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Adopted 1/1/2011

Adopt Tra 602 (Exempt under RSA 541-A), to read asfollows:
PART Tra602 TOURIST ORIENTED DIRECTIONAL SIGNS
Tra602.01 Purpose.

(& Thisadminigtrative rule describes the process used to evaluate requests for tourist
oriented directiona sgns (TODS) for business, service and activity facilities.

(b) Thisadminigrative rule implements state law found at RSA 236:72-a, and afederd
regulation entitled, the “Manud on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), 2003 Edition”,
adopted by the Federa Highway Administration in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 101 (a), 104,
109(d), 114 (a), 217, 315, and 402(a); 23 CFR 1.32 and 49 CFR 1.48 (b), as amended. The
manual isfound at 23 CFR Part 655 Subpart F Sec. 655.601 (), and is available at the
FHWA website at http://mutcd.fhwadot.gov. The eectronic verson posted on the MUTCD
webgte isthe officid FHWA publication. A companion document entitled, “ Standard Highway
Signs Book” shall dso be used.

() Pursuant to state laws found at RSA 236:1, RSA 236:73 1V, RSA 265:22, RSA
41:11, and RSA 47:17, the “Manua on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2003 Edition”, has
been adopted by the Commissioner of the Department to establish the standards for traffic
control and use of theright of way in New Hampshire.

Tra 602.02 Scope.

(8 Tourist oriented directiona signs may be erected upon state highways under the
jurisdiction of the Department other than interstate highways, the divided portions of the NH
turnpike system, or divided limited access highways.

(b) Nothing in this rule prevents a municipality from adopting a tourist oriented
directiond sgn program or ordinance that complies with the “MUTCD, 2003 Edition” as
amended and cited above, to issue permits for such sgns aong municipa controlled roadways.

Tra602.03 Definitions. I1f aword or phrase used in thisrule is defined in RSA 236:70,
such definition is incorporated into this rule without change.

(8 “Bureau’ means the Bureau of Traffic within the New Hampshire Department of
Trangportation unless otherwise indicated.

(b) “Closed” meansthat the facility has sugpended motorist activities regardless of the
fact that the establishment may be operating a business office, conducting reviews for future
sdes or usage, maintenance activities, acceptance of deliveries or provides services only by
chance or appointment, unless otherwise specified in thisrule.
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(¢) “Commissioner” means the commissioner of the New Hampshire Department of
Transportation.

(d) “Department” means the New Hampshire Department of Trangportation unless
otherwise indicated.

(e) “Motorigt-oriented business’ means any one of those businesses determined as
eligible for tourist oriented directional Sgns under these rules.

(f) “Specifications’ means signing standards as st forth in Tra 602.28.

(9) “Tourist” means a person who is visting the areafor pleasure and does not residein
the areafor a period greater than 2 weeks a any onetime.

(h) “Tourigt oriented directiond sgn” (TODS) means an officia tourist oriented
directiond sgn that is manufactured and ingtdled to provide directiond informetion to privately-
owned motorigt-oriented New Hampshire businesses.

(1) “Vishle’ means cgpable of being seen (Whether or not legible) without visua ad by a
person of naturd acuity.

Tra602.04 Variation from Nationd Standards. The“*MUTCD, 2003 Edition” specifies
the nationd standards for tourist oriented directiona signs. No provison of any municipa
ordinance that seeksto change or vary the specifications for such sgnswill be recognized or
enforced by the Bureau.

Tra 602.05 The State Permit System.

(& No tourigt oriented directiond sign (TODS) may be erected upon a qudifying Sate
highway unless the Department has granted a permit for the sgn.

(b) Theinitid permit process begins with the submisson of a completed written request
for sgnage to the Bureau of Traffic, Outdoor Advertisng section, upon aform provided for that
purpose, together with the appropriate fee. The form and fee schedule are described in Tra
602.06 of thisrule,

(c) Theregquest for signage shal be reviewed in accordance with Tra 602.07 of this
rule.

(d) If the request for Sgnage meets dl of the criteriain thisrule, it shal be granted, and a
permit issued to erect the sSignage.
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(e) If the gpplication fallsto meet dl of the criteriain thisrule, it shdl be denied, and the
gpplicant may either dter the request to mest the criteriain question, or request ahearing in
accordance with Tra602.27 of thisrule.

(f) Renewd of the permit following the initia permit period may be obtained using the
procedure found in Tra 602.22 of thisrule,

Tra 602.06 Reguest for Signage.

(& An applicant requesting an initid permit for atourist oriented directiond sign shall
provide the following information on aform furnished by the bureau of treffic:

(1) The name, address, and telephone number, or other means of contacting the
gpplicant during regular business hours, and

(2) The name or route number of the Sate highway where the proposed signis
to be located; and

(3) The name of the municipaity where the proposed signisto be located; and

(4) The busness or activity classfication (found in Tra602.09 through Tra
602.16) under which the gpplicant believes his or her activity qudifiesfor a
tourist oriented directiond sign; and

(5) The hours of the day and days of the week that the applicant provides
quaifying sarvicesto the public; and

(6) Whether there are redtrictions placed upon the facility that would limit its use
by a member of the traveing public; and

(7) Thetext proposed for the sgn; and

(8) A sketch showing the proposed location of the sign indicating distances from
eadly found reference markers, such as intersecting highways or roads, highway
mileage markers, or utility poles. Please provide information from each marker,
such as the road number, mile marker number, or utility pole identification
numbers, and

(9) Whether the gpplicant owns, leases, or maintains an outdoor advertisng

device in the state, either under its own name, or under the name of any entity in
which the gpplicant holds a contralling interest; and
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(10) The signature of the gpplicant, including the title and authority of the person
sgning if goplying for a partnership, trugt, corporation, or limited liability
company;

(12) The date of the sgnature; and
(12) The fee of $10.00 as required by RSA 236:72-a and
(13) A manufacturing and ingtalation fee of $400.00.
Tra 602.07 Initid Permit.
(a8 The Bureau of Treffic shdl gpprove arequest for Sgnage and issue a permit unless
an office review, comment from a maintenance digtrict, or afield review of the proposed

location discloses an issue sufficient to deny the request under Tra 602.08 through Tra 602.16.

