OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Physical Therapy Governing Board
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MINUTES of May 18, 2011
The May 18, 2011 meeting of the Physical Therapy Governing Board convened at 1:34 p.m. with the following members present:


Ronald Fuller, PTA, Chair


Laurel Clute, PT


Nicole Lavoie, PT

Martha B. Aguiar, Public Member

Absent:
None

The Board voted to approve the minutes of April 20, 2011, as amended, with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie.

PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE

The following physical therapist applications for licensure were approved on a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie.

Jacqueline M. Behenna, PT


Terisa L. Chocklett, PT


Morgan A. Corso, PT


Christopher M. Forbes, PT - Ronald Fuller recused

Ronald W. Holbrook, PT


Kira Y. Olson, PT


Marie R. Reardon, PT


Brian D. Rutherford, PT


Meghan M. Sirois, PT


George Sparrow, PT


Megan E. Tepper, PT

2.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT

The following physical therapist application for reinstatement of licensure was approved on a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie.


Mary L. Greathead, PT
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3.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE

The following physical therapist assistant application for licensure was approved with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie.


Steven D. Goostree, PTA
4.
REQUEST FOR ACCOMIDATIONS

The following applicants for physical therapist and physical therapist assistant was approved for accommodations at their national examination with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie.


Amanda M. Castellucci, PTA


Eric R. Marshall, PT

5.
CEU AUDITS

The Board reviewed the continuing education audit material submitted by Thea V. Crawford, PT and voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Laurel Clute to send Ms. Crawford a letter requesting additional information regarding the continuing education documentation submitted and explained to her that in accordance with the Administrative Rules a licensee is only allowed to use 8 continuing education hours derived from in-service in a biennium.

The Board reviewed the additional material submitted by Daniel W. Loskutoff, PT and voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie to accept the submission of this material and send Mr. Loskutoff a letter informing him that he has satisfied the requirements for continuing education for the biennium ending December 31, 2010.

ADMINISTRATIVE

6.
Christopher M. Forbes, PT met with the Board to discuss his application for initial licensure and the fact that one Board member was required to be recused from voting, which caused his application for initial licensure to be tabled until the May, 28, 2011 meeting.  The Board explained the circumstances in which a Board member must recuse him/herself and the Code of Ethics all Board members must abide by when making decisions regarding any matter that was brought before the Board.  Based on this conversation the Board decided to add a statement to the cover letter in which they inform applicants for licensure that there may be a circumstance that would require a Board member to recuse him/herself from voting which could delay a decision on an application and to include examples of when this could happen.
7.
RULES

a)
The Board reviewed proposed changes to their administrative rules and voted with a motion from Martha Aguiar and seconded by Nicole Lavoie to have the Board review the submission between now and the June 15, 2011 Board meeting at which time they will discuss the various findings of their review.
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8.
The Board reviewed an e-mail submitted by Melissa Muzrall, PT in which she asked the question "Can PTAs do a screen of patient?" which she described as hands-off visual assessment and chart review and that the end result of the screen either triggers an Initial Evaluation or explanation of why PT intervention is not required.  The Board voted with a motion from Nicole Lavoie and seconded by Martha Aguiar to respond to Ms. Muzrall's e-mail stating that PTA's can not do screens because there is an evaluation component associated with them.
9.
The Board reviewed an e-mail from Jennifer Rosene, PT with regards to Phy 409.01(8) which states:



"Attest to his or her supervision of the physical therapist assistant by co-signing during each client re-evaluation the physical therapist assistant's client care progress notes, or, if the progress notes are electronic, stating on the electronic record that he or she has reviewed the approved such progress notes;"


Ms. Rosene asked the Board for definition of re-evaluations and progress notes.  After reviewing the rules the Board determined that there needs to be a change in this rule to clarify the intent of the rule.  The Board then voted with a motion from Nicole Lavoie and seconded by Laurel Clute to reply to Ms. Rosene's e-mail stating that the rule means that a physical therapist signature on a 60 day re-evaluation or discharge summary indicates review and approval of all previous physical therapist assistant notes.  This signature can be manual or electronic.  The Board will further inform Ms. Rosene that they will be seeking a rule change to this effect.
10.
The Board informed Mr. Wooten that they could not answer his question "Is "Nutrition Counseling" within the scope of practice of a physical therapist?" without further information.  Mr. Wooten has not provided that information to the Board so they are not able to respond to his question at this time.
11.
Laurel Clute gave the Board an update regarding the practice of animal physical therapy and the recent change to the law.  The law to allow physical therapists to practice on animals was taken out of the Physical Therapy Practice Act and put in the Veterinary Practice Act.  This will allow physical therapist to obtain certification for the Board of Veterinary Medicine.  This change does not preclude the Board from taking action against a licensee who violates any rules associated with this certification.

12.
The Board reviewed a letter from Representative Carol M. McGuire, Chair of the Executive Department and Administration Committee.  The letter requests that the Board identify any rules that rely on the statutory authority given under RSA 328-A:4, VII.  The Board's Administrator will review the rules and make a determination of the rules, if any, that rely on this statutory authority and give the Board a report at their June meeting.  The Board's Administrator will also draft a letter to Representative McGuire outlining the findings.
Physical Therapy Governing Board

May 18, 2011

Page 4
ADJOURN: on motion by Martha Aguiar with a second by Nicole Lavoie, the motion to adjourn at 3:45 p.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator

Ronald Fuller, PTA Chair





at meeting dated

05/18/11
Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion of Martha Aguiar with a second by Laurel Clute, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion of Martha Aguiar with a second by Nicole Lavoie, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

