OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
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MINUTES of October 21, 2009
The October 21, 2009 meeting of the Physical Therapy Governing Board convened at 1:30 p.m. with the following members present:


Laurel Clute, PT, Chair

Greg Woodsum, PT, Acting Chair

Ronald Fuller, PTA

Martha B. Aguiar, Public Member


James H. Bradley, Public Member

Absent:
None

The Board voted to approve the minutes of September 16, 2009, as amended, with a motion from James Bradley and seconded by Martha Aguiar.

PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE

The following physical therapist applications for licensure were approved on a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by Ronald Fuller.

Darin R. Atkinson, PT


Mary E. Carroll, PT


Rebecca T. Cox, PT


Julia S. Henry, PT


Dalia M. Kattan, PT


Parneet Kaur, PT


Melissa A. Oleson, PT


David R. Parkington, PT


Elizabeth D. Schulte, PT


Judith A. Weatherbee, PT


The Board voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and second by Ronald Fuller to require Sara Atkinson to provide proof of having taken 24 hours of continuing education.  Once proof is received in the Board's office the file will be brought back before the Board for review.
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2.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT

The Board voted with a motion from James Bradley and seconded by Martha Aguiar to approve the application for reinstatement of Douglas E. White, PT.

3.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE

The Board voted with a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by Martha Aguiar to approve the application for licensure of Paula J. Kenney, PTA.
4.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATION TO GO FROM CONDITIONAL TO FULL LICNESURE

After reviewing the information submitted the Board voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Greg Woodsum to approve the request of Susan Correia, PT to go from a conditional licensure to full unrestricted licensure.

5.
EXAM REQUEST

The Board reviewed the letter from Bruce Hale outlining his plan to retake the physical therapist examination.  The Board voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Ronald Fuller to approve Mr. Hale's request and make him eligible to retake the national physical therapist examination.

6.
CONTINUING EDUCATION

After consultation with Board counsel the Board noted that RSA 328-F: 19 allows licensees who are members of any reserve component of the armed forces of the United States or the national guard who are called to active duty to be licensed on inactive status.  The licensee may then be reactivated within one year of the licensee's release from active status upon payment of the renewal fee and proof of completion of the most current continuing education requirement unless it is still within the renewal period.  The Board voted with a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by James Bradley to send Brent Meserve, PT an e-mail outlining this requirement so that when he returns from active duty he will be able to reinstate his license.
7.
WAIVER REQUEST

The Board voted with a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by James Bradley to deny Marc Lacroix's request for a waiver of the requirement for the physical therapist signature on the physical therapist assistant's daily notes based on Phy 409.01.  The Board's office will send Marc Lacroix a letter quoting Phy 409.01 which gives an explanation of the physical therapist’s role with regards to co-signing the physical therapist assistant's progress notes.
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ADMINISTRATIVE

8.
RULES:


a.
Laurel Clute signed a letter stating Phy 303.02 is the same in substance as the rules originally filed with the Office of Legislative Services.

b.
The Board's office asked the question based on Phy 303.01(c) and Phy 306.02 does a foreign trained applicant who is submitting transcripts need all levels of education earned outside the US to be evaluated.  After reviewing the rules the Board determined that the only level of education that needs to be evaluated is the relevant level.

c.
The Board voted with a motion from James Bradley and second by Greg Woodsum to have their administrator draft a rule for applicants who are applying for licensure and have been active in another state using the criteria sited in Phy 403.05 "Full Reinstatement of Certain Licenses Lapsed For More Than 70 Days".
9.
Diane Gorham, PT sent the Board an e-mail asking if a PTA can screen for "fit for duty" of staff members at a nursing home who have had an injury or are claiming they cannot work in a certain area because of the heavy lifting.  The Board voted with a motion from James Bradley and seconded by Ronal Fuller to send Ms. Gorham a letter pointing her to Phy 409.02 which addresses the role of the PTA.  Screens are not included in the listing of roles.  The Board determined that screenings include an evaluative component that is beyond the scope of practice of the PTA.
10.
Christine Zimmermann, PTA asked the Board the following questions:

· Do PT and PTAs need 24 hours of continuing education?  The Board's response is "Yes".

· Does this represent an increase for PTAs and a decrease for PTs?  The Board's response is "Yes" but the Board has also added many ways for the continuing education to be earned.

· Is a PT the only one allowed to complete the D/C summary?  The Board's response is "Yes" but the PTA can provide input.
· Does the reference to therapist in the practice act mean "Physical Therapist and not Physical Therapist Assistant?  The Board's response is "Yes".

· How does the Board regard treating a pt. more than 25 days with no significant progress when their payer source is a private insurance company versus Medicare A, B, or C.  The Board's response is to refer her to RSA 328-A: 9 which describes when a physical therapist must refer a patient.
11.
Ann Greiner, PT, Nancy Peatman, PT, and Olga McSorley, PT from Franklin Pierce University submitted a letter requesting the Board reconsider the proposed changes to the New Hampshire physical therapist Rules and Regulations, specifically the change regarding contact hours for clinical supervision of PT and PTA students.  The Board voted with a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by James Bradley to send the physical therapist's from Franklin Pierce a letter stating that the Board recognizes as maintenance of continuing competence a licensee's supervision of physical therapist or physical therapist assistant students during their clinical education when the licensee acts as the primary clinical instructor.
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12.
Coursework Tool for PTAs - The Board reviewed the Federation of State Board's of Physical Therapy's Coursework Tool which evaluate the education of foreign educated physical therapist assistants.  The Board voted with a motion from Greg Woodsum and seconded by James Bradley to have the Board's administrator draft a rule which would allow for the use of this tool in evaluating the credentials of foreign trained physical therapist assistants.
13.
The Board reviewed the material submitted regarding the use of a Jurisprudence Examination.  One piece of information was a report of how the Federation of State Physical Therapy Governing Board's administers a jurisprudence examination and the fees associated.  The Board's wishes to ask the Federation the question "Could the exam given by them be an open book examination?"  Once the Board's office has this information it will be brought back before the Board for further discussion.
14
Informational

a.
Lake Superior College - Online refresher course for physical therapist assistants.


b.
International Consultants of Delaware - Credentials Evaluation Services.

ADJOURN: on motion by Greg Woodsum with a second by Ronald Fuller, the motion to adjourn at 4:25 p.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator

Laurel Clute, PT Chair





at meeting dated

10/21/09
Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion of James Bradley with a second by Ronald Fuller, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion of Greg Woodsum with a second by Ronald Fuller, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

