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MINUTES of March 10, 2011
The March 10, 2011 meeting of the Board of Directors of the Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals convened at 8:45 A.M. with the following members present:

Robert Fishwick, RCP, President


Roberta Ann Daw, OTA

Robert Dupont, RT

Laura Darling, SLP for Debra Kaufman, SLP

Absent:
Kerri Lafond, AT

Ronald Fuller, PTA

____________________________________________________________________________


The Board voted to approve the minutes of December 9, 2010, as amended, with a motion from Robert DuPont, RT and seconded by Roberta Ann Daw, OTA.

PUBLIC MINUTES

1.
Laws:


a.
HB 446 - Repealing the authority for regulation of certain professional occupations.  The Bill is attempting to eliminate licensing of the Athletic Trainers Governing Board and the Recreational Therapy Governing Board.  The Administrator of the Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals will continue to track this bill.


b.
HB 452 - Establishing the independent regulation of dental hygienists.  The Board's Administrator reported that this bill was voted "Inexpedient to Legislate".


c.
HB 624 - Relative to the rulemaking authority of state agencies to establish or increase fees and costs. The Board voted with a motion from Roberta Ann Daw, OTA and seconded by Laura Darling, SLP to have Robert Fishwick, RCP, Robert Dupont, RT or Tina Kelley testify on the Board's behalf with regards to this bill.

d.
HB 630 - requiring state agencies, boards, and commissions to submit a report to the senate and house finance committees concerning the need for fee increases or new fees.  The Administrator of the Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals will continue to track this bill.
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e.
The Board was given an update with regards to the proposed law changes discussed at the December 9, 2010 meeting.  The decision was made to hold off filing the proposed changes for this legislative session.  The Board will discuss submitting for next year at a later date.

2.
The Board was given a copy of the Governors proposed budget with regards to the Office of Licensed Allied Health Professionals.  Jean Barns further reported to the Board that there would be no special hearing related the Board's budgets as there has been in the past.  She further reported that there would be a hearing on the total budget on March 10, 2011 and that none of the Governor's reductions would be restored to the Board's budgets.
3.
The Board was given an update on the various office projects currently being worked on.
4.
Cost cutting measure for Board consideration:


At the end of each licensing period the Board's staff sends out lapsed list to all hospitals, schools, and various health care facilities in the State.  I am proposing that we cease doing this.  There are approximately 759 facilities that we provide this list to.  The Board's staff started providing this service before there was a place where facilities could go on-line and check the status of a license.


Part of this proposal would be to send a one time letter to all the facilities informing them that we will not longer provide this service and explain to them how to verify the status of a license.


The Board voted with a motion from Roberta Ann Daw, OTA and seconded by Robert Dupont, RT to implement this cost saving plan.

5.
The Board voted with a motion from Roberta Ann Daw, OTA and seconded by Robert Dupont, RT to hold the next Board of Directors meeting on June 9, 2011.

ADJOURN:  On motion by Roberta Ann Daw, OTA with a second by Robert Dupont, RT the motion to adjourn at 9:12 a.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator.
Robert Fishwick, President
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