OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
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MINUTES of May 19, 2014
The May 19, 2014 meeting of the Occupational Therapy Governing Board convened at 10:00 a.m. with the following members present:


Wendi Guillette, OT, Chair

Maris Wofsy, OT


Dwayne Oothoudt, OTA

Barbara Richardson, Public Member
Absent: 
None

The Board voted to approve the minutes of April 21, 2014, as amended, on a motion from Maris Wofsy with a second by Barbara Richardson.
PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANT APPLICATION FOR LICENSRE

The Board approved the following occupational therapy assistant application for licensure on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Maris Wofsy:


Kimberly A. Parnami, OTA
2.
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM

The Board ratified the approval of the following occupational therapist applications for licensure on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Maris Wofsy:

Nicole C. Adam, OT


Christina F. Brackett, OT


Sabrina L. Cote, OT


Kristen J. Gawrys, OT


Vanessa K. Lau, OT


Lisa M. Lewton, OT


Megan E. Murnane, OT


Kerrin E. Oleary, OT


Amber M. Peel, OT


Melissa J. Peterson, OT
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3.
REQUEST FOR PAM CERTIFICATION

The Board ratified the approval the follow request for PAM certification on a motion from Maris Wofsy with a second by Barbara Richardson:


Martha J. Haley, OT


The Board approved the follow request for PAM certification on a motion from Maris Wofsy with a second by Barbara Richardson:

Rebecca L. Ungar, OT
4.
CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDITS

a.
The Board voted on a motion from Dwayne Oothoudt with a second by Maris Wofsy to accept the following Occupational Therapist submissions as successfully completing the continuing education audit:



Maria Galea-Bernhardt, OT


Elyse Gallo, OT



Lori Gilbert, OT
5.
CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDITS – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

a.
Occupational Therapy Assistant


The Board reviewed the additional information submitted and voted on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Dwayne Oothoudt to accept the following Occupational Therapy assistant submission as successfully completing the continuing education audit:



Amy Demers, OTA



The Board reviewed the additional information submitted by Melinda J. Berrouard, OTA and noted that she submitted evidence of an additional 3 hour course titled “Neuro-Rehab – Module 5: Visual Disorders” taken on April 29, 2014.  The Board voted on a motion from Dwayne Oothoudt with a second by Barbara Richardson to accept this course with reservation as completion of her continuing education requirements for the biennium ending December 31, 2013.  The Board will further inform Ms. Berrouard that if she cannot complete continuing education within the required time frame she must ask the Board for an extension and describe why she could not have completed the continuing education within the proper time frame.  Ms. Berrouard cannot use this course towards her 2015 requirements.

b.
Occupational Therapists


The Board reviewed the additional information submitted and voted on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Dwayne Oothoudt to accept the following Occupational Therapist submissions as successfully completing the continuing education audit:
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Tracey M. Bradford, OT



Christine L. Cullenberg, OT



John Goodwin, OT



Cindy L. Hamilton, OT



Douglas R. Hillman, OT



Elsa G. Naylor, OT



Elyssa Pickowicz, OT



Amanda L. Winch, OT



The Board reviewed the additional information submitted by Elizabeth B. Johnson, OT and noted that she submitted evidence of an additional 1 hour of continuing education course titled “Nurtured Heart Approach” taken on January 20, 2014.  The Board voted on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Maris Wofsy to accept this course with reservation as completion of her continuing education requirements for the biennium ending December 31, 2013.  The Board will further inform Ms. Johnson that if she cannot complete continuing education within the required time frame she must ask the Board for an extension and describe why she could not have completed the continuing education within the proper time frame.  Ms. Johnson cannot use this course towards her 2015 requirements.



The Board reviewed the additional information submitted by Cynthia L. Kelly, OT and noted that she submitted evidence of an additional 2 hours of continuing education for supervision of a level II student between January 6, 2014 and March 28, 2014.  The Board voted on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Maris Wofsy to accept the supervision hours completion of her continuing education requirements for the biennium ending December 31, 2013.  The Board will further inform Ms. Kelly that if she cannot complete continuing education within the required time frame she must ask the Board for an extension and describe why she could not have completed the continuing education within the proper time frame.  Ms. Kelly cannot use the supervision hours towards her 2015 requirements.

ADMINISTRATIVE

6.
Roman Tetelbaum, OT from the State of New York sent the Board a letter requesting information on how a practicing therapist can obtain this certification without the availability of appropriate courses throughout the State.  Mr. Tetelbaum further requested that the Board provide a listing of available opportunities to meet the legal requirement or suspend the rule until such opportunities become available.  The Board voted on a motion from Dwayne Oothoudt with a second by Maris Wofsy to respond to Mr. Tetelbuam stating that Occ 305 describes all the requirements for the certification and use of physical agent modalities.  Specifically, 305.04 states that applicants not currently licensed in this State as an occupational therapist must become licensed and show either that they hold a currently valid certificate issued by the Hand Therapy Certification Commission or complete the professional education required by Occ 305.05.  The Board will also point out that Occ 305.06 describes the methods for obtaining required professional education and that this rule does not state that only courses taken in New Hampshire qualify.  The Boards charge is to protect the public and based on this charge cannot suspend the rule requiring a PAM certificate for those Occupational Therapists who wish to perform physical agent modalities.
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ADJOURN: on motion by Barbara Richardson with a second by Dwayne Oothoudt, the motion to adjourn at 12:05 a.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator

Wendi Guillette, OT, Chair





         at meeting dated
5/19/14
Motion to commence non-public session:

Upon a motion Barbara Richardson with a second by Dwayne Oothoudt, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion Dwayne Oothoudt with a second by Maris Wofsy, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

