolding, replace concrete deck, patch substructure and place riprap.

Gino Infascelli said that Meadow Brook flows into Lake Winnipesaukee at and it has an elevation of 504.2. He said that NH Streamstats appears to be incorrect. He asked what is proposed on the substructure and T. Weatherbee indicated the need to install riprap on the upstream wingwalls and temporary scaffolding.

Carol Henderson asked that we wash off any equipment in the water to avoid the spread of Milfoil.

Lori Sommer said that there is no mitigation required.

This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting.
Madison, Non-Federal, 40774
Tony Weatherbee provided an overview of the project. The scope of the project is to rehab the bridge that carries Rte. 113 over Deep River (068/090).  Existing structure is a concrete slab bridge. Proposed work consists of the following: place sandbag cofferdams, repair substructure, place toewall and place riprap. 
Carol Henderson asked to minimize the amount of riprap being installed.

Lori Sommer said that there is no mitigation required.

This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting.
Madison, Non-Federal, 40775
Tony Weatherbee provided an overview of the project. The scope of the project is to rehab the bridge that carries Rte. 153 over Purity Pond Brook (163/048).  Existing structure is an IB-C bridge. Proposed work consists of the following: place temporary scaffolding in the brook and do minor repairs to the superstructure and substructure. The jack arch portion of the structure will be replaced with a concrete slab. 

Gino Infascelli said that this location had a permit back in 1996.

Carol Henderson asked what time of year the project would be taking place and T. Weatherbee said in the summer or fall. Carol asked that we avoid the spring due to large smout population in the brook.

Lori Sommer said that there is no mitigation required.

This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting.
Manchester, Non-Federal, 40367
VHB presented/ reviewed the Black Brook Bridge Scour Repair project, which proposes to stabilize the slopes supporting the two bridges that carry I-293 (the FE Everett turnpike) over Black Brook in Manchester, NH. David Smith presented a set of slides to the group in his overview of the project. D. Smith summarized the goals of the meeting: to review the problem at the bridge slopes; to review a conceptual design solution and; to solicit input from the resource agencies on the proposed stabilization project.

The existing bridges were constructed in 1956, and are 70’ spans approximately 41’ wide. The bridges are located near the Merrimack River, downstream of the location of a recent dam removal. The bridges are red listed due primarily to the scour and undermining of the bridge abutments. These bridges are within the study area for the I-293 Exit 6 and 7 NEPA Environmental Assessment (i.e., Manchester 16099), which is reviewing long term solutions to problems in this part of the corridor including reconstruction/reconfiguration of Exits 6 and 7. The bridges are likely to be replaced as part of this larger project. However, the EA will take at least 18 months, and final design and construction will take years more. Given the seriousness of the erosion issue, the Department has determined that there is a need to address the scour problem in 2016, although a permanent solution will be developed through the larger project. D. Smith reviewed photographs depicting the unvegetated and exposed slopes under bridge, showing scoured abutments. In 2009, the Department stabilized a portion of bank under an emergency authorization from NHDES. In 2014 a bridge inspection showed further deterioration.  
Three alternative slope stabilization methods have been considered:

· Option 1 – Stone Fill Embankment – Would involve placement of large stone rip-rap to reconstruct the original embankment as per the 1956 design. This option would require use of large equipment under the bridge to handle large stones, which is a problem due to the limited overhead clearance (only 17’).

· Option 2 – Articulated Concrete Block – Use of a concrete blanket, laid across the embankment and channel bottom. This option would also require large equipment and would also require that the bed of the stream be impacted by placement of the concrete blanket.

· Option 3 – Gabion Embankment – This option would involve installation of stone-filled wire gabions, which would allow smaller equipment, and would also allow for a steeper slope than other options. This is currently the Department’s preferred alternative.

As currently designed, the project would require up to 8,280 square feet of permanent impact in the bed and banks of Black Brook, as well as about 1,020 square feet of temporary impact for access. These impacts are based on a rip-rap slope design and may change. The work will require stream diversion, likely by way of a staged cofferdam. A previous study determined that the 1.5-year flow is about 685 cfs, and the 100-year flow is 1,920 cfs.

The Department currently expects to complete the project work during low flow conditions between September – November and would avoid the tree clearing time of year restriction for the endangered northern long-eared bats. D. Smith briefly reviewed the status of cultural resource studies. The bridge itself is exempt from Section 106 as it is part of the interstate highway system. Archaeological concerns should be minimal since the area was previously disturbed. Staging and access is a challenge, and some tree clearing is anticipated along the northwest quadrant of the project area, although this area has been used for access in the past and is largely shrubs and saplings with only a few larger trees.

Pete Walker briefly reviewed the status of rare species coordination. The NH Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB) provided a project review in October (NHB 15-3306), which found that, although there were some records of rare species in the vicinity, based on the nature of the proposed project, the NHB does not expect impacts, and indicated in their review that no further coordination was necessary. The US Fish and Wildlife Service IPaC system flagged small whorled pogonia as occurring in the area, but field review of the project footprint found that the impact area lacks the specific habitat needed for this species. Ethan Nedeau, of Biodrawversity, completed a mussel survey of the project area, and found no concerns. The bridge was inspected for potential bat use, which found some staining and a small amount of bat guano on the abutments. However, no bats were observed, and the project will comply with the standard time of year restriction (i.e., after September 1).

