
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Re: 

 
Public Service Company of New Hampshire and  

 
NH Electric Cooperative, Inc.  

(See Attached Case List) 
 

ORDER  
(Consolidating Tax Year 2012 Appeals With Tax Year 2010 and 2011 Appeals  

and Rescheduling Hearing and Other Dates) 
 

The board has reviewed the documents filed by the “Taxpayers” (“PSNH” and the 

“Coop”) and the municipalities (the “Towns”) in response to the Interim Order issued on 

November 19, 2013. 1 Based on these responses: 

1. The Taxpayers’ motions to “[s]tay or hold in abeyance [the] 2012 appeals” is denied;  
 

2. The tax year 2012 appeals are consolidated for hearing with the tax year 2010 and 
2011 appeals; 
 

3. Given the apparent delays in completing discovery and other steps in accordance with 
the previously ordered deadlines and this consolidation of the 2012 appeals, the board 
finds the May and June, 2014 hearing dates now scheduled are no longer practicable 
or workable; and 
 

4. The parties are ordered to comply with the revised schedule for preparation and trial 
of the tax year 2010, 2011 and 2012 appeals set forth below. 

 

1 These documents consist of: the Towns’ November 27, 2013 Joint Reply to Interim Order (the “Joint Reply”); and 
the “Responses” from the Taxpayers’ attorney (in the form of letters addressed to the Clerk and sent by e-mail on 
November 27, 2013, followed by filings on December 3, 2013).  

                                                 



In Re: Public Service Company of New Hampshire and NH Electric Cooperative, Inc.   
(See Attached Case List) 
Page 2 of 7 
 

The responses filed by the parties reflect the following undisputed facts: 

A. They were unable to file the stipulations described in the Interim Order by the 
prescribed deadline (Joint Reply, p. 2, and Responses, pp. 1-2); 
 

B. They did not complete all discovery by the October 2, 2013 deadline also described in 
the Interim Order and then extended this deadline “[b]y agreement among the parties” 
without seeking the board’s consent [see Joint Reply, p. 2 (referring to an Exhibit 1 
that was not attached to this pleading) and Responses, p. 2);  

 
C. The Taxpayers ‘expect[]’ to have their own appraisals (in the 2010 and 2011 appeals) 

completed and sent to the municipalities by the December 2, 2013 deadline described 
in the Interim Order (see Responses, p. 2); and 

 
D. The Taxpayers and the Towns share a commitment to resolve all of these appeals on a 

“timely, efficient and cost-effective basis.”  (Cf. Interim Order, p. 2.)  
 

 Based on the record presented and these considerations, the board finds denial of the stay 

motion is proper and consolidation of the tax year 2012 appeals with the tax year 2010 and 2011 

appeals is warranted.  While the Towns are correct in stating that consolidation is “the most 

efficient way of addressing this bank of related appeals,” the board finds it is reasonable to give 

all parties additional time to prepare these appeals without penalizing the Taxpayers in the 

manner suggested by the Towns.2 

 Consequently, and as further requested by the Taxpayers in the alternative (cf. Interim 

Order, p. 1), the board finds some modification and extension of the deadlines established in the 

May 31, 2013 Structuring Conference Orders are appropriate.  Cognizant of its own calendar 

constraints and the likely complexity and additional time necessary for adequate preparation of 

these appeals for mediation and hearing, as well as the competing needs of other taxpayers for  

2 See Joint Reply, p. 4, where the Towns’ suggest that “in the event [the board] orders any abatements, interest 
thereon, under RSA 76:16-a[,] will not accrue after the presently scheduled trial dates.  The board does not agree 
primarily because the record does not support the conclusion that further delays are entirely the fault of the 
Taxpayers. 
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timely resolution of their own appeals, the board sets the following deadlines: 

 I.  By February 10, 2014 – filing of any stipulations for the 2012 appeals regarding: 

a. Assessed value, tax rate and the level of assessment in each municipality; and 
 

b. The proportionality of the land assessment on the Taxpayer’s property in 
each municipality; 

 
 II.  By April 28, 2014 - deadline for submission of each Taxpayer appraisal for the 2012 
 appeals;3 
 
 III.  By June 9, 2014 – deadline for compliance with Tax 203.07 mediation 
 requirements  
 
in each appeal, including filing of report with the board;  

 
 IV.  By August 4, 2014 – deadline for submission of each municipality appraisal (if the 
 municipality intends to rely upon one); 

