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CAHS launches |

new volunteer
driver program

By KRISTEN SENZ
Senior Writer

With hopes of starting a statewidp trend, the Comm%m'ty
Alliance of Human Services is launching a new vplunteer driv-
7 er program, which pair available drivers
{‘ Newport and those without rides to create a free
: tion service. : :
trﬁiﬁ:er drivers will use their personal Yehlcles to prowt(;ise
rides in and around Sullivan County to I-nedlcal applomtme% :
local banks, grocery stores or to visit a frler.xc} or ‘f:al:nllme(::.‘llé'J: er
— wherever a person needs to go. In addltmn. Ride 1:1 1es:t
may ride with a person in need of transportation who doesn
feel comfortable using public transportation services. Rl
The program will operate primarily in or near c11v_an
County and will collaborate W’iﬂ_l other existing volunteer; Tiv-
er programs that are available in some parts _of the cou:il ¥ i
Program Coordinator Rich Lfaute is a certified safe nv1fI‘1g,
instructor, who was nameleatE%%gl Instructor of the Year for
ional Safety Council in : .
thﬁé\{ﬁ‘t goal is to );nsure that anyone w%w needs a ndeblczicn
access one.” Leute said. “Although we do_n t expect to be ah e 10
handle all the needs initially, we woul@ like to have enough vol-
unteers willing to help to reduce the instance \Y’here someone
can’t get to a medical appointment immediately.
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The program is new to the
Community Alliance of Human
Services, which has provided
public  transportation  in
Sullivan County for years. The
nonprofit organization has
received many requests over
the years for public transporta-
tion in rural areas outside its
Community Alliance
Transportation bus routes.

“It's not practical or cost-

effective to run buses in all
areas of the county” said
Barbara Brill, the agency’s exec-
utive director. “Volunteer trans-
portation will blend in with our
existing service to improve
mobility for the region.”

In this early stage of its roll-
out, the program has not yet
recruited any volunteer driv-
ers. Leute plans to make a
series of presentations to com-
munity groups over the coming
months to explain and promote
the program,

All volunteer drivers will
receive mileage reimburse-
ment, though the rate is not yet
established, Leute said. The
current federal mileage reim-
bursement rate is 50.5 cents
per mile.

“Some people look at this as
a business proposition,” Leute
said of the money that can be

earned through reimburse. |

ments. “There are a lot of miles

you can cover, and while it’s not |

a lot of money, it is something.”

Volunteer drivers will be
required to submit to a erimi-
nal background check and a
check by the state Bureau of
Elders and Adults, which

| Leute

tracks instances of adult and
elder abuse and neglect. The
program will also look for a
clean or mostly clean driving
record, Any conviction for driv.
ing under the influence of alco-
hol will automatically exclude
a driver, but a speeding ticket
could be negotiable, Leute said.

“License checks will be
reviewed on a case-by-case
basis,” he said,

Leute, who has 16 years of
experience in the transporta-
tion and driver education field,
will conduct interviews with
prospective drivers. If cleared,
the drivers would then be
required to go through a road
test and a few hours of training
that will include education
about safer driving choices,
behavioral expectations while
transporting and other details
about the program. Drivers
will not be allowed to accept
gratuities, Leute said, “but we
do welcome and appreciate
donations to the program.”

Sullivan County isn’t the
only place in New Hampshire
where people who can't drive or
don’t have access to a vehicle
suffer without transportation.
said he hopes the
Corhmum’ty Alliance program
will serve as a model for agen-
cies across the state looking to
enhance their public trans.
portation offerings.

“We may be on the verge of
starting a new trend in New
Hampshire,” he said. “The rural

nature of New Hampshire
‘makes it the right place for
something like this to take hold
and spread like wildfire, and
I'm hoping that's what we do.”

Leute encourages anyone
interested in becoming a volun-
teer to call him right away.

“We need your help,” he said.
“There are people out there
who could really use the com-
panionship and the service.”

Leute plans to present the
program at the Newport senior
center at 8 a.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 10. The Greater Newport
Chamber of Commerce plans to
honor Leute and the
Community Alliance during
that meeting for starting up
the program.

A presentation is also sched-
uled at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Nov. 11, at the Charlestown
Congregational Church.

At 8 am. on Tuesday, Nov.
23, Leute plans to present the
program at a meeting of the
Newport Revitalization
Committee, which meets in the
community room in the base-
ment of Sugar River Bank,

For more information or to
contact Leute ahout becoming
a volunteer driver, contact him
at (603) 863-2772, ext. 202 or
by e-mail at rluete@commu-
nityalliance.net.
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Kristen Senz can be
reached at (603) 543-3100,
ext. 108, or by e-mail at
ksenz@eagletimes.com .



