OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Physical Therapy Governing Board
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MINUTES of May 15, 2013
The May 15, 2013 meeting of the Physical Therapy Governing Board convened at 1:30 p.m. with the following members present:


Ronald Fuller, PTA, Chair

Nicole Lavoie, PT

Robert Brunton, PT


Martha Aguiar, Public Member
Absent:
Lea Bruch, Public Member

The Board voted to approve the minutes of April 17, 2013, as amended, on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Nicole Lavoie.

PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE

The Board approved the following physical therapist application for licensure on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Robert Brunton:


Lisa M. Tarabocchia, PT

Lauren E. Youngs - The Board reviewed the application for renewal of Lauren E. Youngs and noted that she has been out of practice since July 20, 2011.  Ms. Youngs had practiced for 8 years without interruption and was out of the practice for 2 years.  The Board voted on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Robert Brunton to issue a conditional license.  Supervision will be required under general supervision for the duration stipulated in Phy 408.04(c).
2.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSURE APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM

The Board ratified the approval of the following physical therapist applications for initial licensure on a motion from Robert Brunton with a second by Nicole Lavoie:

Jeanne T. Callahan, PT


Sean M. Carpenter, PT


Matthew W. Geary, PT


Felicia M. Gilcris, PT
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Stephanie L. Hayes, PT


Steven J. Mann, PT


Christopher C. Marean, PT


Jennifer R. McMaugh, PT


Matthew D. Modelane, PT


Sandra L. Montminy, PT


Kelsea L. Moses, PT


Jake A. Motha, PT


Danielle B. O’Connell, PT


Heather A. Patterson, PT


Elisa C. Sebastyan, PT


Gerald A. Tilley, PT


Devin M. Zylak, PT

3.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM

The Board ratified the approval of the following physical therapist applications for reinstatement of licensure on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Nicole Lavoie:

Ruth T. Fleming, PT


Kelly S. Hebert-Ruggio, PT


Katie E. Leiser, PT

4.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT APPROVED UNDER THE FAST TRACK PROGRAM.


The Board ratified the approval of the following physical therapist assistant applications for reinstatement on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Robert Brunton:

Brooke Knickles, PTA


Brian D. Rhuland, PTA

5.
PHYSICAL THERAPIST APPLICATION TO GO FROM CONDITIONAL LICENSURE TO FULL LICENSURE

The Board approved the following physical therapist application to go from conditional licensure to full licensure on a motion from Nicole Lavoie with a second by Robert Brunton:


Catherine A. Walsh, PT
6.
CONTINUING EDUCATION AUDIT

The Board voted on a motion from Robert Brunton with a second by Nicole Lavoie to approve the continuing education audit report for the following Physical Therapist:


Tammy L. Nash, PT
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ADMINISTRATIVE

7.
Rules:


a.
The Board will hold a public hearing on proposed rules changes to Phy 304.02, Phy 304.04, Phy 304.05, and Phy 305.01 at the June 19, 2013 meeting.


b.
The Board will hold a public hearing on proposed rules changes to Phy 402.01, Phy 402.02, Phy 402.04, Phy 402.08, Phy 402.09, Phy 403.04, Phy 403.05, Phy 403.06, Phy 403.08, Phy 403.09, Phy 404.03, Phy 404.04, Phy 408.03, and Phy 408.04 at the June 19, 2013 meeting.


Law:


a.
HB 234 – relative to occupational and professional boards and commissions procedures concerning military service and occupational experience or training.  Amendments made to this bill.  Senate Hearing held on May 1st at 9:30 am, retained in committee.

b.
HB 556 – establishing a committee to study the resolution of barriers to the use of telehealth technology in New Hampshire.  Passed both House and Senate.

