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NOTES ON CONFERENCE: 
 
 
Finalization of the July 21, 2010 Meeting Minutes 
 
The July 21, 2010 meeting minutes were finalized.  Carol Henderson asked for some clarification 
on the Departments procedures for requesting Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB) searches for 
projects which span multiple years.  Jon Evans indicated that in such circumstances the 
Department typically will perform an NHB search during the first stages of preliminary design and 
then again during final design, prior to applying for a wetlands permit.   
 
 
Hampton, 14532W (Previously: 15980) (non-Federal) 
 
Steve Ireland of NHDOT - District 6 explained that this project involves the construction of a 
drainage outlet and storm water infiltration system on Hampton Beach.  A NH Wetlands Bureau 
permit (2007-02527) and a US Army Corps Permit (NAE-2009-02565) were obtained for the 
proposed project.  S. Ireland indicated that the funding for the project has not been completely 
obtained.  He explained that the Department would like to phase the project by replacing the outlet 
this fall and performing the remainder of the project when funding is available.  S. Ireland 
mentioned that he had discussed the proposed changes with Rich Roach as the permit required 
Army Corps notification of any changes to the plan or construction methods.  During this 
conversation R. Roach had no objection to the proposed project phasing but requested that the 
project be brought before the other resource agencies.  As such, S. Ireland presented a few photos 
that show the extent of the outlet’s deterioration.  He expressed concerns that if it is not replaced 
this season, there is a strong possibility that failure will occur shortly thereafter which could result 
in substantial flooding along NH Route 1A.  
 
Those present indicated there is a need for the project and that this effort is the first step towards 
addressing the E-coli issues that are a result of debris and detritus backed up in the pipes.  For that 
reason, in addition to the failing condition of the pipe all agreed work should move forward with 
the proposed phased approach. 
 
(Wetlands Bureau Permit #: 2007-02527) (US Army Corps Permit #:  NAE-2009-02565) 
(NHNHB File #: NHB07-0633)   This project was previously reviewed on the following date: 
7/18/2007 
 
 
Rollinsford, NH - S. Berwick, ME, X-A000(248), 14241 
 
Josh Lafond provided a brief description of the project.  This project involves the resurfacing of 
2.9 miles of NH Route 4 from the Dover City line to the Salmon Falls River.  Existing cable 
guardrail within the project limits will be replaced with W-beam.  The Route 4 bridge deck over 
the Salmon Falls River will be replaced.  Future projects will stabilize eroded slopes and drainage 
outlets, as well as the replacement of twin culverts at Rollins Brook (Fresh Brook).  Underdrain 
will be constructed at five locations and will daylight upslope of jurisdictional areas.  Bob Davis 
stated that no wetland impacts are anticipated at this time.  Should it later be determined that 
wetland impacts will be necessary the Department anticipates limiting such impacts to the confines 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/environment/units/projectdevelopment/documents/nrac-071807.pdf
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of a Notification of Routine Roadway Maintenance.  Gino Infascelli cautioned that depending on 
the proposed outlet treatment, the project may require a Standard Dredge and Fill Permit, which 
could require additional time and that the Department should plan accordingly.   
Melissa Coppola noted that the NHNHB review number for the project was incorrectly listed in 
the agenda.  Jon Evans will correct. 
 
(NHNHB File #: NHB10-1698)  This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly 
Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting. 
 
 
Merrimack, 12105 (non-Federal)  
 
This project involves the rehabilitation and widening of the FEE Turnpike's Merrill's Marauders 
Bridge over the Souhegan River (Bridge # 111/115).  The Town of Merrimack has requested to 
place a pedestrian bridge within the Department’s Right-of-Way.   
 
Keith Hickey, Merrimack’s Town Manager introduced the project and the Town’s pro-bono 
engineering consultants, Steven Keach, P.E. and Robert Phillips, P.E. of Keach-Nordstrom 
Associates, Inc. of Bedford, New Hampshire; and went on to generally describe the proposed 
project.   This effort is of importance to the town as it provides a future crossing of the Souhegan 
River for the town’s existing municipal pedestrian trail system, which links a series of municipal 
properties, facilities and streets to both the north and south of the Souhegan River.  S. Keach 
continued by reminding those in attendance that the Town of Merrimack is bifurcated by the F.E. 
Everett Turnpike, which except for a half dozen street crossings, prevents pedestrian access from 
residential neighborhoods located to the west of the Turnpike from non-residential areas and 
public facilities generally located on the east side of the Turnpike.  S. Keach pointed out that with 
the proposed pedestrian bridge in place, the existing trail system would provide pedestrian access 
for those areas to the west and north direct access to Merrimack High School, the Mastricola 
Upper Elementary School, the downtown area and other municipal facilities such as the 
Merrimack Public Library and Town Office Complex.  S. Keach also stated the pedestrian bridge 
would enable student athletes the ability to walk directly from the High School campus to 
recreational land situated to the west of the Turnpike, including the Gibson Field Complex.   
 