(b) The Bureau of Traffic shal conduct an office review of the request for Sgnage and
shdl deny the gpplication if:

(1) The applicant has failed to provide al required information on the request
form; or

(2) At the time of gpplication, the gpplicant maintains an outdoor advertisng
device for any business entity in violaion of the outdoor advertisng law, RSA
236: 69-89; or the Highway Beautification Act of 1965 (23 U.S.C. Section
131, and its regulations); or

(3) There are redrictions upon use of the facility that sgnificantly limit the ability
of aroad user to use the facility or its services, including but not limited to the
following:

a Thefadility is open to the public for less than 3 consecutive months
during its business season; or

b. The facility requires minimum periods of use exceeding those that are
reasonable and appropriate to the category of services, or

¢. Membership in an organization is required as a precondition to use;
or

d. Services are denied unless they have been reserved in advance; or
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e. Any other regtriction or requirement that results in the cong stent
denid of servicesto the road user not residing in the area of the facility.

(c) The Bureau of Traffic shdl conduct afield review of the proposed location, and shal
deny the gpplication if the proposed sign or its location:

(1) Limitsaroad user’ s ability to see an existing officid traffic control device far
enough in advance to act upon the message; or

(2) Would result in unreasonable confusion for the road user dueto the
presence of multiple officid traffic control devices, private Sgns, driveways, or
turning movements, even though other tourist oriented directiona signs are
ingdled in the vicinity; or

(3) Contains directiond or other information that conflicts with an exiging traffic
control device; or

(4) Would unreasonably interfere with highway maintenance efforts; or

(5) Would require the Department as landowner to apply for a permit from any
other governmenta agency, other than “Dig Safe, Inc.”, prior to placing the Sign
or disurbing the soil in that location; or

(6) Iswithin athree-mile distance in the same direction of travel dong the same
highway from the point where the gpplicant maintains any of the following
sgnage for the same business entity: or

a An aility to legdly maintain on premise advertising device pursuant
to RSA 236:69-89; or

b. An outdoor advertising device owned by others and rented or
c. Another tourist oriented directiond sgn; or

(7) Isintended to direct motorists to continue straight aong the main traveled
roadway or marked highway; or

(8) Isintended to direct motorists to continue straight through an intersection,
rotary or treffic circle.

a Provided that, dueto the physica configuration of the intersection, a
draight-ahead direction would condtitute as turning from the main
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traveled way, the department shall authorize an exception. Such
ingtances shdl be reviewed on a case-by-case basis; or

(9) Isin advance of abusiness on the same roadway.

a Tourig oriented Sgns are directiond in nature, and shdl not be
granted for the purpose of increasing vishility of the establishment or as
an atempt to warn motorists of traffic sopping or turning into the
business.

b. Provided that, where the business cannot have alegal, on-premise
sign that would be visble to motoristsin advance of the establishment’s
nearest point of highway access due to configuration of the right- of-
way, forestation, or terrain festures, the department shal authorize an
exception. Such instances shal be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

(d) All permitsissued shdl be subject to the following standard conditions.

(1) The permit shdl expire on the April 1 next following the date of issuance;
and

(2) A permit for atourist oriented directiona sign shal not be trandferable. In
the event that a permitted business or entity is transferred to a new owner, a
new origind initia application shall be submitted for review and gpprova; and

(3) All permittees shdl comply with the requirements of the department st forth
in this rule for manufacture and maintenance of the Sgn.

Tra 602.08 Generd Eligibility Criteria

(&) Prior to approva of arequest for sgnage, an gpplicant in the categories of food
service, lodging or function facility must show that it possesses any license required by date law
or municipa ordinance to provide the service;, and

(b) Unless otherwise noted in the specific criteriafor any category of service, the
gpplicant’ sfacility must be open to the public for aminimum of 5 hours per day, 5 days per
week.

(2) Hoursligted as avallable “by chance or gppointment” shall not be counted in

regards to meeting the required minimum hours of operation established above;
and
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(2) Hours of operation must be established and publicly posted on Site t all
times.

Tra602.09 Food or Agriculturd Facilities.

(8 Restaurants shdl provide:
(2) Indoor seating for at least 20 persons; or
(2) If adrive-in window service facility without indoor seating, then be primarily
engaged in the provison of made to order food items served directly to
consumers a the business location, with on site parking for at least 12
automobiles; and
(3) Rest rooms for use by patrons; and

(4) Continuous service hours covering aminimum of 2 medlsin aday, 5 days
per week or include their actua hours of operation in the sign text.

(b) Ice cream facilities shdl:

(1) Be primarily engaged in the activity of sdling “made-to-order” ice cream
dessert products to consumers at the business location; and

(2) Not engagein retail sde of items unrdated to the display, manufacture or
sde of ice cream dessert products except food prepared for consumption on
the premises, or agriculturd products, and
(3) Provide on-dte parking for aminimum of 5 automobiles.

(©) Agriculturd fedilities shal:

(1) Be primarily engaged in the activity of:

a Education or illugtration of the history or development of specidized
agricultural products, processes, or husbandry; or

b. The production and sde of freshly harvested grower to consumer or
pick-your-own produce; or

c. Thecultivation and sdle of seasond agricultural products including
potted flora; or
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d. The ongte production and sde of dairy products, or

e. The production and sde of other products intended for human use
and consumption other than those produced off of the Ste by other
agricultural busnesses, and

(2) Not serve as an accessory or subsidiary aspect of any other retail business
conducted on the same premises, except afacility that may otherwise qudify for
adgn under thisrule; and

(3) Offer an inventory of products for sde in which a minimum of 50 percent of
the establishments total inventory of items have been grown or produced by the
gpplicant entity and in which no more than 25 percent of the items have been
grown outside of the New England States.

