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Rochester 14350, X-A000(320)  

 

Continued consultation and presentation of some recent changes pertaining to a portion of the 

layout associated with the Strafford Square intersection improvements project to confirm these 

remain within the terms of the approved MOA for the project. FST, now Stantec, presented a 

project update on the Strafford Square Intersection Improvements project.  A brief discussion of 

the recent project background led off the meeting.   

 

 FST and the City last presented at this meeting in November of 2014.  At that time, a 

proposed roundabout had been selected as the preferred improvement alternative, and the 

NEPA process had been completed.  Included in the NEPA document was the 4(f) approval 

and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  At that meeting it was determined that the 4(f) 

approval would remain valid for the updated design, including the stipulations of the MOA.   

 During the spring of 2015 the NEPA document was modified and approved reflecting the 

changes discussed last year.    

 

Following that approval, internal discussions within the City as well as technical comments from 

NHDOT led to another proposed design change.  Stantec and the City presented the proposed 

changes and discussion ensued as to their impacts on the previous 4(f) process.  The key points of 

the presentation were: 

 

 The proposed modifications are intended to allow for full four leg access into and out of the 

roundabout.  The previous version of the design did not allow direct access into the 

roundabout from Walnut Street.  Walnut Street traffic was forced towards Washington 

Street.  Passenger vehicle could make a left to enter the roundabout from Washington 

Street, but larger trucks would not have access.  
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 The design change creates a slip lane between North Main Street in-bound and Walnut 

Street.  This allows the separation between these two legs to be reduced.  Walnut Street can 

be shifted towards North Main, allowing proper deflection for incoming traffic, and 

therefore a fully accessible fourth leg.   

 The slip lane increases impacts to the City owned parcel between North Main Street and 

Walnut Street (parcel #306).  This parcel is the subject of recent Phase II archaeological 

investigations as part of the original MOA.  The revisions also will require small property 

takings on parcels #305 (#184 North Main Street) and #307 (#5&7 Walnut Street).  These 

acquisitions are triangular slivers that do not directly impact existing structures.  The work 

on #307 falls within limits of work from the originally approved design, though that work 

required only temporary easements. 

 

Discussion: 

 

 There was discussion about the two parcels (#305 and#307) inclusion in the Project Area 

Form, and if so, were they either individual eligible or contributing elements to the historic 

district.  Both parcels were included in the survey area and are within the district limits.  It 

was determined that the Area Form available did not provide a listing of the parcels within 

the survey that specified their eligibility status.  Stantec is to discuss with the authors of the 

Project Area Form to determine if the list exists.  This will need to be provided to DOT and 

DHR for review. 

 Google Earth street view images were reviewed during the discussion.  It was determined 

that there was a chain link fence separating #305 with the City owned parcel.  Impacts to 

this element are not historic concerns.  

 The current base plans were developed in the spring of 2015, and still include the buildings 

that have been removed by the City on their lots. 

 Stantec and the City will meet with the two potentially impacted property owners.  The 

project and its impacts will be presented and feedback sought.  Meeting minutes will be 

supplied to the attendees of this meeting and shared with the Cultural Resource Agencies.  

 Stantec will also coordinate with IAC to confirm no additional archaeological 

investigations are required due to the new impacts.  An early plan showed that 

consideration had been given to #307, and at the time investigations were not deemed 

necessary.  This will be confirmed. 

 If there is no additional archaeological work required, the Project Area form does not note 

these parcels as individually eligible, and the property owners express no concerns about 

the project, then it is expected that a de minimis impacts finding will be reached to 

conclude the 4(f) process.  This would not change the stipulations of the MOA.  The NEPA 

document however will need to be modified and approved, similar to the documentation 

that was completed early in the summer of 2015. 

 If there are concerns expressed by the property owners, individual inventory forms for the 

parcel(s) will likely need to be completed in order to conclude the 4(f) process. 

 Funding of the project was discussed.  It does not appear the project is included in the draft 

10 year plan, although NHDOT understood that it was included in the STIP.  

NHDOT/FHWA to confirm.  It is expected that the City will need to request an extension 

as the project has been on the books since the mid-1990s.  This will be coordinated through 

NHDOT. 

 
Submitted by: Sheila Charles and Jill Edelmann, Cultural Resources  
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