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 DECISION 

 A hearing in this appeal was held, as scheduled, on September 13, 1989. 

 The Taxpayers represented themselves.  The Town was represented by Robert S. 

Bristol, Selectman, Roy W. Prince, Selectman, and Darrel Palmer, Selectman. 

 The Taxpayers appeal, pursuant to RSA 76:16-a, the assessment of 

$109,650 (land, $24,900; building, $84,750) placed on their real estate 

located on Rowell Hill, for the 1988 tax year.  The subject property consists 

of a cape-style residence sited on approximately 2.13 acres of land. 

 The Taxpayers stated in their application for abatement of real estate 

tax that they were requesting an abatement for the following reasons: 

 1)  because of inequities in assessments, 

 2)  comparative studies of recent assessment ratios, and 

 3)  the right to fair and equitable assessments. 

 The Taxpayers stated they were appealing for a collective concern rather 

than a concern about their individual property.  Mr. Sargent read from a 

prepared statement, "I cannot personally claim that I am being unfairly 

treated, vis-a-vis my neighbors."  Mr. Sargent observed that the basis for the 
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valuation went back to 1980 and he noted that 2 percent of the taxpayers 

provided 14 percent of the revenues for the Town for the 1988 tax year. 

 The Town responded, acknowledging Mr. Sargent's observations and stated 

that the tax rate was a function of the budgeting process of the Town. 

 The Board finds the Taxpayers presented no evidence of inequitable 

assessment for the subject property.  The Board therefore rules the Taxpayers 

have failed to prove that the assessment is unfair, improper, or inequitable, 

or that it represents a tax in excess of the Taxpayers' just share of the 

common tax burden. 

 The ruling is, therefore: 

 Request for abatement denied. 
                                         SO ORDERED. 
 
                                         BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 
 
 
                                                                            
                                         George Twigg, III, Chairman 
 
 
                                                                            
                                              Peter J. Donahue 
 
 
                                     (concurred, unavailable for signature)  
                                      Raymond J. Damour, Temporary Member 
 
 
 I certify that copies of the within Decision have been mailed this date, 
postage prepaid, to David B. and Anne H. Sargent, the Taxpayers, and to the 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, Town of Sutton. 
 
 
                                                                            
                                            Michele E. LeBrun, Clerk 
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