BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENT
CONFERENCE REPORT

SUBJECT: NHDOT Monthly Natural Resource Agency Coordination Meeting
DATE OF CONFERENCE: May 17, 2006
LOCATION OF CONFERENCE: John O. Morton Building

ATTENDED BY:
NHDOT Harry Kinter
Mark Hemmerlein NRPC
Charlie Hood Army Corps of Engineers Matt Waitkins
Tobey Reynolds Rich Roach
Matt Urban US Fish and Wildlife
Craig Drouin NH DES Service
Robert Decker Mary Ann Tilton Bill Neidermyer
Jon Evans Gino Infascelli
Mike Hazlett Lori Sommer NHOEP
Bob Aubrey Jennifer DeLong
Bob Landry NH Fish and Game
Bill Hauser Dan Lynch VHB
Bob Barry Kim Tuttle Bill Barry
Cathy Goodman Chris Baker
Tricia Lambert EPA
Mike Pouliot Mark Kern LCHIP

Rachel Rouillard
Federal Highway FAA
Administration Victor Lung Surveyor
Bill O’Donnell John Silva John O’Neil

NOTES ON CONFERENCE:

Alstead, X-A000(471), 14541H

Kevin Nyhan presented this project, which involves the replacement of the temporary bridge that carries
NH Route 123 over Warren Brook. The temporary bridge was installed as a result of flooding that
occurred during the fall of 2005. The replacement structure will be a 16 wide by 7’ high box culvert.
This project, in advance of the Cold River and Warren Brook Restoration Study, was coordinated with NH
Fish and Game and DES Rivers Management and Protection Program. Wetland impacts will be
approximately 7,000 sf primarily to bank and channel. The stream bank will not be naturalized under this
contract, but will be addressed under the overall Alstead, 14540M project at a future date. No one in
attendance objected to the project as proposed and Rich Roach indicated that the project would qualify
under the SPGP.

Alstead, X-A000(472), 145411

Tobey Reynolds reviewed this project, which involves upgrading a flood-damaged portion of NH Route
123 in Alstead at the intersection of NH Route 123 and Cooper Hill Road and Cobb Hill Road. The
project involves removing the temporary detour of the intersection and returning a connection along NH
Route 123. In addition, the roadway will be shifted away from Warren Brook to limit impacts and allow
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for the DOT to stabilize the embankment. The project will require the acquisition of the apartment building
at the intersection (Wildes property). Additionally, the project will replace the culvert that carries Mad
Brook under the roadway just south of the intersection. Bridge types are now being considered. As this
project will be advertised in advance of the Cold River & Warren Brook Restoration Study, the design will
be coordinate with the DES Rivers Management and Protection Program, NH Fish and Game, and DES
Wetlands Bureau. Another meeting will be scheduled as design proceeds.

Wilton, X-A000(07), 13906

The purpose of this meeting was to meet with resource agencies in advance of the design and engineering
phase of the Wilton sidewalk project so that any potential issues regarding natural resources can be
identified very early in the process.

1. Matt Waitkins distributed materials that included a text description of the project, a map of the project
area, a contour map of the project area and a conceptual diagram of the potential improvements. Matt
is a transportation planner at Nashua Regional Planning Commission (NRPC) and he noted that NRPC
has been contracted by the Town of Wilton to manage various administrative tasks for this project.
One of the tasks that NRPC will mange is the environmental/historical resource permitting process.

2. Matt noted that this project has yet to be designed. The engineering/design firm (CLD Consulting
Engineers of Manchester, NH) has been procured and a contract between the Town of Wilton and CLD
is expected to be finalized in the near future. The design and engineering phase of this project is
therefore expected to begin this summer.

3. The reason NRPC requested to attend this meeting today was to develop an understanding of any
potential issues that may arise regarding natural resources in the study area and address them early in
the design phase.

4. Matt noted that contact letters have been sent to all state and federal agencies that may have an interest
in the natural resource aspect of this project, as well as to local committees and officials.

5. There was minimal discussion regarding specifics of this project, but it was stated that there
will be no drainage outlet directly to the river.

6. Matt asked what the next steps regarding the permitting process should be. The committee
responded that at some point NRPC would need to meet with the committee again so that the
committee could have an opportunity to review aspects the final project design. Also, NRPC
needs to continue dialogue with the various agencies to make sure they are all in the loop and
any issues are resolved.