S. Keach and K. Hickey went on to describe the series of events that lead to the advancement of 
this municipal project, including the Town’s recent acquisition of a pre-constructed pedestrian 
bridge structure from the City of Portsmouth.  Specifically, it was noted that this project had been 
spearheaded by a group comprised largely of volunteers and members of the Merrimack 
Conservation Commission.  K. Hickey stated that the project had already gained written support 
from both the Merrimack Conservation Commission and the Souhegan River Local Advisory 
Committee. 
 
S. Keach stated that the Department had recently agreed to assist the Town of Merrimack in 
submitting a permit amendment to the Department’s Merrill’s Marauders Bridge reconstruction 
permit (NHDOT Project # 12105, Wetlands Bureau Permit #2008-00553).   
 
S. Keach then introduced Robert Phillips, who directed attendee’s attention to copies of a design 
plan, which illustrated the proposed location and elevation of the pedestrian bridge.  R. Phillips 
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went on to provide a detailed summary of the work with particular emphasis on the extent of work 
being proposed within the Wetlands Bureau’s jurisdiction.  Gino Infascelli indicated that the top of 
bank that was delineated on the Departments previously submitted plans may be incorrect and that 
the line should be verified and adjusted accordingly, to represent the true top of bank.  G. Infascelli 
indicated that depending on the location of the top of bank, a Shoreland permit may also be 
necessary for impacts within 250 feet of the ordinary high water (OHW) line and outside of 
wetlands bureau jurisdiction.  G. Infascelli reminded S. Keach that the amended plan will require a 
PE stamp. 
 
Melissa Coppola asked if the pedestrian bridge effort would impact areas anywhere near the two 
Bird’s-foot Violet (Viola pedata)  populations which were previously located within the 
Department’s project area (NHB08-0581).  R. Phillips indicated that all impacts associated with 
the construction of the proposed pedestrian bridge would be located within areas which were 
previously disturbed during the Department’s Merrill's Marauders Bridge effort.  Matt Urban 
indicated that prior to construction the Department had located the two Bird’s-foot Violet 
populations and cordoned them off using temporary concrete barriers to avoid accidental impact.  
He also noted that these areas were well outside the proposed area of impact associated with the 
pedestrian bridge effort.  M. Urban and Jon Evans will confirm that these barriers are still in place 
and will remain in place throughout the remainder of both projects.   
 
It was agreed that the Town’s consultant would prepare all materials necessary for the proposed 
permit amendment to the Department’s Bureau of Environment.  Whenever all the necessary 
information has been provided to the Department, the Bureau will send a Permit Amendment 
request to the Wetlands Bureau.  K. Hickey stated the Town of Merrimack would furnish a check 
payable to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau for the additional permitting fees associated with the 
proposed amendment.  
  
 NHDOT project:  (Wetlands Bureau Permit #: 2008-00553) (US Army Corps Permit #:  NAE-
2008-02825) (NHNHB File #: NHB08-0581)   The NHDOT project was previously reviewed on 
the following dates: 5/18/2005, 3/19/2008 
 
 
Salisbury, 14626A (non-Federal) (Salisbury/Warner - Pingree Bridge)  
 
This project involves the removal and relocation of the Mountain Road Bridge over the 
Blackwater River in Salisbury (BR. # 095/135).  This historic bridge was purchased by a private 
citizen (Peter Ladd) who plans to relocate the bridge to West Roby District Road in Warner.   
 
Peter Ladd began by giving a brief overview of the effort.  The Mountain Road Bridge was 
replaced by the Town of Salisbury as part of the State Aid Bridge Program, (NHDOT Project #:  
14626A).  One of the commitments for the replacement of this historic bridge, also known as the 
Pingree Bridge, was to advertise its sale to anyone interested.  Peter indicated that as a result of 
this commitment, he has purchased the bridge on the condition that he receives approval from the 
various environmental agencies and the Town of Warner to relocate the bridge. 
 
Peter indicated that he plans to relocate the bridge to span the Warner River adjacent to West Roby 
District Road in Warner.  He plans to use the bridge to gain access to a portion of his property on 

http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/environment/units/projectdevelopment/documents/nrac-051805.pdf
http://www.nh.gov/dot/org/projectdevelopment/environment/units/projectdevelopment/documents/nrac-031908.pdf
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the southern side of the Warner River, which is currently inaccessible.  He indicated that he was 
aware that a wetlands permit would be necessary and that he has hired an environmental engineer 
to assist him with obtaining the environmental approvals.  Peter asked for feedback from the 
resource agencies as to what environmental requirements would be necessary to complete this 
effort.   
 