Tra602.10 Lodging Fadilities.

(8 Hotels, motdls, inns or cabin facilitiesshall:

(1) Provide aminimum of 5 separate degping rooms offered individudly for rent
to the public; and

(2) Provide lodging services at least 5 nights per week during their operating
seasons,; and

(3) Provide bathing facilities for patrons, and

(4) Provide one or more telephones available for use by patrons; and

(5) Provide on-site parking, or valet parking services, for dl patrons.
(b) Bed and bregkfast facilities shall:

(1) Provide a minimum of 3 separate deegping rooms offered individudly for rent
to the public; and

(2) Offer one or more medls to guests in a dining area separate from the
deeping rooms, and

(3) Be principdly engaged in the business activity of providing overnight lodging;
and
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(4) Provide lodging services at least 5 nights per week, during their operating
season; and

(5) Provide bathing facilities for patrons, and
(6) Provide one or more telephones for use by patrons; and
(7) Provide on-site parking or vaet parking services for patrons.

Tra602.11 Generd Travder Sarvice Facilities

(@ Automoative fuding dations shdl:
(1) &I or provide:
a At least two grades of automotive fue; and
b. Automotive oil; and
c. Water; and
(2) Provide sanitary restrooms open for public use; and

(3) Be open for business continuoudy from at least 8:00 am to 6:00 pm at least
6 days per week; and

(4) Provide one or more telephones available for public use; and
(5) If the fuding gtation is dso a convenience sore, the arrangement of
information on the Sgn pand gl belimited to a Type“A” or Type“C’
depicting symbol number “3” or “4”, as shown in Appendix A.

(b) Automotive Repair Facility shal:

(1) Perform automotive mechanicd repairs including generd maintenance
sarvices for trandent motorigts, and

(2) Provide sanitary restrooms open for public use; and

(3) Be open for business continuoudy from at least 8:00 am to 6:00 pm at least
6 days per week; and

(4) Provide one or more telephones available for public use; and
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(5) Thetourist oriented directiond sgn mug indicate the availability of
automotive repair services elther through text or use of the established mechanic
symboal.

(©) Anima hospitals shdll:

(1) Provide emergency and unscheduled veterinary care for domestic pets and
other animals, and

(2) Provide accessto alicensed veterinarian for not less than 8 hours per day, 5
days per week.

(d) Churches and places of worship shdl:
(1) Conduct one or more services of worship in a permanent structure at least
one day per week in accordance with an established schedule that is posted at
the facility, which schedule may be seasond; and

(2) Bealocation of worship that has been exempted from real property tax
pursuant to RSA 72:23 by the municipdity in which it islocated; and

(3) Utilize text on the tourist oriented directiond sign to identify the location asa
place of worship; and

(4) Not serve as an accessory or subsidiary aspect of any other activity
conducted on the same premises.

(&) Srines shdl be alocation of unique historicad or sacred significance, and recognized
as such by the municipdity in which it is located.

(f) Outpatient hedth care facilities shdl be limited to medicd, chiropractic, dentd, vison,
and physica/occupationd therapy facilities.

Tra602.12 Cultud Activity Facilities.

(a) Handicraft, artisan, tourist oriented or gift/souvenir shops shdl:
(1) Have astheir primary purpose the activity of:

a Thedisplay and sale of inedible, non-food based handicrafts and art
objects and shall:
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1. Contain an inventory for sdlein which a least 50 percent of
the items displayed and sold on site are produced as individua
and unique items by individud crafters, atisans or artigts; and

2. If items accessory to the art or handicraft displayed, such as
educational material, tools or accessories directly related to the
craft, such accessories shal not congtitute more than 25 percent
of the totd inventory of items displayed for sde; or

display and sde of New Hampshire manufactured products and

1. Contain an inventory of itemsfor sdeinwhich at least 75
percent of dl items displayed and sold are manufactured /
produced in New Hampshire and would be of primary interest
to tourigts, and

2. Not serve as an accessory of, asubsidiary aspect of or in
partnership with any other activity conducted on the same
premises, except afacility that may otherwise qudify for asign
under thisrule; or

c. Thesdeof amal decorative or anusing itemsintended to be bought

asgifts

(b) Antique shops shall:

or souvenirs and shdl:

1. Contain an inventory of itemsfor sdeinwhich at least 75
percent of dl items displayed and sold are of primary interest to
tourigts, and

2. Not serve as an accessory of, a subsidiary aspect of or in
partnership with any other activity conducted on the same
premises, except afacility that may otherwise qudify for asign
under thisrule; and

3. Can certify that the mgority of the establishment’s on-Ste
sdes are by trandent motorists and tourists.

(1) Be contained within a permanent structure devoted to the display and sde of
items that are generdly recognized to be of historica interest or sgnificance; and
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(2) Not serve as an accessory or subsidiary aspect of any other retail business
conducted on the same premises, except afacility that may otherwise qudify for
adgn under thisrule; and

(3) Be open aminimum of 5 hours per day, 4 days per week; and

(4) Contain an inventory of itemsfor sdlein which at least 80 percent of the
items displayed or sold have not been produced for sale within the past year.

(c) Theaters shdll:

(1) Bean indoor or outdoor facility whose primary business activity is providing
aprogram of film, theater, dance, or music arts to the public; and

(2) Offer aprogram on aschedule that is posted at the facility and advertised to
the public; with an opportunity for the public to purchase admission.

