
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Sanbornton 
 

Docket No.:  21516-05RA 
 

SHOW CAUSE ORDER AND HEARING NOTICE 
 

On February 6, 2006 a petition was filed with the board by Peter Dascoulias and Donna 

Dascoulias (“Lead Petitioners”) pursuant to RSA 71-B:16, IV alleging “many properties were 

unequally or improperly assessed during Sanbornton’s 2005 statistical update.”  In accordance 

with TAX 208.05 (3), the board directed its review appraisers to perform an investigation of the 

assessing practices within the “Town” and of the recent 2005 update and to submit a report.  On 

May 10, 2006, Ms. Cynthia L. Brown, one of the board’s review appraisers, filed her “Initial 

Investigation and Analysis of Assessment Equity for Reassessment Show Cause Hearing” 

(“Report”), which outlined her findings as to the general methodology employed by Vision 

Appraisal Technology (“Vision”) during the 2005 update and the general assessment equity that 

resulted from the 2005 update as indicated in the subsequent assessment-to-sale ratio study 

contained in the Report.  A copy of the Report was submitted to the Town and the Lead 

Petitioners. 

In summary, the Report indicated no overt inconsistencies in neighborhood designations 

and no definitive evidence of selective reappraisal, but did note the lack of analyses supporting 

the base rates for land values and the adjustments of them by the site index, street index, and land 
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use code factors.  The assessment-to-sale ratio study in the Report raised a concern of whether 

the high vacant-land coefficient of dispersion (COD) indicated a problem with the land 

assessment model calibration (Report at 15).  The Report also noted the Town has “plans to 

perform a yearly data review of 25% of the properties along with a sales analysis review to 

ensure proportionality amongst the property classes.”  (Report at 15). 

The petition raised a number of concerns including arbitrary neighborhood delineation, 

significant value fluctuations from the 2003 reassessment, lack of an understandable analysis of 

market data in the Vision manual and lack of explanation by Town officials of the assessment 

methodology employed during the 2005 update. 

Pursuant to TAX 208.05 (a) (5), the board will hold a hearing on Wednesday, July 12, 

2006 at 9:00 a.m. at its offices located at Johnson Hall, Third Floor, State Office Park South, 

107 Pleasant Street, Concord, NH.  At the hearing, the board will receive testimony from the 

petitioners, Town officials, Vision representatives and any Sanbornton taxpayers as to the need 

for a reassessment or any other remedial action.  After considering the evidence received at the 

hearing and the analysis and conclusions of the Report, the board will make findings relative to 

the criteria set forth in RSA 71-B:16-a and issue an order relative to any remedial assessment 

action. 

As provided in TAX 208.05 (a) (5), the Town is ordered to either post copies of this 

Show Cause Order and Hearing Notice in two public places in the municipality or print it in a 

newspaper of general circulation no less than 10 days prior to the hearing date. 
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     SO ORDERED. 

      BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Paul B. Franklin, Chairman 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Michele E. LeBrun, Member 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Douglas S. Ricard, Member 

 

Certification 

 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Show Cause Order and Hearing Notice has this 
date been mailed, postage prepaid to:  Peter G. Dascoulias and Donna J. Dascoulias, 342 Black 
Brook Road, Sanbornton, NH  03269, Lead Petitioners; Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of 
Sanbornton, PO Box 124, Sanbornton, NH  03269; Vision Appraisal Technology, 44 Barefoot 
Road, 2nd Floor, Northborough, MA  01532; and Guy Petell, State of New Hampshire, New 
Hampshire Dept. of Revenue Admin., PO Box 487, Concord, NH 03302, interested parties. 
 

Date: 6/6/06     ____________________________________ 
      Anne M. Stelmach, Clerk 
 

 

 