Melissa Coppola asked if a Natural Heritage Bureau search was performed for the relocation site.  
Peter indicated that one had been obtained and that no endangered or threatened species or 
exemplary natural communities were found at the proposed relocation site.   
 
Mark Kern asked what Peter’s plans for the currently inaccessible site are.  Peter indicated that the 
site has been extensively logged in the past and that he plans to utilize a portion of the property for 
livestock and maintain the remainder as managed forestland.  Mark asked if a buffer would be 
maintained between the livestock grazing areas and the river.  Peter responded that a 35-foot 
setback would be maintained between the river and the fence.   
 
Gino Infascelli indicated that in addition to a wetlands permit a shoreland permit would likely be 
necessary and that the newly implemented stream crossing guidelines would need to be addressed.  
Peter indicated that he was aware of the stream crossing guidelines.   Gino indicated that he would 
not be handling the permit application and recommended that Peter contact the area wetlands 
inspector, who he believed was Kirsten Pulkkinen.   
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting. 
 
 
Concord, 66017K (non-Federal) 
 
The Department will provide an initial review.   
 
Brian Lombard presented plans and photos of the proposed pier repair project.  This project 
involves repairs to the northerly pier of the Merrimack River Railroad Bridge.  Work includes 
constructing a concrete toe wall at the base of the pier and installing steel bolts through the block 
pier.  The block joints on the masonry pier will be re-grouted and a new concrete cap will be 
constructed on the pier.  The bridge shoes will repaired or replaced. 
 
Carol Henderson asked about Brook Floaters in the River.  Brian said that a Floater study was 
done in 2000 prior to the southerly pier (Pier 1) being replaced.   Brian said that the impact area for 
the Pier 2 repairs will be smaller than the Pier 1 replacement.  Carol thought a new Floater Study 
should be conducted in the proposed area of Pier 2. 
 
Melissa Coppola said she had the Departments request for a review and was waiting for payment.  
She also said that she would need a map showing where our staging areas would be so she could 
check them too.  Brian indicated that the Department would provide her with a map showing the 
proposed staging areas. 
 
At her request, Linda Wilson was given a copy of the photos of the pier. 
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This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting. 
 
 
Plaistow/ MBTA Commuter Rail Extension  
 
Mike Pillsbury, Deputy Commissioner of NHDOT, made an opening statement noting that the 
Department is working with the Rockingham Planning Commission, the Town of Plaistow and the 
MBTA on a project to extend the MBTA Boston-Haverhill commuter rail service 4.3 miles north 
to Plaistow, NH.  NHDOT is working with these project partners to develop an application for 
TIGER II National Infrastructure Investment funding, due on August 23, 2010.  The project team 
brought the project to the Natural Resource Agency coordination meeting to seek scoping input as 
NHDOT begins the NEPA process.   
 
Scott Bogle from the Rockingham Planning Commission provided a brief overview of the project.   
He described that the project consisted of four main capital components:  1) construction of a 
passenger station and siding located at an existing NHDOT Park and Ride facility on Westville 
Road in Plaistow, adjacent to Route 125; 2) construction of a new layover facility holding up to six 
MBTA train sets, approximately 2,000 feet south of the proposed station, on a former industrial 
site (the Westville Homes site); 3) purchase of three bi-level passenger coaches to support 
increased ridership from the Plaistow service extension; and 4)  installation of a crossover switch 
that will support efficient movement of trains from the layover facility to the station and improved 
capacity on the main line. 
 
S. Bogle’s presentation described the purpose and need for the project, project history going back 
to 1990, the bi-state funding agreement currently being negotiated between NHDOT and the 
MBTA to support the project, and specific issues related to the proposed Station and Layover sites.   
S. Bogle indicated that the proposal would utilize an existing active railroad track but involves 
physical construction at two locations, the Station Site and the Layover Facility.   
 
Station Site – The proposed station will be located at the existing 275-space NHDOT Westville 
Road Park & Ride lot just of NH125.  The facility will include a 600’ long full high platform to 
conform to requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  A 700’ station siding will 
separate stopped trains from passing main line traffic.  Construction of the siding and platform will 
require an easement from Freedom Tire Company, the abutting business to the north.  S. Bogle 
noted that the siding and platform would also likely impact a retention point to the south of the 
parking lot.  
 
Layover Facility – The proposed layover facility will be located on the 26-acre Westville Homes 
site, a former manufactured housing fabrication plant whose 72,000 sq. ft. building is now partially 
used for dry goods storage but largely empty.  The site is industrially zoned, with big box 
commercial development abutting to the south and a limited residential development to the north.  
S. Bogle noted that the proposed facility would replace the current MBTA Bradford layover 
facility, which is in the middle of a dense residential neighborhood.  He noted that the use of 
auxiliary power units would limit locomotive idling, but that the need for noise abatement work 
was anticipated, including a likely berm/soundwall combination, and possible acquisition of some 



Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting 
August 18, 2010 

Page 7 
 
 

properties.  He noted that there is a stream and wetlands on the site, but the proposed construction 
area was well away from buffers for these features.  Finally, he noted that the layover facility is 
anticipated to reduce the amount of impermeable surface on the site, with the removal of the 
building and 3.3 acres of parking lot.  
 