(d) Museums shdll:

(1) Display photos, artifacts, or other items of historical, community, literary,
artistic, or operationd sgnificance, together with educationd, interpretive or
explanatory pamphlets, signs panels or guides; and

(2) Maintain the display in aroom or area separate from any other activity
conducted on the premises, including accessory retall sdes of itemsrelated to
the museum’ s display.

(©) SentifidGeologica stes shall:

(1) Display aunique or unusud natural, geologica or scientific phenomena or
gte, together with educationa, interpretive or explanatory pamphlets, sgn
pands, or guides, and

(2) Offer the display in aroom or area separate from any other activity
conducted on the premises, including accessory retall sdes of items related to
the ste'sdigplay.

Tra 602.13 Sporting Activity Fadilities.

(@ Camping fadilities shal:

(2) Provide aminimum of 10 individua marked campsites available on afirst
come, first served basisto road users, and
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(2) Provide sanitary rest room and bathing facilities to patrons, and
(3) Provide asupply of drinking water to patrons, and

(4) Parking lots, service areas, holding areas, and campsites offered for
seasond rental cannot be considered as campsites for this criteria

(b) Fadilities offering fish and game sporting licenses shall:

(1) Limit the text of the tourist oriented directiona sign to “Fish and Game
Sporting Licenses’; and

(2) Erect on-premise signage visble from the traveled way and adjacent to the
egtablishment indicating the availability of such licenses, and

(3) Offer resident and non-resident fish and game sporting licenses for sde to
the generd public continuoudy during & least one complete season for which a
licenseisrequired.

(c) Fadilities offering off highway recreationd vehicle/boating registrations shdl:

(1) Limit the text of the tourist oriented directiond sign to “OHRV and boating
regidrations’; and

(2) Erect on-premise signage visble from the traveled way and adjacent to the
establishment indicating the availability of such regigrations.

(d) Boat launching fadilities shall:
(1) Provide ameans on the site for road users to launch into public waters or
retrieve from public waters awatercraft or vessel carried on atrailer attached to
amotor vehicle, for which afee may be charged; and
(2) Be afacility that is open to the public in accordance with an established
schedule that is posted on-Site, or provide in the text of the sign their actud days
of operation.

(e) Recredtiond vehide repair facilities shdl:
(1) Perform mechanicd repairsincluding general maintenance services for

recreational vehicles such as campers, boats and motorized off-highway
recreationd vehicles for transent motorist; and
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(2) Thetourig oriented directional sgn must indicate the availability of repair
services ether through the text or use of the established mechanic symbol

(f) Riding gables shdl:
(2) Provide horses to members of the public for touring, generd riding, or
ingruction in equestrian events. The use of the horses may be granted with or
without guides or indructors; and
(2) Beafadlity that is open to the public in accordance with an established
schedule that is posted on-Site, or provide in the text of the sign their actud days
of operation;

(9) Public sportsfacilities shdl:

(1) Be primarily open to public use for the pursuit of individual recrestiona
gporting activities, such as.

a Traditiona 9 or 18 hole golf facilities; or
b. Combined Traditional Golf/Nordic Facilities, provided that such a
facility must create and use the interchangegble symbols for the activity
in season on the tourist oriented directiona sign; or
c. Tennis, racquetbal, or handball centers; or
(2) Provide afacility open to public attendance on an established posted
schedule for team or individuad sporting activities, such as sports arenas, fields,
or stadiums; or
(3) Provide for other public outdoor sporting or recregtiona activities such as
but not limited to hiking, shooting, fishing, swimming, kayaking, canoeing and
picnicking.
(h) Indoor fitness and exercise facilities shall:

(1) Be primarily engaged in the provison of persond physcd training services
or the use of physicd training equipment to patrons, and

(2) Have aperson on site during dl hours of operation cagpable of asssting
members of the public in gaining access to the facility; and
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(3) Provide shower and locker room areas for patrons; and

(4) Not redtrict patrons to a minimum or maximum number of visits as part of a
sdes promation or membership drive.

Tra602.14 Entertainment Activity Facilities.
(& Function facilities/conference centers shall:

(1) Be primarily engaged in the business of providing afacility to host business,
training, or socid functions, and

(2) Provide a permanent structure with a minimum seating capacity of 150
persons, banquet style, or 250 persons, theater style; and

(3) Not require membership in any organization as a precondition to use of the
fadlity; and

(4) Not be apart of or an accessory use of an activity or facility that is not
eligible to receive a permit under thisrule; and

(5) Provide on-site parking for patrons, and

(6) Provide rest rooms for patron use; and

(7) Be identified as a function facility or conference center in the text of the
tourigt oriented directiond sgn.

(b) Amusement parks shdl provide one or more permanent structures or equipment
devoted to recreational amusement rides.

(c) Zoos shdll provide one or more permanent structures devoted to the exhibition or
display of live animas or sea crestures.

(d) Arcade facilities shdl be primarily devoted to providing legally permitted mechanicd
or eectronic gaming machine opportunities to the public, provided that the facility shall provide
on gte rest room facilities to patrons, and the gaming machines shall not be an accessory to an
activity or facility thet is not otherwise eigible to receive a permit under thisrule.

(€) Scenic/ Recreationd train, boat, plane or glider facilities shal operate a scenic

recregtiond train, boat, plane, or glider atraction and may include accessory retall sdes of items
related to the atraction.
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(f) Racetrack facilities shall:
(1) Provide fadilities, including on-Ste parking, for viewing of motor vehicle or
anima races that serve a minimum of 4,000 patrons during a full season of

operation; and

(2) Belicensed to provide racing fadilitiesif required by state law or municipa
ordinance to be so licensed.

(g) Galf driving range fecilities shal:
(1) Provide aminimum of 6 tee areas from which golf bals may be struck; and
(2) Provide patrons with the necessary golf equipment for the activity.

(h) Miniature golf facilities shal provide patrons with the necessary golf equipment for
the activity.

