
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ronald J. Cordova 
 v. 
 Town of Alton 
 
 Docket No. 6380-89 
 
 DECISION 
 

 The "Taxpayer" appeals, pursuant to RSA 76:16-a, the "Town's" 1989 

assessment of $268,300 (land, $198,500, buildings, $69,800) on a single-family 

home on Lake Winnipesaukee (the Property).  For the reasons stated below, the 

appeal for abatement is denied. 

 The Taxpayer failed to appear, but consistent with our rule,  

TAX 102.03(g), the Taxpayer was not defaulted.  This decision is based on the 

evidence presented to the board. 

 The Taxpayer has the burden of showing the assessment was  

disproportionately high or unlawful, resulting in the Taxpayer paying an 

unfair and disproportionate share of taxes.  See RSA 76:16-a; Tax 201.04(e); 

Appeal of Town of Sunapee, 126 N.H. 214, 217 (1985).  We find the Taxpayer 

failed to carry his burden and prove any disproportionality. 

 The Taxpayer argued, in his written appeal, the assessment was 

excessive because: 
 (1) Property was assessed at absolute peak of real estate market. 
 (2) Property is not winterized and winter access is impossible due to 

very steep driveway and slope of land. 
 (3) I bought property in 1972 with 85 feet of waterfront and new 

assessment is based on 144 feet of waterfront. 
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 (4) Two real estate agents in Alton have assured me that the property 

will not sell for anything near the assessed value of $279,100. 
 (5) I have no well and draw water from the lake. 
 (6) I have one dock and I believe I was assessed for two docks. 

 The Town argued the assessment was proper because: 

 (1) comparable sales with the same or similar qualities and problems 

supported the assessment of April 1, 1989; 

 (2) an adjustment of 5 percent was made for the steep driveway; 

 (3) the 144 feet of frontage was an effective front-foot value, not 

the actual front foot.  (The Town's explanation of this calculation is 

attached.); and 

 (4) the Taxpayer was only assessed for one dock. 

 We find the Taxpayer failed to prove his assessment was 

disproportional.  We also find the Town supported the Property's assessment. 

The Taxpayer failed to present any evidence to substantiate his claim of 

overassessment. 
                                            SO ORDERED. 
                                      
August 9, 1991                              BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 
 
 
 
                                                                              
                                              George Twigg, III, Chairman 
 
 
                                                                               
                                               Ignatius MacLellan, Esq. 
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 I certify that copies of the within decision have been mailed this 
date, postage prepaid, to Ronald J. Cordova, the Taxpayer, and to the 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Alton. 
 
 
August 9, 1991                                                                 
                                             Brenda L. Tibbetts, Clerk 
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