OFFICE OF LICENSED ALLIED HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
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MINUTES of July 30, 2012
The July 30, 2012 meeting of the Occupational Therapy Governing Board convened at 10:00 a.m. with the following members present:


Roberta Anne Daw, OTA, Chair


Wendi Guillette, OT


Maris Wofsy, OT

Barbara Richardson, Public Member

Rod Chronister, MD

Absent: 
None

The Board voted to approve the minutes of June 25, 2012 on a motion from Wendi Guillette with a second by Maris Wofsy.
PUBLIC MINUTES

QUALIFICATION AND LICENSURE

1.
Occupational Therapist ApplicationS for licensure

The following applications for Occupational Therapist licensure were approved on a motion from Maris Wofsy with a second by Wendi Guillette:

David Byrne, OT


Christelle Gonzales, OT


Amanda R Hansell, OT


Katina Lawdis, OT


Peggy P. Leung, OT

2.
Occupational Therapist ApplicationS for REINSTATEMENT


The following applications for Occupational Therapist licensure reinstatement were approved on a motion from Rod Chronister with a second by Maris Wofsy:


Heather E. Dorgan, OT

Christine A. Roberts, OT
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The Board reviewed the application for Occupational Therapist licensure reinstatement of Cheryl E. McGuire, OT.  On a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second from Wendi Guillette the Board voted to approve her application.  Under the same motion the Board voted to send Ms. McGuire a letter informing her that pursuant to the information contained in her file the licensure would be issued to Cheryl E. McGuire and if there were any change in this name she would need to provide the legal documentation showing such change.

3.
Occupational Therapy ASSISTANT ApplicationS for licensure

The following application for Occupational Therapy Assistant licensure was approved on a motion from Maris Wofsy with a second by Rod Chronister:


Douglas J. Cooper, OTA


Kathlyn A. Laurie, OTA

4.
Occupational TherapY ASSISTANT Application for REINSTATMENT


On a motion from Wendi Guillette with a second by Barbara Richardson the following application for Occupational Therapy Assistant licensure reinstatement was approved for conditional licensure pursuant to Occ 304.01.

Mary E. Capuano-Yates, OTA
5.
PAMS CERTIFICATION

The following applications for PAM's certification were approved on a motion from Barbara Richardson with a second by Maris Wofsy:


Thomas H.D. MacKenzie, OT


Amanda C. Milose, OT


Sarah E. Poitras, OT

ADMINISTRATIVE

6.
Rules:


a.
Proposed rules changes to Occ 305.09 and Occ 305.11 are scheduled to go before the Joint Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules.


b.
The Board reviewed many rules from various states regarding continuing education and definitions of clinical v. non-clinical.  The Board directed their Administrator to draft rule changes with regards to the audit, teaching of courses, and the definition of clinical.
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Laws:  The Board’s Administrator will continue to monitor the following legislation.

a.
HB 1265 – Relative to criteria for the government regulation of occupations and professions.  This bill would create a committee to study and determine the appropriate level of regulation for each occupation.  This bill establishes criteria for the regulation of occupations and professions by boards and commissions as authorized by law, and provides that an individual may engage in a legal occupation without being subject to laws that regulate the occupation or profession which are arbitrary, unnecessary, or substantially burdensome.  Interim Study Subcommittee Work Sessions were held June 15th and the 22nd of 2012.  The Subcommittee made a list of professions that did not need licensure.  No health care related professions were on this preliminary list.


b.
HB 1338 – Relative to failure to renew a professional or occupational license.  This bill provides that the failure to complete a renewal of a professional or occupational license issued by a state board, commission, or agency shall not require re-licensure.  Executive session held February 13, 2012.  Interim Study Subcommittee Work Sessions were held June 15th and the 22nd of 2012.  The Subcommittee made a list of professions that did not need licensure.  No health care related professions were on this preliminary list.

7.
The Board reviewed a proposal to have their Administrator approve applications for licensure that are straight forward.  This would be considered a “Fast Tract Approval” and would only pertain to those applications with no question related to any item submitted.  This would help to streamline the process.  The proposal will be brought to the Board of Directors at their meeting scheduled for September 13, 2012.

Thoughts:



6 month pilot program



Board review of files after licensure



Board review of letters of reference, etc. before approval


Clear procedure to be written

The OT Board would continue to approve all applications for PAM’s certification.

8.
The Board reviewed requiring an e-mail address for all licensees.  By doing this all Board’s could begin to send notifications of missing documentation and mass mailing to licensees by e-mail.  This would be a cost saving measure and speed up the process of licensing for many applicants.  This will be brought to the Board of Directors at their meeting scheduled for September 13, 2012.

· E-mail addresses should be kept confidential

· Before they are used for a large scale notification there needs to be a determination if everyone has one.

· The Board feels there should there be a question on that application: “Do you wish to be notified by e-mail or regular mail?”
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9.
The Board reviewed an e-mail from Lisa M. Campo, Manager, Market Intelligence & Strategy regarding telehealth services.  The Board noted that this question has been answered in the past.  Anyone who provides Occupational Therapy to clients in the State of New Hampshire must be licensed by the New Hampshire Board of Occupational Therapy.

ADJOURN: on motion by Maris Wofsy with a second by Barbara Richardson, the motion to adjourn at 11:55 a.m. carried in the affirmative.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Tina M. Kelley, Board Administrator

Roberta Anne Daw, OTA, Chair





         at meeting dated

07/30/12
Motion to commence non-public session:

Upon a motion of Barbara Richardson with a second by Wendi Guillette, the Board voted to conduct a non-public session for the purpose of discussing investigations of alleged licensee misconduct and noting that such a non-public session is authorized by RSA 91-A: 3, II (c), RSA 91-A: 3, II (e), RSA 91-A: 5, IV, Lodge v. Knowlton, 119 N.H. 574 (1978), and the Board's executive and deliberative privileges.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.
NON-PUBLIC SESSION:


[Minutes kept separately]

Motion to keep minutes of non-public session confidential:

Upon the motion of Barbara Richardson with a second by Wendi Guillette, the Board voted to withhold the minutes of the preceding non-public session from public disclosure pursuant to RSA 91-A: 3, III on the grounds that public disclosure would be likely to affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a Board member and to render the proposed action ineffective.  Each member recorded his or her vote on the motion, which passed by the unanimous vote of all members present.