(1) Candle Fin and Ten Pin bowling facilities shal make available for patrons use dl
necessary equipment for the activity.

(j) Civic Auditoriums shall:
(1) Conduct aminimum of 12 scheduled non-gaming public events ayear; or

(2) Conduct a minimum of 6 scheduled non-gaming public events during its
operating season if the facility is seasond.

Tra602.15 Public and private schools and youth camps.

(@) Public and Private schools shall:
(1) Be approved by the New Hampshire Department of Education; and
(2) Maintain grades 1 or higher; and

(3) Host on-gte inter-school sporting and/or cultural arts events open to the
public; and

(4) If apost secondary schoal, college or university grants degrees, and

(5) Not be subject to minimum hours of operation established under Tra
602.08(b).
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(b) Youth camps shdl:
(2) Provide a program where youth are brought to the Site as temporary
daytime or overnight residents for the purpose of recreation or athletic
indruction; and

(2) Be open to the generd public for ingpection in accordance with an
established schedule that is posted on-Ste; and

(3) The program may require the youth to reserve a space or pre-register for
participation in the actud program.

Tra602.16 Municipd sgnage. Must be applied for and maintained by the municipdity.

(8 Business digtricts, business loops, downtowns shall;
(1) Consg of multiple and varying commercid businesses, however individua
shopping malls, centers, plazas complexes or commercia developments under a
common name regardless of how owned and maintained shall not condtitute as a
business didtrict; and

(2) Not be subject to minimum hours of operation established under Tra
602.08(b); and

(3) Shdl be limited to locations within the applicant municipdity.

(b) Higtoric digtricts shall;
(1) Congg of multiple stes listed on the nationd register of historic places; and
(2) Be defined by the municipdity as a historic didrict; and

(3) Not be subject to minimum hours of operation established under Tra
602.08(b); and

(4) Sndl be limited to locations within the applicant municipdity.

Tra602.17 Seasona Businesses.

(8) Businesses meeting the definition of closed under with Tra 602.03(b) or maintain
hours of operations only as* by chance or gppointment” for a period of more than fifteen (15)
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consecutive days per year shdl be consdered seasonal and are required to cover their tourist
oriented directiona sgns with ablank cover pand manufactured in accordance with thisrule.

(1) Businesseswhich reduce their hours of operation below the minimum
required for a period of no more than four months may leave their Sgns
uncovered provided:

a. The hours of operation are established and posted.
(b) The cover panel shdl be fabricated and provided as described in Tra 602.29.

(c) All activities and codts related to the ingalation, storage and remova of cover
pands are the responsibility of the applicant.

(d) Each permit holder shdl notify the Bureau of Traffic at least fourteen daysin
advance of the dates upon which the sign pandl isto be covered or uncovered, so that staff of
the Bureau may verify the change in the field, or take such steps as are required to assure the
safety of the road user during the ingtdlation.

Tra 602.18 Location and Spacing.

(8 Tourigt oriented directiona signs shal be located on the right hand side of the
highway as set out below.

(1) The maximum distance from the first intersection served by atourist oriented
directiond sign to the business establishment, measured dong the traveled ways

of the approach shall be aslisted.

FACILITY QUALIFYING MAXIMUM
Tra DISTANCE
Restaurants 602.09(a) 5miles
Ice Cream Facilities 602.09(b) 5miles
Agriculturd Fadilities 602.09(c) 10 miles
Hotels, Motels, Inns or Cabins 602.10(a) 10 miles
Bed & Breskfast Fecility 602.10(b) 10 miles
Automoative Fuding Stations 602.11(a) 5miles
Automotive Repair Facility 602.11(b) 5miles
Anima Hospitds 602.11(c) 5miles
Churches and Places of Worship 602.11(d) 5miles
Shrines 602.11(e) 10 miles
Outpatient Health Care Facilities 602.11(f) 5miles
Handicrafts, Artisan, NH Product or Gift 602.12(a) 5miles
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Antique Shops 602.12(b) 5miles
Theaters 60212(c) 5miles
Museums 602.12(d) 10 miles
Scientific & Geologicd Sites 602.12(e) 10 miles
Camping Facilities 602.13(a) 15 miles
Fadilities offering Fish & Game Licenses 602.13(b) 10 miles
Facilities offering OHRV & Boating Regidtrations. 602.13(c) 10 miles
Boat Launching Facility 602.13(d) 10 miles
Recregtiond Vehicle Repair Fecilities 602.13(e) 10 miles
Riding Stables 602.13(f) 10 miles
Public Sports Facilities 602.13(q) 10 miles
Indoor Fitness and Exercise Facilities 602.13(h) 5miles
Function Facilities 602.14(a) 10 miles
Amusement Parks 602.14(b) 10 miles
Z00s 602.14(c) 10 miles
Arcade Facilities 602.14(d) 5miles
Scenic / Recreationd Ride 602.14(e) 10 miles
Race Track Facilities 602.14(f) 10 miles
Galf Driving Range 602.14(q) 5miles
Miniature Golf Fadilities 602.14(h) 5miles
Candle Pin and Ten Pin Bowling 602.14(i) 5miles
Civic Auditoriums 602.14(j) 10 miles
Public and Private Schools 602.15(a) 10 miles
Y outh Camps 602.15(b) 10 miles
Busness Districts, Busness L oops, Downtowns 602.16(a) Tra 602.16(a)(3)
Higtoric Didricts 602.16(b) Tra 602.16(b)(4)

(b) Tourigt oriented directiona signs shall be located not less than 300 feet nor more
than %2 mile in advance of the intersected highway aong each gpproach direction on the

principa highway except:

(1) Asnecessary to integrate tourist oriented directiond Sgns with other officia

directiond and regulatory signs, or

(2) Type 3 tourist oriented directional Ssgns may be located |less than 300 feet
from and on ether Sde of the intersected highway only when traffic dengty,
roadway aignment, or development conditions are such that it would be
detrimentd to traffic safety to adhere to the 300 foot minimum distance

requirement.
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(c) At intersections where the number of tourist oriented directional sgnswill require
more than one ingalation, the minimum spacing between sign inddlations shal be 300 fe<t,
except this minimum may vary as provided in (b) above. In such instances, the firgt instalation
edtablished for tourist oriented directiona Sgns must contain the maximum number of 3 pands
before a second ingtdlation is established.