Bedford-Manchester-Londonderry, DPR-F-0047(001), 11512

This project involves the access to Manchester Airport from NH Route 3. An update on the mitigation
involving the alternative wildlife habitat corridor on Nash-Tamposi land in the vicinity of the Industrial
Drive intersection with Pettingill Road including the Pettingill Road crossing was presented. John O’Neil
presented the alternative to placing the wildlife corridor on one side of the easement, not centered on it to
allow for NHDOT to purchase one property and not 2 separate properties. EPA had concerns because
there is currently an ongoing investigation on Nash-Tamposi land. All other agencies were supportive of
the proposal. EPA is reviewing the proposal and will reply with their comments.
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This project was previously reviewed on the following dates: 11/14/96, 4/16/97, 5/28/97, 8/20/97,
12/16/98, 1/20/99, 10/20/99, 12/15/99, 2/16/00, 3/22/00, 6/14/00, 3/21/01, 4/18/01, 1/16/02, 8/21/02,
6/18/03, 3/24/04, 7/21/04, 9/15/04, 10/20/04, 12/15/04, 9/21/05 & 3/15/06

Portsmouth, BRF-X-0182(066), 10665

This project involves the replacement of the bridge that carries NH Route 33 over the B&M Railroad

(#154/101). Work is being conducted toward a NEPA CE classification (Class II). Issues include the

following:

« There will be no wetlands or surface waters impacted by project. There is no surface water
connection to Great Bay. Project area underlain by aquifer, and under MOA, DOT will coordinate
relative to wellhead protection areas during final design.

+ Farmlands have been mapped.

% NHNHB and USFWS have concluded that no impacts to ESA species or natural communities will
occur.

+¢+ Undeveloped land on south side of corridor there are large contiguous areas of undeveloped land,
but there will be no impacts.

% Project is in compliance with air quality regulations and there will be no noise impacts.

¢ There are no CLSP, LCHIP, or 6(f) lands along cooridor.

»  Section 4(f) resources include Plains Park and historic resources. This will be addressed in the
documentation, however City will probably conclude no significant impact to this recreational
resource. Project should not impact historic resources.

% There is a record of a LUST in the project area relative to hazardous resources.

R. Roach questioned the presence of wetlands in project area, on the south side of the roadway. VHB will
verify. Access issues were discussed.

Lee, 14387

This project involves reconstruction of the NH Route 125, NH Route 152, and High Road intersection.
The NH Route 153 and High Road intersection is too close to the NH Route 125 and NH Route 152
intersection and therefore it will be moved west to provide more queuing room. High Road will be
reconstructed for a short distance. The project will impact approximately 9,000 sq ft of forested wetland.
However, removal of the old High Road will provide an opportunity to create approximately 13,000 sq ft
of wetlands. No one objected to the project as proposed and ACOE indicated it would qualify for the
SPGP.

Bartlett, BRF-MGS-X-0321(023), 13043

This project involves reconstruction of US Route 302 and the reconstruction of the bridges that carry US
Route 302 over the Saco River and the Conway Scenic Railroad. The area around Cow Brook and West
Side Road was discussed. The District Office asked if the roadway could be improved at this location,
which involves replacing the Cow Brook culvert. The culvert will be replaced with a 3 x 7 ft concrete box
with both inverts buried in the streambed to provide better fish passage. The group did not object to the
proposal and ACOE indicated that it would continue to qualify for the SPGP.

This project was previously reviewed on_the following date: 6/23/04
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Troy, NHS-T-F-013-1(35), 10434

As part of the mitigation package for the Troy bypass project an approximate 73-acre parcel on
Fitzwilliam Road was acquired by the Department for preservation. There is a house on the property that
the Department would like to sell. To accomplish this, a 2-acre portion (minimum lot size in Troy) needs
to be subdivided from this parcel. The remaining 70 + acres will remain as preservation. No one objected
to the sale of this 2-acre surplus property.

This _project was previously reviewed on_the following dates: 11/30/95, 1/18/96, 2/22/96, 3/21/96,
7/25/96, 11/14/96, 1/15/97, 2/19/97, 5/28/97, 6/18/97, 7/16/97, 9/24/97, 10/22/97, 9/16/98, 1/20/99,
5/19/99, 6/16/99 & 5/17/06

Skyhaven Airport
Barry Hammer from Edwards and Kelcey explained the purpose of the presentation was to:
1. Introduce the current taxiway design project underway at the Skyhaven Airport.
2. Describe the steps that have been taken to this point regarding the Master Plan, Environmental
Assessment (EA) and mitigation efforts.
3. Request feedback from the resource agencies regarding their need for data and permits for this
project. A follow-up meeting with the agencies will address the requests for information and
provide design details about the planned project.

Mr. Hammer briefly reviewed the existing airport layout plan (ALP) by describing the types of
development activities that are anticipated in the next 15 to 20 years (i.e., hangar development, runway
extensions).

Mr. Hammer then discussed the outcome of the EA that was completed in April 2004. As part of the EA, a
mitigation package was prepared to compensate for the estimated wetland impacts that would result from
the full implementation of the selected ALP. The mitigation package and EA were presented to the
resource agencies early in 2004. The conditions of the mitigation plan were approved at that time and the
mitigation project proceeded and was constructed in the summer of 2005 ahead of planned airport
improvements.

