Guylene R. and Richard J. Barrett, Sr.

Town of Brentwood
Docket No.: 6476-89

DECISION

The "Taxpayers" appeal, pursuant to RSA 76:16-a, the "Town's" 1989
assessment of $86,750 (land, $22,700; buildings, $64,050) on their real
estate, consisting of a dwelling on a 5.8 acre lot on Deer Hill Road (the
Property). For the reasons stated below, the appeal for abatement is granted.

The Taxpayers have the burden of showing the assessment was
disproportionately high or unlawful, resulting in the Taxpayers paying an
unfair and disproportionate share of taxes. See RSA 76:16-a; Tax 201.04(e); Appeal

of Town of Sunapee, 126 N.H. 214, 217 (1985). We find the Taxpayers carried this

burden and proved disproportionality.
The Taxpayers argued the assessment was excessive because:

(1) they purchased the Property in November, 1989 for $145,000;

(2) the assessed value equalized by the Town's equalization ratio indicates a market
value in excess of $200,000;

(3) the subject Property has no garage, no paved driveway and two unattractive



gravel pits on either side;

(4) the Property's quality is below the $200,000 price range; and

(5) the assessment in 1991, the result of a town-wide revaluation, was $147,200.
The Town explained the assessment history of the Property and feels the

assessment is in line with the assessments of similar Property in Town.
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Board's Rulings

Based on the evidence, we find the correct assessment should be $65,100.
This assessment is ordered because the board finds the 100% value in 1989 to be
$155,000. By applying the equalized ratio of .42, the correct equalized value would
be $65,100.

If the taxes have been paid, the amount paid on the value in excess of
$65,100 shall be refunded with interest at six percent per annum from date paid to
refund date. RSA 76:17-a. The board leaves it to the Town to allocate the land and

building valuations according to their methodology used throughout the Town.
SO ORDERED.

BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS

George Twigg, Ill, Chairman

Paul B. Franklin, Member
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