(d) In no case shal there be more than 3 tourist oriented directiond Sgn ingdlationsin
advance of asingleintersection. The number of tourist oriented directiond sign inddlations
alowed will further be reduced to 2 ingdlations, 1 ingtdlation, or none when necessary to
prevent distraction of motorists. Distraction of motorists’ means that an increase in the number
of dgnsin advance of an intersection including tourist oriented, necessary officid directiona and
regulatory signage poses potential confusion to the motorigt.

() Supplementa signing shal be required to insure that the business can be found from
the intersection for which atourist oriented directional Sgn has been ingdled. This requirement
for supplementa signing may be met in whole or in part by additiond tourist oriented directiona
ggnsingead of legd off-premise 9gns.

Tra602.19 Multiple Pand Ingdlation and Order of Podtion.

(& A tourist oriented directiond sgn shdl contain no more than three Sgn panels, each
of which must be of the same dimensions.

(b) When ingtdled on with other tourist oriented directiona signs, Sgns established
under Tra602.16 shal be erected in the top most position.

(¢) The order of podtion for tourist oriented directiona sgns, other than those
edtablished under Tra602.16 in asngle ingalation shal be:

1. Top, straight ahead;
2. Middle, Ieft turn;
3. Bottom, right turn.

(d) Subject to (c) above, if seasonal business panels are included on the sign:
1. A single seasond business panel shal occupy the bottom position;
2. Among mulltiple seasond business panels:

a The business with the longer period of inactivity shal occupy the
bottom position, and
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b. If dl seasond businesses are of equa periods of inactivity, the most
recently permitted business shall occupy the bottom position.

Tra602.20 Sign Pand Dedgn.

(@ Upon gpprovad of arequest for sgnage, the gpplicant shal work with the Bureau of
Traffic to design atourist oriented directiona sign panel that accurately guides aroad user to the
goplicant’ s service, and

(b) The message of the Sgn may contain any or dl of the following dements, as mutudly
determined by the gpplicant and the Bureau of Traffic:

(1) A standard service symbal, in accordance with Appendix A; and
(2) A textud message in amaximum 2 lines of text; and
(3) Direction and distance information.

(c) The legend, arrangement and spacing of the textud message shall be limited as
follows
(1) Thetext must be submitted to the Bureau of Traffic for review; and

(2) Product names, dogans, telephone or fax numbers, street addresses,
electronic mail or Internet addresses, Ham Radio cal numbers, or messages
that resemble any officid traffic control device shal not be permitted; and

(3) If necessary to distinguish between two businesses with the same or asmilar
name, a descriptive term may be added, as determined on a case-by-case
bass, and

(4) Community or street names that are not an established and integral part of
the participant’ s business or company name shal not be acceptable; and

(5) Product names that are an established and integra part of the participant’s
business or company name are usudly acceptable; and

(6) Recognition of acohal or tobacco products is not permitted under any
circumstance.

(d) The distance and directiona eement shdl be arranged, sized, and spaced as

directed by the Bureau of Traffic in order to maintain compliance with the MUTCD and to
assure that the directions given will not confuse the road user.
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Tra602.21 Sign Pand Materias and Fabrication Standards.

(8 The specifications for sgn pand materias and quality of fabrication are set forth in
Tra602.28.

Tra602.22 Renewa Permit.

(8 Renewd of apermit for atourist oriented directiona sgn shdl be requested annualy
on aform furnished by the bureau, providing the following information:

(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; and

(2) The name or route number of the state highway where the sign is located;
and

(3) A statement that the activity continuesto be eigible under the category
approved in the origind gpplication; and

(4) The date of the gpplication; and

(5) The 9gnature of the gpplicant and capacity if Sgning on behdf of a
partnership, trugt, corporation, or limited liability company; and

(6) Thefee stated in Tra 602.23(a)(3).

(b) The Bureau of Traffic shdl conduct such office review and/or field review of the
renewa application as may be required, and shal gpprove the application unless such review
reveds that the applicant is not digible under this rule for a permit to maintain the tourist oriented
directiond sgn.

Tra602.23 Fees.

(8 The department shall charge and collect fees for services rendered to applicantsin
order to recover the cost of the service:

(1) Initid gpplication review, permit (as specified by RSA 236:72-a), Sgn pand
manufacture and sign ingtalation regardless of type: $400.00.

(2). Replacement of asign due to a change in business name, request for text
change or request for 9gn type configuration change:

a If aType 1 or Type 2 sign: $300.00; or
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b. If aType 3 sign: $200.00.
(3) Annud renewa in accordance with RSA 236:72-a: $10.00.
(4) Replacement seasona cover pand;

a If foraTypelor Type2 sign: $100.00;

b. If for aType 3 sign: $50.00.

Tra 602.24 Revocation of a Permit and Removal.

(@ A permit to maintain atourist oriented directiona Sgn may be revoked and the sgn
pand removed for any of the following reasons.

(1) Any change in the business or its operations that causes the busnessto bein
nonconformity with thisrule or the controlling statutes; or

(2) Any changed condition necessitated by construction, recongtruction,
maintenance or reclassfication of the highway; or

(3) The sign has been in nonconformity with the specifications contained herein
for more than one year; or

(4) Failure to renew the permit required by RSA 236:72-a.

Tra 602.25 Nonconformity and Removd.