 
 V.  By October 1, 2014 – completion of any appraiser (expert witness) depositions; 
 
 VI. By November 3, 2014 – submission to the board of four copies4 of each appraisal any  
 party intends to rely upon and any factual or other stipulations the parties can agree upon 
 to streamline and simplify the hearing process; and 
 
 VII. 2015 hearing dates (on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, for a total of six  
 weeks): January 13 – 15, January 20 - 22, January 27 - 29, February 3 – 5,  
 February 10 – 12, and February 17 – 19.5  

 
 As evident in the May 31, 2013 Structuring Conference Orders (p. 2), the parties have 

agreed the Coop appeals shall all be heard first (prior to the PSNH appeals).  The board further 

directs the parties (by the November 3, 2014 deadline stated above) to submit to the board an 

agreement proposing the order of such hearings (or their respective preferences if they cannot 

3 See paragraph C above:  the Taxpayers have apparently already complied with this requirement for the 2010 and 
2011 appeals. 
 
4 The board intends to keep three copies for board members and to mark one copy as an official exhibit.  Therefore, 
the parties should not submit any additional copies of these appraisals at the hearing.  To avoid duplication and 
potential confusion, the parties are further directed not to pre-mark any hearing exhibits. 
 
5 The board intends to start each hearing day promptly at 8:30 a.m. and continue through 4:00 p.m., with a one hour 
lunch break. 
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reach agreement), including any proposals for consolidating or grouping of specific appeals, and 

a complete witness list for each appeal. 

 Finally, the board will not look favorably on any additional requests for time extensions 

or modifications to the deadlines established in this Order.  The board intends to follow the 

schedule detailed above irrespective of whether the Taxpayers choose to file any tax year 2013 

appeals. 

      SO ORDERED. 

      BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 

      _______________________________ 
      Michele E. LeBrun, Chair 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Albert S. Shamash, Member 
 
             
      Theresa M. Walker, Member 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
  

NH ELECTRIC COOP CERTIFICATION FOR TAX YEAR 2011 
 

 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Order has this date been mailed, postage prepaid, 
to: Margaret H. Nelson, Esq., Sulloway & Hollis, PO Box 1256, Concord, NH 03302, Taxpayer 
representative; Walter L. Mitchell, Esq. and Judith E. Whitelaw, Esq., Mitchell Municipal 
Group, P.A., 25 Beacon St. East, Laconia, NH 03246; Mr. George E. Sansoucy and Mr. Brian D. 
Fogg, George E. Sansoucy, PE, LLC, 89 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH 03584; Avitar Associates of 
New England, Inc., 150 Suncook Valley Highway, Chichester, NH 03258; Brett S. Purvis & 
Associates, Inc., c/o Allison Purvis, 1195 Acton Ridge Road, Acton, ME 04001; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, PO Box 61, Andover, NH 03216; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 1 Dalton 
Road, Brentwood, NH 03833; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 17 Bridge Street, Colebrook, NH 
03576; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH 03042; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, PO Box 299, Grafton, NH 03240; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 33, East 
Lempster, NH 03605; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 126, Lyme, NH 03768; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 Pinnacle Hill Road, New Hampton, NH 03256; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, PO Box 380, Meriden, NH 03770; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 
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194, Center Sandwich, NH 03227; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 16 Merrill Access Road, 
Thornton, NH 03285; and Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Unity - 13 Center Road #1, 
Charlestown, NH 03603-7500. 
 

NH ELECTRIC COOP CERTIFICATION FOR TAX YEAR 2012 
 

 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Order has this date been mailed, postage prepaid, 
to: Margaret H. Nelson, Esq., Sulloway & Hollis, PO Box 1256, Concord, NH 03302, Taxpayer 
representative; Walter L. Mitchell, Esq. and Judith E. Whitelaw, Esq., Mitchell Municipal 
Group, P.A., 25 Beacon St. East, Laconia, NH 03246; Mr. George E. Sansoucy and Mr. Brian D. 
Fogg, George E. Sansoucy, PE, LLC, 89 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH 03584; Avitar Associates of 
New England, Inc., 150 Suncook Valley Highway, Chichester, NH 03258; Brett S. Purvis & 
Associates, Inc., c/o Allison Purvis, 1195 Acton Ridge Road, Acton, ME 04001; Mr. George 
Hildum, 2 Sanborn Road, Concord, NH 03301; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 61, 
Andover, NH 03216; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 1 Dalton Road, Brentwood, NH 03833; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 17 Bridge Street, Colebrook, NH 03576; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 157 Main Street, Epping, NH 03042; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 299, 
Grafton, NH 03240; Town of Londonderry, Assessor's Office, 268B Mammoth Road, 
Londonderry, NH 03053; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 126, Lyme, NH 03768; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 Pinnacle Hill Road, New Hampton, NH 03256; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, 21 Summer Street, Northfield, NH 03276;  Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 
PO Box 380, Meriden, NH 03770; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 194, Center 
Sandwich, NH 03227; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 16 Merrill Access Road, Thornton, NH 
03285; and Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Unity - 13 Center Road #1, Charlestown, 
NH 03603-7500; and Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 40, Warren, NH 03279. 
 

