
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Robert F. Lambert 
 v. 
 Town of Jaffrey 
 
 Docket No. 3232-86 
 

 DECISION 

 A hearing in this appeal was held, as scheduled, on August 9, 1988.  The 

Taxpayer was represented by himself and Lucille Lambert.  The Town was 

represented by Mary E. Pinkham, Staff Appraiser, State of New Hampshire 

Department of Revenue Administration. 

 The Taxpayer appeals, pursuant to RSA 76:16-a, the assessment of $220,400 

(land, $164,700; building, $55,700) placed on his real estate, located on Slade 

Road (Thorndike Pond) for the 1986 tax year.  The subject property consists of 

a residence and garage on approximately 1.5 acres of land with water frontage 

on Thorndike Pond. 

 Neither party challenged the Department of Revenue Administration's 

assessment-sales ratio of 100 percent for the 1986 tax year for the Town of 

Jaffrey.  Based on that ratio, the Taxpayer's assessment equates to a market 

value of $220,400. 

 The Taxpayer argued he questioned the $900 per foot value for the water 

front and also questioned the amount of assessed water frontage.  The Taxpayer 
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also argued he had had the property resurveyed and determined there were 1.5 

acres, not 1.86 acres, as shown on the property assessment record card.  The 

Taxpayer testified he had spoken with the assessor for the Town who stated he 

had adjusted the subject property water frontage to 228 feet, but that it was 

to be taxed at $900 per foot.  The Taxpayer also argued the property was being 

taxed for an artesian well and testified there was a dug well on the subject 

property. 

 The Town argued they had determined the land area from scaling the tax 

map and testified that tax map was poor.  The Town further argued the survey 

was not completed until 1987.  The Town testified they recommended changing the 

frontage on the subject property to 228 feet. 

 The Town also argued the $900 per foot for water frontage was derived 

from sales in the area and further argued the $600 for frontage on other ponds 

was perhaps an underassessment of those properties.  The Town further testified 

that they observed the dug well, not an artesian well, and that the assessment 

for water and sewer should be $3,500. 

 The Board finds the correct water frontage for the subject property is 

228 feet.  The Board's review appraiser determined, after investigation, the 

correct value for water frontage on Thorndike Pond to be $750 per foot.  The 

Board finds this investigation results in the best evidence of value and the 

testimony from both parties that there was a dug well on the subject property 

is clear evidence that is the case. 

 The Board rules the proper assessment for the land is 200 feet x $750 x 

topographic depreciation of 85 percent and undeveloped depreciation of 96 



percent 
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resulting in a base assessment of $122,400.  The Board rules the 28 feet of 

excess frontage is properly assessed at $750 per foot x topographic 

depreciation of 85 percent x excess frontage depreciation of 87 percent and 

undeveloped depreciation of 96 percent for a value of $14,900, and the dug well 

and septic are properly assessed for $3,500. 
 
 The proper assessment for the subject property is: 
 
    Land         $140,800 
    Building     $ 55,700 
    Total        $196,500 

 If the taxes have been paid, the amount paid on the value in excess of 

$196,500 is to be refunded with interest at six percent per annum from date of 

payment to date of refund. 

       SO ORDERED. 

       BOARD OF TAX AND LAND APPEALS 
 
            (Concurred, unavailable for signature.)  
            Anne S. Richmond, Esq., Chairman 
 
               Mr. Twigg did not sit.)         (  
           George Twigg, III, Member 
 
                                                
           Raymond J. Damour, Member 
 
                                                
           Peter J. Donahue, Member 
 
Date:  December 9, 1988 
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 I certify that copies of the within Decision have this date been mailed, 
postage prepaid, to Robert F. Lambert, taxpayer; and the Chairman, Selectmen of 
Jaffrey. 
 
 
 
                                                
         Michele E. LeBrun, Clerk 
 
Date:  December 9, 1988 
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