(& Tourigt oriented directiond signs legdly exigting upon the effective date of any
revison to this rule that would cause such signs to become nonconforming shal not be required
to be removed for a period of one year.

(b) Since tourigt oriented directiond signs are, by statutory definition, officid sgnsand
not advertisng devices, the provisons of RSA 236:77 shdl not apply.

(¢) The department shdl remove any tourist oriented directional sign 30 days after a
revocation or nonrenewal by the department becomesfina. Reasonable care shdl be exercised
during such removals. However, the department shdl not be responsible for damage to any
device occasioned by removal, trangport or storage, nor will the department be responsible for
storage over 30 days.
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Tra602.26 Replacement of pand due to damage, vandaism or deterioration.

(@ Sign pands and ingdlations damaged by norma maintenance, vanddism, or weather
shdl be replaced by the department at no cost to the permit holder.

(b) The department will determine when asign pand isto be replaced due to norma
wear and shdl replace the Sign panel at no additiona cost to the permit holder.

(c) At thetime asign pand is replaced by the department, the permit holder may
request a change in sign configuration and sign legend a not cost to the permit holder;

1. Provided that the requested change does not reflect a change in the business
name.

Tra602.27 Hearings.

(@ An gpplicant who disagrees with the decision of the Bureau of Traffic to deny, not
renew or revoke a permit to ingtal and maintain atourist oriented directiond sgn may apped
such decison to the commissioner within 30 days after notice of the decision is provided to the
aoplicant.

(b) Unless an gpped isfiled, the denid, revocation or non-renewd of apermit for a
tourigt oriented directiona sign shal become fina 30 days after notice of the decisonis
provided to the gpplicant.

(¢) The procedure used to conduct hearings on denials, revocations or non-renewas
shdl comply with RSA 541-A and Tra 200, rules of practice and procedure.

(d) In the event the applicant disagrees with the decision of the commissioner following
hearing, a subsequent appea may be taken to the Transportation Appeas Board pursuant to
the board' s rules of practice and procedure, Tra-Ap 200 and the controlling statute, RSA 21-
L:15.

Tra602.28 Sgn desgn and ingdlation specifications.

(8) Except as modified below, the specifications for tourist oriented directiona sSgns
shdl conform with the pertinent requirements of sgns as st forth in the latest editions of the
“Manud on Uniform Traffic Control Devices’ (MUTCD) and the “ Standard Highway Signs’,
adopted by the Federa Highway Adminigtrator asthe nationa standard for al highways open to
public travel. Sign fabricators are advised that traffic manuas are available a the FHWA Office
of Trangportation Operations website at http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov or from the Superintendent
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.
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(b) References to the New Hampshire Department of Transportation “ Standard
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction” publication, and to the standards of the
American Society for Testing and Materids (ASTM) shall be deemed to be the latest issued
gandard, interim, or tentative specification unless specific dates of issue are indicated herein.

(c) Base Materids shdl be congructed of duminum flat sheet conforming to ASTM B
209M (ASTM B 209), Alloy 6061-T6 or Alloy 5052-H38. Signs shdl be aminimum of 2.5
mm (0.100 in) thickness. The duminum shal be properly degreased and etched or treated in
accordance with ASTM B 449, Class 2; or

(d) Surfaces shdl be prepared as recommended by the prismatic reflective sheeting
manufacturer to ensure proper bonding of the base materid and sheeting.

(1) Application of prismatic reflective sheeting shdl be applied in accordance
with standard current practice as recommended by the sheeting manufacturer.

(€) Edges shdl be reasonably smooth and free from burrs. The backs shall be untreated
and no markings shall be alowed on the backs of the pands.

(f) Sgnface

(1) Thedgn shdl have a“blue’ prigmatic reflective sheeting background over
the entire sign face. All copy (text, numerds, border or trim, and symbal, if
used) on the sign face shdl be “white’ prismatic reflective sheeting. The border
shall be applied flush with the edges of the Sgn.

a Theshedting shdl be Type 1l (High Intengty Prismatic) sheeting
meeting the requirements of New Hampshire Department of
Transportation Standard Specifications Section 718.

b. The colors of blue and white shall comply with Section 718 of the
Standard Specifications.

(9) At the option of the applicant, and with the gpprova of the Bureau of Traffic, up to
three types of information may be included on the face of atourist oriented directiond sign

pand:
(1) Standard Service symbol.

a Theuse of symbals shdl be limited to gpproved standard service
symbols shown in Figure 5 or as otherwise dlowed and shdl not include

any proprietary company logos.
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(2) Text (maximum of two lines alowed).
(3) Direction and digtance information.

(h) All letters shdl be Highway Gothic — Series C font asin accordance with the
“Standard Highway Signs’ guide. . All letters shdl be upper case letters. Numerds shdl bethe
same sSize asrequired for text. Fractions, if used, shdl be trested as one unit and not as
separate characters. The fraction shdl have a stroke and numera sze of %2 that required for
regular text; and the diagona shal be placed at an angle 60 degrees above the horizonta plane.

(1) All direction and distance information shall be sized and placed as shown in Figures 1
through 4 inclusive.

(j) The dimensons of the sgn pand shal be assgned by the Bureau of Traffic based
upon field verification of the speed limit in effect on the highway a the gpproved sign location,
using the following table:

TABLE of PANEL DIMENSIONS

Sign Posted Highway | Height of Letters Panel Height Panel Length
Type Speed (MPH) in Inches in Inches in Even Feet
1 50 - 55 6 20 8
2 35-45 5 16 7
3 Under 35 2-12 9 4
Closed | A pand used to cover afadilities pand during atime that the facility is not open to
the public shdl be the same Sze as the pand covered.
Border | The prismatic reflective sheeting used for border or trim shall be 1 inch wide, except
in the case of Type 3 Sgns when such border or trim shal be 1/2 inch wide.
Tra602.29 Closed cover panels.