PSNH CERTIFICATION FOR TAX YEARS 2010 & 2011 
 

 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Order has this date been mailed, postage prepaid, 
to: Margaret H. Nelson, Esq., Sulloway & Hollis, PO Box 1256, Concord, NH 03302, Taxpayer 
representative; Walter L. Mitchell, Esq. and Judith E. Whitelaw, Esq., Mitchell Municipal 
Group, P.A., 25 Beacon St. East, Laconia, NH 03246; Mr. George E. Sansoucy and Mr. Brian D. 
Fogg, George E. Sansoucy, PE, LLC, 89 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH 03584; Avitar Associates of 
New England, Inc., 150 Suncook Valley Highway, Chichester, NH 03258; Mr. George Hildum, 
2 Sanborn Road, Concord, NH 03301;  Christopher L. Boldt, Esq., Donahue, Tucker & 
Ciandella, PLLC, 56 NH Route 25, PO Box 214, Meredith, NH 03253; Justin L. Pasay, Esq., 
Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC, 111 Maplewood Avenue - Suite D, Portsmouth, NH 
03801;  Robert Upton, II, Esq., Upton & Hatfield LLP, 23 Seavey Street, PO Box 2242, North 
Conway, NH 03860; Shawn M. Tanguay, Esq., Gardner, Fulton & Waugh, PLLC, 78 Bank 
Street, Lebanon, NH 03766;  Mr. Wil Corcoran, Corcoran Consulting Associates, Inc., PO Box 
1175, Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 756 Dalton Road, Dalton, 
NH 03598; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 Pinnacle Hill Road, New Hampton, NH 03256; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 Nelson Common Road; Nelson, NH 03457; Chairman, Board 
of Selectmen, PO Box 72, Wilmot, NH 03287; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 Jefferson Road, 
Whitefield, NH 03598; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 265, Warner, NH 03278; 
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Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Unity - 13 Center Road #1, Charlestown, NH 03603-
7500; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 23 Edgemont Road; Sunapee, NH 03782-2513; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, 1450 Route 123 North, Stoddard, NH 03464; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, PO Box 22, Springfield, NH 03284; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 3 Hilldale 
Avenue, South Hampton, NH 03827; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 194, Center 
Sandwich, NH 03227; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 130 Durand Road, Randolph, NH 03593; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 311 Pembroke Street, Pembroke, NH 03275; Chairman, Board 
of Selectmen, 6 Village Green, Pelham, NH 03076-3172; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 330 
Main Street, Hopkinton, NH 03229; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 13, Hinsdale, NH 
03451; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 18 Depot Hill Road, Henniker, NH 03242; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, 15 Sunapee Street, Newport, NH 03773; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 
661 Turnpike Road, New Ipswich, NH 03071; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 61, 
Andover, NH 03216; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 487, Marlborough, NH 03455; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 248, Madison, NH 03849; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, PO Box 25, Lincoln, NH 03251; Chairman, Board of Selectmen,  
PO Box 125, Landaff, NH 03585; Assessing Office - Mr. James Rice, 15 Newmarket Road, 
Durham, NH 03824; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 230 Lake Street, Bristol, NH 03222; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 11 Main Street, Hampstead, NH 03841; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, PO Box 5, Francestown, NH 03043; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 88, 
Bath, NH 03740; and Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 25 Main Street, Lancaster, NH 03584.  
 

