
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town of Harrisville Reassessment 
 

Docket No.:  20668-05RA 
 

ORDER 
 

 After submission of the initial investigation report (“Report”) filed on June 1, 2004 by 

one of the board’s review appraisers, Ms. Joan Gootee, the board issued an order dated July 18, 

2005 (“Order”).  The Order summarized a number of concerns raised in the Report as to the 

questionable quality of the 2003 reassessment indicated by the significant increase from the 

coefficient of dispersion (“COD”) calculated by Nyberg, Purvis & Associates, Inc. at the time of 

the reassessment and the subsequent CODs found by the department of revenue administration 

(“DRA”) (2004 Equalization Summary 17.7%) and the Report (21.72%).  The Order instructed 

the Town to respond to that concern and to summarize any “ongoing or planned assessment 

update practices” it may be undertaking.   

 The Town responded in a July 25, 2005 letter without commenting on the concerns raised 

in the Report but indicating the Town has contracted with Avitar Associates of New England, 

Inc. (“Avitar”) for a five year assessing agreement.  The board requested a copy of the contract 

from the DRA and, after review, notes it provides for a five year assessment data review process 

and a complete value update for 2008 with a possible interim update at the option of the Town 

after a review of an annual ratio study performed by Avitar.   
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 The board finds the Town’s prospective assessment plans to be a reasonable remedy to 

address the concerns noted in the Report.  But for the fact that the Town is pursuing an 

assessment plan as outlined in the contract, the board would likely have held a hearing and 

ordered a similar remedy.  Given the fact the Report raises serious questions as to whether the 

models created during the 2003 reassessment are truly reflective of the market, the board expects 

the Town and Avitar to closely examine the annual ratio studies to determine if an interim update 

prior to the Town-wide one in 2008 is appropriate.  The board recognizes there are relatively few 

parcels in the Town, and thus, a small number of sales are available to be analyzed annually in 

any ratio study.  As a consequence, the board encourages Avitar to use sales from several years 

to increase the sample size in performing the annual ratio studies to determine whether an 

interim update is necessary before 2008. 

 In addition to the Town’s assessment plan, the board notes that both the DRA and 50 or 

more taxpayers in the Town always have the ability to petition this board pursuant to RSA 71-

B:16 to order some remedy, such as an interim update, if a need is so determined and the Town 

has not performed one.   

 Instead of retaining jurisdiction over the Town’s reassessment, the board concludes the 

Town’s plans are reasonable and adequate provisions exist in RSA 71-B:16 to bring the issue 

back to the board if warranted.  Consequently, the board closes this docket. 
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      SO ORDERED. 
 
      BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Paul B. Franklin, Chairman 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Michele E. LeBrun, Member 
 
 
      __________________________________                                         
      Albert F. Shamash, Esq., Member 
 
 

Certification 
 
 I hereby certify a copy of the foregoing Order has this date been mailed, postage prepaid, 
to: Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Harrisville, 705 Chesham Road, Harrisville, New 
Hampshire 03450-5529; Avitar Associates of New England, Inc., 150 Suncook Valley Highway,  
Chichester, New Hampshire 03258, Contract Assessing Firm; Nyberg Purvis & Associates, 125 
Savageville Road, Lisbon, New Hampshire 03585, Contract Assessing Firm; and Guy Petell, 
State of New Hampshire, Department of Revenue Administration, 57 Regional Drive, Concord, 
New Hampshire 03302, Interested Party.  
 
 
Date:  August 15, 2005  __________________________________ 
      Anne M. Stelmach, Clerk 
 

 