(@ Shdl be fabricated of duminum flat sheet conforming to ASTM B 209M (ASTM B
209), Alloy 6061-T6 or Alloy 5052-H38. Panes shdl be aminimum of 0.08 inches (2.0 mm)
in thickness and free of burrs. The duminum shal be properly degreased and etched or treated
in accordance with ASTM B 449, Class 2.

(b) The pand shdl have “blue’ retroreflective sheeting over the entire pand face and
flush to the edges.
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(1) Theretroreflective sheeting shdl be Type | or Type Il sheeting meeting the
requirements of New Hampshire Department of Transportation Standard
Specifications Section 718; and

(2) The surface of the panel shall be prepared as recommended by the
retroreflective sheeting manufacturer to ensure proper bonding of the sheeting.
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FIGURE 1. -- Dimensions and Arrangement of I nformation
Tourist Oriented Directional Sign Pandls

(b) Type 1A
@ 69" ingde dimenson (©) | with Symbol
15" borders & edgesare 1” typica 8" | Block
Type 1B
(b) (©) | with Symbol
85" indde dimension 8" | Block
borders & edgesare 1" typica
(b) Type l1C
@ 78’ indde dimension with Symbol
15" borders & edgesare 1” typica Block
(b) Type 1D
9’ indde dimenson without
borders & edgesare 1” typicd Symbol Block
7 totd length horizontaly
@ (b) (©) | Type2A
147 59" ingde dimension 7" | with Symbol
borders & edgesare 1” typical
(b) (c) | Type2B
74" indde dimenson 7" || without Symbol
borders & edgesare 1” typical
@ (b) Type2C
147 67" indde dimenson with Symbol
borders & edgesare 1” typicd
(b) Type 2D
82" indde dimension without Symbol

borders & edgesare 1” typical
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4 totd length horizontaly

9 €) (b) 35" ingde dimension ()
vert. 7 borders & edges are V2" typ. 4’
9 (b) 422" ingde dimengon (©
vert. borders & edges are V2" typ. 4
g €) (b) 39%2" indde dimension
vert. 7 borders & edgesare V2’ typ.
9 (b) 47" indde dimenson
vert. borders & edges are V2" typ.
NOTES:

1. Note that the arrangements presented above are for use in advance of an upcoming right turn
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FIGURE 1 - - Continued

Type 3A
with Symbol

Type 3B
without Symbol

Type 3C
with Symbol

Type 3D
without Symbol

movement. In an arrangement for an upcoming |eft turn, or draight-ahead traffic movement,

blocks (a) and (c) are to be reversed.

2. Where text conssts of asingle line of copy, it isto be centered verticdly.

3. The possible Sgn configurations shown in Figure 1 are summarized in the following teble:
All dimengons are ingde excluding border width

Type Symbol Element & Text Element & Sze Directiond Element
Sze &Size

1A Yes, 15 inches Yes, 71 inches Yes, 8inches

1B None Yes, 86 inches Yes, 8inches

1C Yes, 15 inches Yes, 79 inches None

1D None Yes, 94 inches None

2A Yes, 14 inches Yes, 61 inches Yes, 7 inches

2B None Yes, 75 inches Yes, 7inches

2C Yes, 14 inches Yes, 68 inches None

2D None Yes, 82 inches None

3A Yes, 7inches Yes, 36 inches Yes, 4inches

3B None Yes, 43 inches Yes, 4inches

3C Yes, 7 inches Yes, 40 inches None

3D None Yes, 47 inches None
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FIGURE 2 -- Arrangement of text and placement of directional arrow, with and without
distance

TWO LINE TEXT
WITH DISTANCE

TWO LINE TEXT
WITHOUT DISTANCE

ONE LINE WITH DISTANCE

ONE LINE WITHOUT DIST.

NOT TO SCALE
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FIGURE 3 -- Directional Arrows (Full Scale)
Cut dong outsde of line

Typel- 6" over dl length

Type2- 5" over dl length
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FIGURE 3 continues on next page
FIGURE 3 - - Continued

Type3 - 3’ over dl length

Notes:

1. See spaces designated “C” in FIGURE 1

2. See Note 2 in FIGURE 4
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Figure4.
APPROVED SERVICE SYMBOLS

=
A
w

=

.

4.

FOOD LODGING AUTOMOTIVE DIESEL CAMPING
AUTOMOTIVE

10.

IS

Ny

TRAILER SWIMMING WINTER X-COUNTRY BOAT
CAMPING SPORTS SKIING LAUNCHING

15.

@
T

MECHANIC NURSERY/
GREENHOUSE

GOLF

L
—
FARM APPLE HIKING VINEYARDS
STAND ORCHARD TRAILS

CAUTION: A proper source should be used for templates of these symbols. Enlargements made
from this page could cauise unacceptable distortions.
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FIGURE 4 - - Continued
NOTES.
1. Thesze of the symbol character shall be proportional to FIGURE 4 for the largest square
that can be entered within the symbol area provided by the type of sgn being used. (See
gpaces designated “a’ for each Sgntypein FIGURES 1).

2. Theszeof thedirectiond arrows shall be as represented in FIGURE 3. Directiond arrows
shdl be centered horizontaly and verticaly as shown in HGURE 2.

3. For the 9gn types shown in FIGURE 1, directiona arrows shdl be placed in the space

designated “C”.

4.
LEGEND

1. Restaurant 7. Svimming 13. Y outh Hostel
2. Lodging 8. Winter Sports 14. Mechanic
3. Automoetive Fue 9. kiing — Cross Country 15. Nursery - Greenhouse
4. Automotive Diesdl 10. Boat Launching 16. Farm stand
5. Camping - Tent 11. Stables 17. Apple Orchard
6. Camping Trailer 12. Golf 18. Hiking Tralls

19. Vineyard
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