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“Ifit Weren't For Them My Father Probably Would Not BeAlive’
NHDOT Survey Crew Helps Driver Get Out of Burning Truck on 1-93

Dallas Patten was working as part of afour-
man NH Department of Transportation survey
crew in the median of Interstate 93 near the 1-89
interchange in Bow on April 20 when he saw the
cloud of dust at about 11:30 am.

“1 watched atruck go down over the em-
bankment and hit the foundation of alight pole.
Thetruck started smoking almost immediately
and burst into flames shortly thereafter.”

Patten, along with brothers Scott and David
Cloutier and Bruce Cooper reacted quickly and
without thoughts about their personal safety. All
four men dodged traffic on the collector ramp and

headed as fast as they could towards the burning h’ '
truck. : . . .

“\We started in the direction of thetruck even  Highway Design Bureau survey crew member s(l€ft toright)
asDallascalled 9-1-1” Scott Cloutier recalls Scott Cloutier, DallasPatten, Bruce Cooper and David Cloutier

wereintheright placeat theright timewhen they helped save

Within seconds, there was black smoke coming amotorist from aburningvehicleon April 200n 1-93in Bow.

out from the fender areas.”

Bruce Cooper has vivid memories of the critical moments after the crash. “We saw the flames coming up
from underneath the truck when we got there, and the driver was trying to get out. He had blood al over his
face from a head wound and he was definitely dazed.”

Theinjured driver wastrying to call 9-1-1 as he stumbled out of histruck.

“Hefell out onto the ground and he was almost in flames,” David Cloutier remembers. “We helped him
get away from the burning truck and he fell down again.”

What the DOT rescuers didn’t know at the time was that aloaded hand gun in the truck would soon be
firing off roundsin theintense heat, and tireswould begin bursting.

Adam Memmolo watched the incident unfold from anearby car dealership, hoping the driver made it out.

“1 just saw the flames, and everybody was just standing
around and wondering if the guy got out of histruck,”
Memmolo told WMUR TV. “Wedidn’t know what happened
to him. Thewholetruck was on fire, so we didn’t know if the
fuel tank was going to explode.”

State Police said later that a coughing fit had apparently
caused Michael Frasier, of Hooksett, to lose control of his
vehicle and crash into the light pole. He was transferred to
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in Hanover and treated
for seriousinternal injuries.

Responding to the WMUR story, Frasier’s daughter
Tiffany Lynn wrote, “| just wanted to take a moment to thank
the men who helped my father out of histruck...if it weren't
for them my father probably would not be alive. Thank you
from the bottom of my heart.”

EHARE. .# - ] “We couldn’t just stand there and watch,” Dallas Patten
ThisWMUR TV imageshowsfirefightersbeside  says, “We had to do something.”
thesmokingtruck that crashed off 1-93in Bow.
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Neill Williamscelebrated his80th birthday onthejob asa
toll attendant at theRochester Tollson the Spaulding
Turnpike. Commissioner George Campbell visited May 20
torecognizetheoccasion. Neillisapart timetoll attendant
and hasbeen employed with the TurnpikesBureau since
June, 2001. Pictured arefrom left toright: Commissioner
Campbell, Neill Williamsand Supervisor Steve Jeffries.

Thosenew facesyou encounter intheConstruction, Highway
Design, Environment, Traffic, Bridge Design, Materialsand
Resear ch and Planning Bur eausthissummer may becollege
internsand possibly futureemployees. Theinternswere
welcomed at an orientation day on June12that included an
overview of thefunction and goalsof theDOT. Thisphotowas
taken after atour of Materials& Research.

BruceVandlandingham (M echanical Services)
wasnot abletoattend theMar ch major staff
meeting that recognized thosewho servedin Iraq
and Kuwait - becausehewasstill servingin Irag.
Brucereturned in May after servingan 11 month
tour asaNaval Seabeeheadingawell water team.

Gary Clifford wasrecognized at thisyear’'s
Safety Plow Rally for adecadeof serviceas
chairman of theannual event. TheDistrict
5Maintenance Supervisor hasdevoted
many, many hoursto making suretheplow
rallieshavebeen run smoothly and fairly.

(To Fellow District 2 Employees, \

Heidi and | would like to thank all of you
for all you have done for us. | feel lucky to
work with a group such as yourselves.
Your supportis greatly appreciated. It
shows that when things get tough,
District 2 sticks together. We are indeed a
big family and it is great to know that we
can always count on each other.

Thanks again,

\Dennis J

Editor’s note: District 2 employees made a
sizeable donation to Assistant Patrol Foreman
DennisWhite (#203 Rumney) and family ashis
wife battles a serious health condition.
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Had towear gogglessowedidn’t get paint or glassin our eyes.

Trucksdonot comeall together.

Truckslast about 10to 15years.

Glassbeadswereused in the paint toreflect thelines.
Truckswerereally tall and expensive.

Thereisaman inthefront and theback of apaint truck.
Therearetubesthat taketheexhaust out of thegar age.

Thereisathingin front of thetruck to makeit go straight.

Trucksarecool.
Thetrafficlightsarebright.
Thegaragelooked likeahanger.
Welearned howtomakesigns.
Thetrucksplow snow.

Red - Stop, Green-Go, Yelow-Sow Down.
Neat colorsthat r eflect.
Thetrucksarebright orange.

