
       June 10, 2009 
 
  
  
Dear NH Agricultural Organization: 
 
Enclosed is an announcement and request for proposals for a new grant program: The New Hampshire Specialty 
Crop Grant Program.  We are offering this program with federal funding from the USDA Specialty Crop Block 
Grant program (SCBG).  To meet the federal SCBG program criteria, we must select projects that we would like to 
fund BEFORE we submit our state application for funding. 
 
A total of $176,000 is available for project grants under the NH Specialty Crop Grant Program.  Program and ap-
plication criteria are enclosed.  All projects must enhance New Hampshire specialty crops as defined within. All 
reasonable funding requests that meet program criteria will be considered.  This is a competitive process and all 
eligible applications will be reviewed by a selection committee.  Successful projects will be put forward to USDA 
as part of the New Hampshire state application. 
 
Please contact me at 271-3788 or gmcwilliam@agr.state.nh.us with any questions regarding the program.  Thanks! 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
  
  
       Gail McWilliam Jellie, Director 
       Division of Agricultural Development  

 Division of Agricultural Development  PO Box 2042 Concord NH 03302-2042    603-271-3788 

Lorraine S. Merrill 
Commissioner 



June 10, 2009 

New Hampshire Specialty Crop Grant Program 
Request for Proposals 

 
 Purpose: The New Hampshire Department of Agriculture, Markets & Food (NHDAMF) is eligible to receive funding from 

the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) under the 2009 Spe-
cialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP). The NHDAMF wishes to offer eligible New Hampshire organizations 
the opportunity to apply for a portion of these funds under the New Hampshire Specialty Crops Grant Program 
to conduct projects that benefit NH Specialty Crops. Specialty Crops are defined as: fruit, vegetable, nursery, flori-
culture, herb, maple, Christmas tree and honey crops. For a complete list of eligible and ineligible crops visit the 
USDA AMS website at http://tinyurl.com/d3dnps . 

 

  Grant projects may focus in the following areas to benefit NH Specialty Crops, but are not restricted to these areas 
exclusively: 

 

 Food Safety 

 Pest and disease prevention, control and eradication 

 Research and Development 

 Industry Promotion 
Technology and Innovation 
 

 Funds: All reasonable proposals with appropriate documentation will be considered. Selection is a competitive process 
based on the merits of the application and support materials.  No match is required by the recipient, but in-kind or 
other services will enhance the application. 

 

 Selected applications will be included in the New Hampshire application package for the 2009 SCBGP funds. Ap-
plicants that are selected to be part of the New Hampshire state application will be notified prior to the submission 
of the application to USDA. Award notification from USDA is expected in October of 2009. 

 

 Eligibility: Only New Hampshire organizations, agencies and associations may apply for funding, individual business activi-
ties are not eligible. 

 

  Grants are not available to offset the grantee’s normal operating expenses.  Funding is not available for political 
support purposes or memberships in professional societies or trade organizations.  Grant funds may not be used for 
programs the applicant is already funding.  Funds may not be used for construction purposes. 

 
  Preference will be given to those proposals that appear to give the broadest benefit to the New Hampshire Spe-

cialty Crop industry.  Projects must be completed within three years from award 
 

 Accounting: Applicants shall maintain an accurate record of expenditures incurred and shall submit, upon completion of the 
project the following: 

 

 Full financial statement summarizing expenditures 

 Copies of all paid invoices with copy of canceled checks attached 

 A report on the project and its results in terms of objectives stated 
 Copies of material produced, when feasible 
 

 To apply: All applications must be submitted by July 24, 2009 (postmarked) in the following format: 
 

Project Title and Abstract 
Include the title of the project and an abstract of 200 words or less.  
 

Project Purpose 
Clearly state the purpose of the project. The purpose should include the specific issue, problem, interest, or  need to 
be addressed and why the project is important and timely.  
 

If the project is a marketing program, describe how you will ensure that funding is being used to solely enhance the 
competitiveness of eligible specialty crops. 
 

Indicate if the project will be or has been submitted to or funded by another Federal or State grant program.  
 

Potential Impact  
Discuss the number of people or operations affected.  
The intended beneficiaries of the project.  



The potential economic impact if such data are available and relevant to the project 
 

Expected Measurable Outcomes  
For the project, describe at least one distinct, quantifiable, and measurable outcome that directly and meaningfully 
supports the projects purpose. The outcome-oriented objective must define an event or condition that is external to 
the project and that is of direct importance to the intended beneficiaries and/or the public.  
 

Provide a timeframe when outcome measures will be achieved. Outcome oriented objectives may be long term that 
exceed the grant period.  
 

Describe how the project outcome will be measured. Describe the plan that will be used to show performance im-
provements. Include a performance-monitoring plan to describe the process of collecting and analyzing data to 
meet the outcome-oriented objectives.  
 

Work Plan  
Explain briefly the activities that will be performed to accomplish the objectives of the project.  
Indicate who will do the work of each activity 

 

Budget Narrative 
Provide sufficient information in paragraph format about the budget categories listed on SF-424A (see form at 
http://www.epa.gov/ogd/forms/adobe/SF424A%20Page%201.pdf)  for each project to demonstrate that grant funds 
are being expended on eligible grant activities that meet the purpose of the program.  
 

Indirect costs are not allowed  
 

Project Oversight  
Describe the oversight practices that provide sufficient knowledge of grant activities to ensure proper and efficient 
administration.  
 

Project Commitment 

Describe how all grant partners commit to and work toward the goals and outcome measures of the proposed pro-
ject. 

Submission of Applications 

Applications for consideration should be sent by the July 24 deadline to one of the following options: 1.) Email: 
gmcwilliam@agr.state.nh.us (preferred) 

2.) US Mail:  NH SCBG, NH Dept. of Agriculture, Markets & Food, PO Box 2042, Concord, NH  03302-2042 

 

All eligible applications will be reviewed by a selection committee and recipients chosen on the merits of the project as put forth in 
the application. Selected applications will be submitted to USDA AMS as part of the New Hampshire application for the 2009 
SCBGP.  There is no guarantee of project funding until the determination of USDA AMS. 
 

All grant recipients will be required to sign an agreement with the NHDAMF indicating their commitment and responsibilities to-
ward completing the project in a manner consistent with state of New Hampshire and USDA policies. NHDAMF is authorized to 
view and certify the project as complete. Payment of funds to the applicant may be made in installments contingent upon satisfactory 
completion of the project tasks. 
 

For more information, contact Gail McWilliam Jellie at 271-3788 or gmcwilliam@agr.state.nh.us.  