PSNH CERTIFICATION FOR TAX YEAR 2012 
 
 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Order has this date been mailed, postage 

  prepaid, to: Margaret H. Nelson, Esq., Sulloway & Hollis, PO Box 1256, Concord, NH 03302, 
Taxpayer representative; Walter L. Mitchell, Esq. and Judith E. Whitelaw, Esq., Mitchell 
Municipal Group, P.A., 25 Beacon St. East, Laconia, NH 03246; Mr. George E. Sansoucy and 
Mr. Brian D. Fogg, George E. Sansoucy, PE, LLC, 89 Reed Road, Lancaster, NH 03584; Avitar 
Associates of New England, Inc., 150 Suncook Valley Highway, Chichester, NH 03258; 
Christopher L. Boldt, Esq., Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC, 56 NH Route 25, PO Box 
214, Meredith, NH 03253; Robert Upton, II, Esq., Upton & Hatfield LLP, 23 Seavey Street, PO 
Box 2242, North Conway, NH 03860; Justin L. Pasay, Esq., Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella 
111 Maplewood Avenue - Suite D, Portsmouth, NH 03801Mr. Wil Corcoran, Corcoran 
Consulting Associates, Inc., PO Box 1175, Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896; Brett S. Purvis & 
Associates, Inc., c/o Allison Purvis, 1195 Acton Ridge Road, Acton, ME 04001; Cross Country 
Appraisal Group, LLC, 210 North State Street, Concord, NH 03301; Vincent Appraisal 
Associates LLC, Attn: Richard Vincent, CNHA, 68 Currier Road, Hill, NH 03243; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, 756 Dalton Road, Dalton, NH 03598; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 
Pinnacle Hill Road, New Hampton, NH 03256; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 Nelson 
Common Road; Nelson, NH 03457; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 72, Wilmot, NH 
03287; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 Jefferson Road, Whitefield, NH 03598; Chairman, 
Board of Selectmen, PO Box 265, Warner, NH 03278; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of 
Unity - 13 Center Road #1, Charlestown, NH 03603-7500; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 23 
Edgemont Road; Sunapee, NH 03782-2513; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 1450 Route 123 
North, Stoddard, NH 03464; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 22, Springfield, NH 
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03284; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 3 Hilldale Avenue, South Hampton, NH 03827; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 194, Center Sandwich, NH 03227; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 130 Durand Road, Randolph, NH 03593; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 311 
Pembroke Street, Pembroke, NH 03275; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 Village Green, 
Pelham, NH 03076-3172; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 330 Main Street, Hopkinton, NH 
03229; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 13, Hinsdale, NH 03451; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 18 Depot Hill Road, Henniker, NH 03242; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 15 
Sunapee Street, Newport, NH 03773; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 661 Turnpike Road, New 
Ipswich, NH 03071; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 61, Andover, NH 03216; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 487, Marlborough, NH 03455; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, PO Box 248, Madison, NH 03849; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 25, 
Lincoln, NH 03251; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 125, Landaff, NH 03585; 
Assessing Office - Mr. James Rice, 15 Newmarket Road, Durham, NH 03824; Chairman, Board 
of Selectmen, 230 Lake Street, Bristol, NH 03222; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 11 Main 
Street, Hampstead, NH 03841; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 5, Francestown, NH 
03043; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 88, Bath, NH 03740; and Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 25 Main Street, Lancaster, NH 03584; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 879 NH 
Route 10, Croydon, NH 03773; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 24 Depot Road, East Kingston, 
NH 03827; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 343, Greenville, NH 03048; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 300, Milan, NH 03588-0300; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 1189 Stark Highway, Stark, NH 03582; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 
110, Sullivan, NH 03445; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 84 Chester Street 
Chester, NH 03036; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 4 Epping Street, Raymond, NH 03077; 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 436, Bradford, NH 03221; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 210 Main Street, Danville, NH 03819; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 517, 
Antrim, NH 03440; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 School Street, Unit #101, Bennington, NH 
03442; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 120, Fremont, NH 03044; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 2975 Dartmouth College Highway, N. Haverhill, NH 03774; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 7 Monument Square, Hollis, NH 03049; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 6 Post 
Office Square, Plymouth, NH 03264; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 119, West 
Stewartstown, NH 03597; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, PO Box 366, North Stratford, NH 
03590; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 20 Park Street, Gorham, NH 03581; Chairman, Board of 
Selectmen, 21 Summer Street, Northfield, NH 03276; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 297 
Mayhew Turnpike, Bristol, NH 03222; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 1011 School St., 
Dunbarton, NH 03046; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 125 Main Street, Suite 200, Littleton, 
NH 03561; and Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 7 Halfmoon Pond Road, Washington, NH 
03280. 
 

 
Dated:       _________________________ 
       Anne M. Stelmach, Clerk 