—_—— ——— e —— e —— e —— —— —— e — — —
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Editor’snote: A group of elementary students from Sant Bani School in Sanbornton traveled to Concord in
April for afield trip that included tours of the Mechanical Services and Traffic Bureaus. Above are some of
their comments about their visit as conveyed in writing to teacher Hillary Martin.

\.

\
Greenleaf Products Inc.

June 15, 2009
Dear Dave:

I want to thank you for taking the time to explain DOT
regulations regarding driveway permitting. Thereis
no substitution for face-to-face communicationsin
working out details, especialy dealing with amyriad
of regulations we deal with in forestry and logging
today.

I’m sureyou will agree, beinginthemiddleof itona
daily basis; it can’t be easy. Randy Talon and you are
acredit to your organization.

Harold W. Cook
West Ossipee, NH

J

Editor’s note: The above letter was written to David Silia,
a District 3 Access and Utilities Engineer.

(June 2, 2009

I very much appreciated being
contacted by Mr. Drouin. He was
prompt, informative and courteous in all
respects in his communication with me.

I'm better informed and safer now,
thanks to Mr. Drouin. I also have
learned about being a more responsible
homeowner. Mr. Drouin represented his
organization excellently.

Thank you,

Bridget Fitsimmons
Wolfeboro, NH

\- J

Editor’ snote: Steve Drouin isan Access and Utilities
Technician in District 3. He assisted Ms. Fitssmmons
with locating a stone wall out of the right-of-way.
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PSNH Moves New Giant TransformersOver NH DOT Rail Lines

submitted by Brian Lombard
(Rail and Transit Bureau)

It'salong way from Asiato North Conway,
New Hampshire. That’s the journey two very
large PSNH electrical tranformerstook in June,
primarily by boat and rail.

The oversize transformers were shipped
from Chinaviabarge to Searsport, Maine
where they were loaded on rail cars and
shipped first to Montreal, Canada and then
down to Groveton, New Hampshire.

This transformer move was the first time
freight was shipped on the Mountain Division
Railroad linethat runsfrom Portland, Maineto

St. Johnsbury, Vermont since the Maine Central Thisaerial photo showsthelargetransfor mersmaking
Railroad stopped operating onthelineinthe early their way acrossWilley Brook Trestlein Crawford Notch
1980’'s. The NHDOT owns the section of the on June 20 heading towar dsthefinal stop in Conway. The
Mountain Division Railroad LinefromtheMaine ~ helicopter seen abovethetrain wasvideotaping thejour ney

Statelinein Conway to Gilman, Vermont. Freight  for PublicServiceCompany of New Hampshire.
Serviceistill provided on the Groveton Branch between Groveton and Whitefield by NH Central Railroad.

The small transformer was 17'-2" high, 27'-5" long and 11’-5" wide and was carried on a depressed
center rail car. The small transformer and the rail car weighed 528,172 pounds.

The large transformer was 18'-3" high, 43'-4" long and 13" wide and was carried on a Schnabel rail
car made especially for heavy and wide loads. The large transformer and the Schnabel car weighed
1,045,231 pounds and the total car length was 168'-8".

The Schnabel car was manufactured in Germany and is one of only 30 such carslocated in North
America. It has 20 axles (four 4 wheel trucks and four 6 wheel trucks) to distribute the heavy load onto
therailsand it a'so hasthe ability to raise or lower the load one foot and to shift the load one foot from side
to side. Thisallowed theload to be shifted when it travel ed through areas with narrow clearances. The
load had to be shifted sideways at only one location on the move, at the curve through the ledge cut at the
“Gateway” just east of Crawford Station in Crawford
Notch.

The Schnabel car came with aflatcar for moving
parts of the Schnabel car, a crew of three and a
caboose for housing the crew on thetrip.

Shipping the transformers by rail saved PSNH and
their customers substantial money. Since the load was
oversized and so heavy, moving it over the highways
al theway from the pier at Searsport, Maine would

have been extremely slow, time consuming and costly.
The transformers were moved from arail siding using
, i - . special trailer unitsdown Route 16 approximately
A I|ttlet|ght through the* Gateway” in Crawford Notch. three milesto the PSNH substation.

The NHDOT owns 250 miles of active railroad
lines and has operating agreementswith six railroads to providerail service ontheselines. Therail lines
are avital transportation mode, and the Rail and Transit Bureau works hard to maintain the tracks, bridges,
drainage and signals so the lines are avail abl e to move material s and equi pment when needed, including
overheight and overwidth loads.
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Faces of the 2009 Safety Plow Rally

Editor’snote: Not everyone attending the annual Plow Rally isa competitor. Here'salook a some of the many
people who took in the event - thanksto District 5 Patrol Foreman Peg Smith for taking several of the photos.

Mike Fudula Remembered with Flower Beds at the Morton Building

The attractive new perennia flower beds that greet visitors and employees at the DOT headquarters
on Concord have a special meaning. The plants and labor to make them areality were donated by co-
workers and family membersin memory of Mike Fudula, who worked for 34 yearsin the Highway
Design Bureau. Seen planting the bedsin mid-May are: (below left) Bob Davis, Barbara Rollins and
Guy Giunta of Highway Design. Ron White and Henry Newman helped prepare the flower beds.
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