Mr. Hammer then explained that the current project is a taxiway improvement project and is the first
project to be completed that is part of the planned development shown on the ALP. The impact to wetlands
that will result as part of this project have been mitigated through the previously discussed mitigation
project.

The western portion of the taxiway will be a newly constructed taxiway, realigning the existing taxiway
that connects the runway to the aircraft apron. The new alignment offers two benefits:
1. The existing taxiway is at the maximum longitudinal grade allowed by the FAA, the new
alignment will help shallow out the grade, creating a safer operating condition,
2. The realignment creates vital space for planned hangar development in the area of the old
taxiway and to the south.

The eastern portion of the taxiway will be a reconstructed pavement section. The original turf runway was
converted to a taxiway when the new runway was constructed. This portion of taxiway has some
deteriorated pavements that will be improved and updated by this reconstruction effort.
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Other elements of the project include the installation of new taxiway lightning and airfield signage fixtures
and applying the appropriate marking to the newly paved surfaces. The proposed drainage system to be
installed will include water-quality improvement measures designed to accommodate the full-build
development scenario shown on the ALP. Possible water-quality improvements are likely to include
vegetated swales to the north and south of the western portion of the new taxiway.

Mark Kern inquired about the status of the permitting for the project. He stated that if he understands Mr.
Hammer correctly, the permit for wetland impacts has already been approved for this project through the
mitigation package previously approved as part of the EA. Bill Neidermyer indicated that this is true, and
from his perspective this project does not need to be reviewed by the group again.

Mr. Kern requested a summary of the mitigation agreement and a brief description of the project that was
completed. Mr. Hammer agreed to send this information to Mr. Kern. Lori Sommer added that the
information is also available at NHDES.

Lori Sommer stated that the timing of the design and construction of this project should be closely
monitored with the release of the NH Site Specific Regulations that are anticipated to be released next year.

Gino Infascelli emphasized his concern regarding water-quality issues at the specific project location by
noting that the site conditions do not allow for traditional measures to be installed or accounted for. He
also acknowledged that this design project has just begun and that he expects these issues to be addressed
throughout the design process.

Rich Roach concluded the discussion by requesting the project be presented again after more of the design
has been completed and more details are available. He recommended Labor Day, 2006 as an estimated
date of return, but this is ultimately dictated by the project schedule.

Lebanon Airport
Jay Wood opened with explaining the history, purpose and need, federal funding issues and deadlines of the
project.

Chris Spaulding discussed the project, which will include disturbing 5.25 acres of forested wetland to
construct the South Apron and relocate an existing road. Mr. Spaulding then explained the proposed
mitigation package would include placing a conservation easement over an 88-acre parcel of land located
on the east side of the Airport. This area was selected as it alters significant storm water run-off from the
surrounding terrain to the east and would enhance the conservation uses of the Farnum Hill Reserve area
located 2,000 feet to the east of the proposed mitigation site. In addition, conserving this area will allow
extension of the wildlife corridor on the east side of the airport. However, this conservation easement must
allow the City the right to place a road through it, if and when needed. Other alternatives to use restoration
or enhancement were researched through the watershed but no possibilities were identified.

Mr. Roach indicated that ACOE would support the permit application with the mitigation for the apron
using the 88-acre parcel as a conservation easement. However, he stated the proposed future Loop Road
must be realigned to travel along the western boundary of the easement through the wetland area, not
through the middle of site. Mr. Roach stated this makes the easement more viable for the long term and
would also require the City to permit and mitigate for any wetland impacts caused by the proposed future
Loop Road.
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Discussions took place between Lori Sommer and Rich Roach regarding the conservation easement and the
proposed Loop Road location. Ms. Sommer also stated she would like to see more research into potential
restoration or enhancement possibilities in Lebanon. DES objected to the right-of-way through the wetland
and suggested that the proposed loop road be eliminated as no easement holder would take it. Mark Kern
agreed that more research should be put into locating additional restoration or enhancement possibilities.
He further stated that mitigating within the vicinity of the Airport is not a long-term viable idea. He would
like to see, in the future, conservation easements that extend exiting natural areas. These natural areas
would also protect water quality and include a restoration component. Mr. Roach then suggested a
monetary amount of $150,000 to be set aside to conduct a restoration project within Lebanon to satisfy the
NHDES, EPA and the ACOE mitigation concerns. All parties generally agreed to money being set aside
for a future restoration project.

Mr. Roach concluded by stating the ACOE shall move forward with permitting this project with the
following 3 major conditions:

1. The permittee shall place into conservation easement an 88-acre parcel of land located on the
east side of the airport.

2. The permittee shall prepare a rough map showing the approximate wetlands and waterways in
the vicinity of the power lines east of the Airport property.

3. The permittee shall find and accomplish a wetland or waterway restoration project satisfactory
to the NHDES and the Corps, costing approximately $150,000 to complete.