8.
Krystal Hart – Ms. Hart asked the question: Is it considered to be within the scope of licensure for a PT, DPT, NPT or MSPT to Rx DME (specifically electrotherapy, TENS and Mstim) and/or orthotics for home use without having an MD sign off on the orders?  On a motion from Nicole Lavoie with a second by Martha Aguiar the Board voted to send the letter with amendment stating “The Board determined that it is within the scope of practice for a physical therapist to evaluate and treat a patient without a referral.  With that said, a physical therapist can recommend but not prescribe the use of the durable medical equipment.”
9.
Laura Selmer, PTA – Ms. Selmer asked the question: PTA/Myofascial release practitioners working independently, what are the rules?  The Board voted on a motion from Robert Brunton with a second by Martha Aguiar to have their Administrator draft a letter stating that if she wishes to perform Myofascial Release while licensed as a physical therapist assistant she must abide by the Board’s rules and be supervised by a physical therapist.  If someone wishes to practice Myofacial release without holding a physical therapy license and practice independently they must be a licensed Massage Therapist or practicing under another license that allows this activity under it’s scope of practice.
10.
Erin Reusch, PT – Ms. Reusch asked a question regarding physical therapists authority to clear/release a player to return to sport/play post concussion.  An e-mail had been sent to Ms. Reusch asking for additional information with regards to her question.  No response was received from Ms. Reusch.  The Board voted on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second from Nicole Lavoie to send an e-mail to Ms. Reusch stating that “No, a Physical Therapist can not clear a player for return to play when the player has been diagnosed with a concussion.”
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11.
David Quint, PT – Mr. Quint stated that “My understanding is that, since any tasks legally completed or directed by an Aide do not constitute physical therapy such tasks could not be billed as physical therapy under any circumstances.”  Mr. Quint goes on to describe situations that he believes to be occurring in other practices.  The Board voted on a motion from Robert Brunton with a second from Nicole Lavoie to respond to Mr. Quint by stating that “Yes his understanding is correct” and that if he wants the Board to act on a specific incident(s) he must submit a formal complaint.  The Board will also inform Mr. Quint that RSA 328-F:25 I and II describes his obligation to report any act by a licensee that appears to constitute misconduct.
12.
Money saving initiatives are paying off:


a.
Copying – The Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals has reduced the cost of paper considerably.  Between January 1st and April 30th only 48 reams (4 cases) of paper were purchased.  Previously 108 reams (9 cases) were being purchased every three months.

b.
Postage – The Board reviewed the cost of postage for each month between July, 2012 and April 2013.  It was noted that since instituting certain procedures, beginning in March, to reduce the amount of information mailed and average of 325 dollars has been saved each month.  A chart of FY 2013 and FY 2014 will be kept to ensure that the Office is moving in the right direction.

c.
Budget is looking good – The office is not anticipating the need to transfer money from one account to another but if it is needed there was $5,999.08 in class 020 at the end of April 30, 2013.

13.
Consolidation:


a.
The Board’s Administrator provided the Board with information outlining a meeting held on April 24, 2013 with Jean Barnes and Mary Belecz.  At this meeting Board Chair’s and Administrators were provided the opportunity to view the floor plans of the Philbrook Building and ask questions.  Wendi Guilette , OT Board Chair and Maureen Heckman, SLP Board Chair attended the meeting with Tina Kelley, Administrator.  The full Board agrees with the main concern with regards to confidentiality.


b.
On May 7, 2013 Jean Barnes provided a copy of the floor plans.  The Board reviewed these plans and noted that their Administrator and Staff were located in a large room.  This room contains 14 support staff and 2 administrators.  They further noted that there are 2 offices dedicated to retired, part time employees coming from Health and Human Services, 5 offices are dedicated to files, and at least 3 offices dedicated to secretarial staff.  The Board finds this unacceptable and will request a meeting with Mary Belecz to address their concerns.


c.
The Board reviewed a draft letter to be sent to Governor and Counsel with regards to the floor plan.  This letter will be sent if no progress can be made with Mary Belecz.


d.
The Board reviewed the dates provided by Mary Belecz with regards to the move to the Philbrook Building.  The dates provided were November 11th through the 15th.  The Respiratory Care Practitioners Governing Board meets that week.  Information will be brought to their next Board meeting so that they can change the date of their meeting.
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14.
Dry Needling – The Board reviewed numerous documents describing dry needling, various techniques, and the educational requirements.  The Board made the following determination on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Robert Brunton; It is this Boards opinion that it is not within the scope of practice for a physical therapist assistant to perform dry needling.  This opinion will be posted on the Board’s web site under “Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)”.
15.
The Board reviewed a question submitted by their Administrator; if an individual has a criminal offender record report done by finger print, is it necessary for them to show that they listed all names?  The Board voted on a motion from Martha Aguiar with a second by Nicole Lavoie to accept a fingerprint report which does not list all aliases.

ADJOURN: on a motion by Robert Brunton with a second by Martha Aguiar, the motion to adjourn at 3:55 p.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator

Ronald Fuller, PTA, Chair




at meeting dated

05/15/13
Motion to commence non-public session:

On motion of Robert Brunton with a second by Nicole Lavoie, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion of Robert Brunton with a second by Martha Aguiar, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