Carol Henderson asked about potential wildlife use of the brook as a travel corridor, and suggested that a shelf or other means for wildlife passage be incorporated into the design. D. Smith replied that this would be evaluated. The shelf should be built about 1-2’ above normal water levels.

Gino Infascelli noted that the Front Street bridge appears to a much narrower span than the I-293 bridge, and asked if that is part of the problem? P. Walker replied that a geomorphic assessment had not yet been completed, but would take place as part of the larger Manchester 16099 project. Given the fact that the I-293 bridge is within the impoundment of the Merrimack River’s Amoskeag Dam, it could be that fluctuating water levels, rather than scour velocities, are part of the erosion issue. Greg Goodrich added that the soils within the embankment are poor.

We discussed access, and the need for temporary impacts. Using a draft access plan, we discussed that the steep sideslopes of the highway require temporary impacts in a back channel portion of Black Brook. Access from the northwestern side of the project area, near the southbound barrel, makes the most sense since the area was previously disturbed even though this requires some temporary wetland impact.

G. Infascelli mentioned that there had been no follow up from the previous emergency authorization. He asked if there were any plans of that work. D. Smith will check into whether any plans were developed, but doubts that any would be found. G. Infascelli agreed that it is appropriate to include information on the emergency authorization work in the current application, which would serve as the required follow-up application required by the previous authorization.

Lori Sommer confirmed that there would be no mitigation required, since the project involves protection of existing infrastructure.
Brookline, XA004, 40427
Douglas Brodeur provided an overview of the project, which is a sidewalk extension with two separate segments. Segment ‘E’ was discussed first, which extends the existing sidewalk network from the intersection of South Main Street and NH Route 130 to the intersection of Bohanon Bridge Road and NH Route 130, and is approximately 2,800 LF in length. There is one wetland system adjacent to the project area near Cider Mill Pond, and is not anticipated to be impacted.
Gino Infacelli asked what the project was proposing, and it was clarified that it was a sidewalk installation adjacent to NH Route 130, where one does not currently exist.
Tom Jameson asked if there would be any curbing installed as part of the project, D. Brodeur answered the current plan is to install a 3’ wide grass strip adjacent to the existing travel way with a 5’ wide sidewalk panel on the outside of the grass strip. There is a portion of NH Route 130 slightly south of Cross Road which has existing curbing, which will be maintained in the proposed project. 
Ron Crickard asked if any tree clearing would be required for the project, D. Brodeur answered that there would be a number of large pine trees near the cemetery that would need to be removed.
R. Crickard asked if the NH Natural Heritage Bureau database had been checked, D. Brodeur answered that it had, and their no findings, Amy Lamb provide the record numbers NHB15-3446 and NHB15-3447.

D. Brodeur also indicated that the USF&WS service online IPaC Trust Resource had also been checked and both segments had the potential to impact the Northern Long Eared Bat (NLEB). (Not given at the meeting, however for the record the project codes are YX6TM-6YGZVHQ-IB2SG-WD36S4 and PDXNW-NILU5-FTJEG-U5R4Y-KSJUNM).
D.  Brodeur  indicated that we were aware of the restrictions on tree clearing, due to NLEB, and that this had been discussed with the Brookline Town Manager, and that the possibility exists to use town funds to clear vegetation early next year, prior to the project being advertised.
It was discussed that certain paper work had to be filed with the USF&WS in relationship to the NLEB, and suggested that the planning bureau project manager assist with this. R. Crickard indicated that it was important to follow the process in regards to this.

G. Infascelli indicated that the project was in the vicinity of the Nissistent River and the potential exists that the project may be within the Shoreland Protection Buffer. D. Brodeur said that this will definitely be reviewed as part of the design process. G. Infascelli also mentioned that south of the project along Bohanon Bridge Road, primed wetlands existed,

D. Brodeur gave a brief overview of Segment ‘F’, which is an extension of the sidewalk network adjacent to Old Milford Road from Steam Mill Hill Road to Rocky Pond Road, with the same 3’ grass panel and 5’ sidewalk panel configuration, again no curb was anticipated for this project. D. Brodeur indicated that an intermittent stream was adjacent to the project, and indicated the location on the plan, however it was anticipated to be impacted. It was also discussed that tree clearing would occur on Old Milford Road. 

R. Crickard asked if the project would require an EPA Construction General Permit under the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES). D. Brodeur indicated that the project is over the 0.5 acre disturbance threshold and that a SWPPP would be prepared. R.Crickard corrected D. Brodeur that the threshold was 1 acre.
It was asked when the start of construction was anticipated, D. Brodeur indicated that the Town would like to start in the next construction season, most likely in the middle to the end of next summer, however a specific date has not been set. T. Jameson felt that this was slightly aggressive, and construction would most likely start next autumn at the earliest.

