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FEDERAL HIGHWAY TRUST FUND IN CRISIS -
THREATENS NH CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

Department of Transportation Commissioner George Campbell says today’s
announcement regarding the rationing of federal highway reimbursements to the states
“could slow important transportation projects in New Hampshire.”

“We are evaluating whether or not we’ll be able to keep these projects moving
forward in the coming weeks,” Commissioner Campbell says.

Acknowledging that the federal Highway Trust Fund is “operational crisis”,
U.S. Transportation Secretary Mary Peters today announced the shortfall would not allow
the Federal Highway Administration to make timely full payments of money owed to the
states for transportation projects. In a reversal of an earlier position, the Bush
Administration urged Congress to immediately pass stalled legislation to transfer $8 billion
from the General Fund to the Highway Trust Fund.

“This situation was avoidable and | urge Congress to take immediate action to

restore the financial stability of the federal Highway Trust Fund so that critical projects here
in New Hampshire can continue to move forward,” Commissioner Campbell said.
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