Matt Urban from NHDOT Bureau of the Environment summarized findings from preliminary 
resource identification work he had done on the site.  He noted that Plaistow had no defined prime 
wetlands adjacent to either site.  No floodplains or impaired water issues were identified within 
either site. The Natural Heritage Bureau database had no records of any threatened or endangered 
species or exemplary natural communities on either site.  There is a past record of a leaking 
underground storage tank on the site.  He indicated that the project team would similarly meet with 
the cultural resource agency group in early September. 
 
Jon Evans of NHDOT asked about noise impacts along the rail corridor itself, away from the 
station and layover facility.  S. Bogle noted that the EA for the Downeaster had focused solely on 
the proposed station areas, since there was already active freight rail service on the main line.  J. 
Evans asked that the project team look at FTA guidance for calculating noise impacts. 
 
Gino Infascelli of NHDES questioned whether the pond adjacent to the Park and Ride lot was 
man-made, noting it is premature to identify it as a retention pond until its history is clear or that 
the project would not require mitigation.  Bogle indicated that the origin of the pond would be 
researched. 
 
Carol Henderson of NH Fish & Game asked about Town support for the project.  Tim Moore, 
Chair of the Plaistow Planning Board, indicated that there is strong support for the project from 
Town boards, and the project is currently identified in the municipal master plan.  That said, there 
will be a series of public information sessions on the project in the coming months, and direct 
outreach to nearby property owners. 
 
Mark Kern of EPA noted that he did not see significant wetland permitting issues, though there 
would be a need to come back to the group for further consultation once project engineering and 
resource inventory work was further along.  
 
Mike Pillsbury wrapped up, reiterating that the project is in an early stage of development, and 
would be brought back for more detailed presentation and discussion as it progresses.   
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting. 
 
 
Statewide, X-A001(123), 16080 
 
Bob Davis discussed the 5-year Statewide cable guardrail replacement program.  This program 
was established to eliminate cable guardrails and the turn-down ends of W-beam guardrails state-
wide.  Areas of high traffic volumes and fatalities were given the highest priority.  This year’s 
program involves approximately 27 miles along three sections in the western part of the state: 
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 Approximately 6.8 miles of NH Route 119, starting 1.6 miles east of NH 10 in Winchester, 
through the towns of Richmond, Fitzwilliam and Rindge, ending about 3 miles from the 
Massachusetts State Line; 

 Approximately 7.6 miles of NH Route 12 in Charlestown from Almar Street to the 
Claremont Town Line; and, 

 Approximately 12.4 miles of US Route 4 starting from Pumping Station Road in Lebanon, 
through the towns of Enfield and Canaan, ending at NH 118. 

 
This project is on a fast track with an advertising date of September 28, 2010.  In areas of 
environmental concerns, such as adjacent to the Connecticut River, the work will be held outside 
the top of bank by moving the guardrail away form the bank or utilizing longer (9 foot) steel posts.  
In areas that are adjacent to wetlands a normal shoulder break and taper will be constructed into 
the slope above the wetlands.  Some guardrail sections will be lengthened and will require new end 
unit platforms to be constructed.  No wetland impacts are anticipated, if wetland impacts would be 
required in any location, that section of guardrail would not be constructed at this time.   
 
There are areas of known  knotweed infestation adjacent to several of the proposed guardrail runs.  
The Department will implement the appropriate invasive species best management practices 
during construction.   
 
Melissa Coppolla requested a shape file of the proposed guardrail runs so she can pull it into 
ArcView (GIS) and review it.  She also requested a project description of the impacted areas.  Jon 
Evans stated that in many areas the new posts would go where the existing ones are located.  
Those present were in agreement that work inside the existing footprint should not be a concern. 
 
Carol Henderson asked if there were to be removal of trees along the Connecticut River.  B. Davis 
answered that there are 2 trees proposed to be removed that are a safety concern due to their 
proximity to the road, but not along the Connecticut River.  Jon Evans asked if there would be a 
concern if work were to occur adjacent to prime wetlands (Enfield).  Gino Infascelli stated that 
there would not be a concern, if they are adjacent to prime wetlands as it could be handled similar 
to a maintenance or resurfacing project.  B. Davis stated that although the project will advertise at 
the end of September work would not start until the Spring of 2011. 
 
This project has not been previously discussed at a Monthly Natural Resource Agency 
Coordination Meeting. 
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